
 BE RESPECTFUL                ASPIRE                BE RESPONSIBLE 

           19 Dec 2024                     Term 4                        WEEK 4 

Principal’s Report 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands on which we work today, and 

pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging.  We extend that respect to all  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

PITTWATER PRESS 

 

 

Congratulations to the class of 2024. 

Yesterday morning we held the annual Year 12 celebration morning tea. We are incredi-

bly proud of all our Year 12 students and wish them well in the future. 

Distinguished Achievers are students who have achieved a result in the highest perfor-

mance band in one or more courses. The 2024 cohort achieved a total of 60 Band 6 (or 

E4 results in Extension courses) and 235 Band 5 (or E3 results in Extension courses). 

Congratulations to Audrey Allan, Angelika Ambas-Scutts, Rebecca Barth-Prentice, Tami-

ka Birke, Joja Brown, Laura Brownell, Samuel Cooper, Rose Cookson, Cohen Dickenson, , , 

Oliver Czerwenka, Gabriel Fenwick-Kearns, Jessica Ferguson, James Godsell, Elissa 

Greenwood, Alexander Gregory, Chloe Hansen, Saffi Heemstra, Jaya Kelly, Luisa Mari-

nho, Olivia Mc Donald, Mia Moore, Rylee Moulds, Polina Nemchenko, Natalie Parker, Sol-

omon Pittard, Leela Prasad, Alexanda Raikuna, Jonas Redder, Elissa Rich, Jamila Selby, 

Lily Taylor, Ryan Tesoriero, Thomas Senior, Tara Tai, Keisha Tickle, Jack Torta, Beau Van Der 

Kwartel, Denise Wells, Alice Woodward and Ester Wright for achieving the highest perfor-

mance band in one or more courses that include Aboriginal Studies, Agriculture, Business 

Studies, Earth and Environmental Science, English Extension 1, English Extension 2, Hospi-

tality Examination (Food and Beverage), Industrial Technology, Legal Studies, Mathemat-

ics Advanced, Mathematics Standard 2, Mathematics Standard 1 Examination, Mathe-

matics Extension 1, Society and Culture, Spanish Beginners, Russian Continuer, Textiles 

and Visual Arts. 

Congratulations also to Year 11 distinguished achievers Sophie Cooper, Taali Lagchie, 

Lexie McCoy, Annika Staunton who study accelerated courses in Aboriginal Studies and 

Industrial Technology Multimedia. 

I would like to acknowledge our classroom teachers and Executive team teachers, who 

have worked incredibly hard to support Year 12 in achieving these outcomes. I am so 

grateful that I get to work every day with dedicated professionals who both love teach-

ing and love this community and are outstanding ambassadors for Public Education. I al-

so acknowledge our non-teaching staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes. 



Principal’s Message cont. 

Website:  www.pittwater-h.schools.nsw.gov.au        School Email:  Pittwater-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

The recognition assembly celebrating Year 12 2024 achievement will be held on the 

17th February, 2025.  

The Presentation Night for students in Years 7-11 was held on Monday 9 Decem-

ber.  Over 400 students were recognised for academic achievement and received 

special awards that included recognition for leadership, teamwork, innovation, citi-

zenship, performing arts and perfect attendance. The guest speaker, Ms Nina Curtis, 

a sailor who represented Australia in the 2012 Olympics, delivered an inspiring ad-

dress. We also enjoyed performances from the Orchestra and individual instrumen-

talists and vocalists.  I thank Ms Alyce Peruzzi, Ms Jasmine Wanscher and the HSIE 

staff, and Ms Pip Hitchman and the SAS team for their organisation of the event. We 

preceded this event in Week 9 with the Sports Assembly where we recognised the 

many talented sportspeople, we have here at Pittwater High School.   

When school employees retire from NSW Public Schools, they are presented with a 

retirement medal that is engraved with the words ‘Service to Students’. This year we 

will be presenting medals to teachers Ms Myers (86) and Ms McLean (01), and SASS 

staff Kim Newland (01) SAM and Glenda Pettit (01) Kitchen Assistant who have a 

combined total of over 105 years of service to students and wish them well in their 

retirement.    

I thank the Pittwater families, for choosing Public Education, for your support and for 

giving us the opportunity to work in partnership with you to educate your children. I 

would like to take this opportunity to wish all students, their families and staff a very 

happy and safe holiday and I look forward to working with you in 2024.   

  

Alison Gambino 

Principal 



FESTIVE FUNDRAISER  
 
Supporting One Meal - Donations from PHS 
 

Pittwater High School's Prefects and SRC have not only raised vital funds for the lo-

cal charity One Meal  but also fostered a sense of community and school spirit 

along the way. 

 

Our Prefects spearheaded two festive initiatives: a fun Santa photo booth and 

candy cane deliveries, while the SRC organised a delicious bake sale and an ex-

citing lolly guessing competition. Thanks to these efforts, over $700 was raised - a 

truly outstanding achievement. 

 

In addition, the school community came together to support a food hamper 

drive, donating non-perishable food items to help those in need. 

 

On Tuesday, 10 December, Chris from One Meal visited the school to personally 

accept the donation and collect the hamper items. A big thank you to everyone 

who contributed to making this initiative such a success. 

 

Together, we’ve made a difference in the lives of others this festive season. 

 

Colleen Lustig, Prefect Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pictured above: our SRC and Prefects, here: Miss Gambino with Chris from One Meal 



PEER SUPPORT & ORIENTATION DAY  
 
I take great pleasure in announcing that 50 Year 9 students were successful with their ap-

plications to become Peer Support Leaders for 2025. I would like to thank the many stu-

dents who put the time and effort into applying for this role. 

The selected students have spent two days in leadership training where they have 

learned about and put into practice, many of the skills required in leadership and man-

aging a small group situation. 

The new Year 7 cohort for 2025 will be very fortunate to have such enthusiastic Peer Sup-

port leaders to embark on their new journey of High School with them. 

I would like to congratulate our new leaders and look forward to working with them over 

the coming months. 

 

 

 

Our Peer Support Leaders for 2025 absolutely shone as they welcomed Year 6 to our 

school for Orientation Day this month. 

Year 6 students enjoyed a tour of the school with their leaders and played some valua-

ble ‘icebreaker games’, to encourage the students to get to know each other. The 

weather was on our side for the morning to enable Year 6 to see what a fabulous school 

we have and to even get a glimpse of our alpacas, sheep and chickens on their wel-

come tour. The parents were able to relax with tea or coffee and chat with other par-

ents, arrange uniforms, and meet Ms. Greegan, who will be the students Year Advisor in 

2025.  

Thank you to our wonderful Peer Support Leaders who have been excellent role models.  

Ms T Frangos and Ms Giddings, Peer Support Coordinators. 



YEAR NINE CAMP  
 
Year 9 Camp - Morisset, by Summer-Rose Partridge 

Day 1 ‘The Mix-Up’ 

Once we arrived at camp, we were sent straight to our cabins. They were quite nice at first, but 

suddenly, we were called back out because we had somehow been placed in the wrong rooms 

we were in the boys' cabins! After switching, we thought everything was sorted, but then we 

were informed that we were in the entirely wrong building... 

While some people were quite annoyed, I found it kind of funny. We had plenty of time to kill an-

yway. Eventually we were settled into our proper cabins, and the air con was an absolute lifesav-

er! Our first activity was Archery. The instructor was incredibly nice and explained the instructions 

clearly and in great detail, which made the experience feel very safe and enjoyable. Although 

there were some shocking shots at first, a few people managed to hit bullseyes and were very 

proud of themselves. 

Our second activity was the High Ropes Course, and it was amazing! The instructors gave highly 

detailed instructions and demos beforehand, to ensure everyone's safety. Once we were up on 

the ropes, we made our way across the course, navigating wobbly and thrilling planks of wood, 

tiny pieces of rope, and, of course, finishing with an exciting and thrilling zip line. 

The food on the first day was pretty good. For lunch, we had burgers that were very filling and 

enjoyable, especially since we could choose what we wanted on them. After each activity, we 

were treated to a snack and a snow cone, which quickly became a highlight of the day. Dinner 

was spaghetti Bolognese and garlic bread, and to my surprise, it tasted quite good. 

After dinner, we played Sardines, searching for the instructor who was hiding in the bush, and 

quietly joining them one by one until everyone else found us. Unfortunately it started raining be-

fore we could play commando, however the camp quickly adapted, and we had an unexpect-

edly challenging and entertaining evening. I won’t forget watching people spectacularly fail at 

climbing completely around tables, attempting the flexibility and plank tests, and participating in 

the fashion show. 

As the exciting day drew to a close, we gathered around the fire for supper, cookies and choco-

late milk. I swear, chocolate milk has never tasted so good. Finally, it was time for bed, and to my 

relief and surprise, the beds were actually quite comfortable. 



YEAR NINE CAMP  
 
Day 2 ‘Action-Packed Fun and Brain Teasers’ 

Most people were woken up at 6:45am to start the day. We were given plenty of time to wake 

up and get ready for what lay ahead. 

Breakfast was pretty good, with a wide variety of options, including cereals, eggs, toast, baked 

beans, and spaghetti - a great start to the day. After breakfast, the instructors announced our 

activities for the day, and everyone was pumped to get started. 

My group started off with the Powerfan, which quickly became one of my many favourites. Fol-

lowing a safety briefing and clear instructions, we put on our harnesses and began waiting for 

our turn. Sydney and I climbed up the telegraph pole together, making our way to the very top. 

We counted down, 3, 2, 1, and we jumped off, soaring back down to the ground. We did this 

multiple times, having an absolute blast! Afterward, we grabbed our snow cones and headed to 

the next activity, Initiatives. 

Initiatives involved group tasks, each presenting unique challenges. Some of these included a 

brain teaser with a stack of tyres, a scissor paper rock game, and swinging onto a pallet while 

trying to fit all 28 of us on it without anyone falling off. We failed pretty quickly, but still had high 

hopes. Everyone had loads of fun trying! Another task involved getting through a web without 

touching the strings, with the added twist of only being allowed to pass through certain openings 

a specific number of times. Despite the challenges, it was great fun working together as a team. 

Our next activity was the Gully Crossing. This activity involved being given a swing, some rope, a 

flying fox attachment, and a bucket. Our task was to build a zip line to transport water across to 

the other side, filling up a pipe (full of holes) to raise a ping-pong ball to the surface. Knots were 

crucial for creating a retrieval line. I tied a bowline, which held perfectly, while the other team 

didn't, resulting in their knots coming undone almost immediately. There were some smug looks 

given if I'm being honest. My whole group made it to the other side while the other team only 

managed to get two people across. It was hilarious to watch and so much fun! 

Our last activity of the day was Canoeing. We paddled around, enjoying the water, but since it 

was very hot, let’s just say there may have been a few deliberate capsizes! It was such a free ex-

perience, and the water was surprisingly warm… scarily warm. 

After a day packed with excitement, it was time for dinner. We had fried rice, which was quite 

nice (though the rice was a little hard, but still edible). 

Following dinner was Games Night, which featured some very competitive rounds of musical 

chairs, endless laughter, and enjoyment. Finally it was supper time, and after, we began to wind 

down preparing for bed. With an early start ahead, we were all ready for some rest after such a 

fun-filled day. 



YEAR NINE CAMP  
 
Day 3 ‘Sparrow’s Fart’ 

A 6am wake up was apparently appropriate, however I think a lot of people would disagree, 

based on the loud groans I heard. With a mix of disappointment and tiredness, everyone began 

packing up their things. Breakfast was the same as the day before, but still pretty good. 

Our first activity of the day was Survivor, it was by far my favourite. Only eight people from our 

group participated, as it involved the possibility of falling into a muddy dam. The challenge was 

to get to the middle of a muddy dam using 4 planks of wood, arranging them into L and T 

shapes to connect with tyres in this dam. This activity tested both mental and physical skills, mak-

ing it a fun and rewarding challenge. After the first round, more people sat out, leaving just three 

of us to take on the next stage. We decided to up the difficulty by using only 3 planks and mak-

ing it fully across in a record time! Feeling confident, we pushed ourselves further and used just 2 

planks (we needed to keep our egos in check somehow). Although it wasn’t without challenges 

(one person fell in three times), it was incredibly satisfying when we pulled it off. 

With spirits high, we grabbed our snow cones and headed to the next activity, the Giant Swing. 

This was a blast! Each person put on a harness while the rest of the group hoisted them up as 

high or as low as they wanted. Then, pulling the string, they dropped and started swinging. The 

rush was unforgettable, and everyone who tried it loved it. Afterward, we had lunch, marking the 

end of our camp adventure. 

During camp, I hadn’t realised just how many connections I would make. I found myself talking to 

people I never thought I’d approach, let alone talk to. Camp was a thrilling and enjoyable expe-

rience, where we learned so much while having fun along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YE AR NINE CAMP -  MORISSET 2024  

 







SPORTS STARS 
 

Touch 

After a successful National Touch Championships, Taj Thompson and Max Davies were 

both selected in the Australian Under 18 squad. An amazing effort to have two boys 

from one school in the National squad. However, it just keeps getting better, school 

captain Tyronne Fender has been a late recruitment into the squad as well. Three from 

one school, unbelievable and very rare, for any sport! Congratulations boys and good 

luck making the final cut, determined in January, for the team to compete against oth-

er countries in the South Pacific. 

 
Rugby League 

Maddie Butchart and Ella Thoroughgood have been selected in the Manly Sea Eagles 

under 17 Lisa Fiola squad. If they make the final cut they will compete in the elite NSW 

based competition in 2025, including other NSW NRL clubs- good luck girls. 

 

Beau Eiffe, Jo Warren and Bailey Batchelor have been selected in a Manly Warringah 

Development team, recently playing in a trial against the Balmain Tigers. 

 
Water Polo 

Tahlia Penney and Alanah Paul won a NSW title recently for Sydney North, defeating 

Hunter region 10-5 in the final. Tahlia was named player of the carnival- what an acco-

lade! Tahlia was not named in the state team as she is ineligible being in year 12 next 

year, but incredibly Alanah was selected, despite playing up a year. 

 

Kai Penney was selected in the reserve NSW CHS team after a strong performance at 

the state championships.  

 

Well done athletes, another strong year for PHS!  Mark Dailhou, PDHPE Teacher  
 

 

 

YEAR 10  IT 
TIMBER  

 

Proud to show off their     

cabinet making skills, our 

Year 10 Industrial Technology 

Timber Students produced 

these side tables to a very 

high standard, we just had to 

show them off. 



RPAYC Sail Training in Schools 
Pittwater High School 

(T1 2025) 
 

Due to the success of their Start Sailing Program The RPAYC Discover Sailing Centre is once again pleased 
to offer  Pittwater High Sailing Program for Term 1 2025. The       program will include 7 sessions, con-

ducted over the days as listed.  

10 Feb | 17 Feb | 24 Feb | 03 Mar | 10 Mar| 31 Mar |07 Apr| 

*note there is no session on 17 & 24  March due to the HANSA World Champ Regatta* 

The RPAYC Discover Sailing Centre abides by the Australian Sailing Instructor/Student   ratios, hence plac-
es are strictly limited. All programs are subject to change with limited  notice, based on demand and 

availability.  

*Registering early is recommended to avoid disappointment.  Whilst there is no need for payment at this 
stage, students will not be able to participate unless registration and payment has been made in full 

prior to the first session (10 Feb 2025) 

$285 - Pittwater High School  
 

Have a great Christmas break and we look forward to seeing you in the new year,  
Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Course Overview 
This course combines Start Sailing 1 and 2 together. 

Course Prerequisites 
Water confident. 

Who should do this course? 
This course is designed for participants who wish to begin sailing in a dinghy. All the equipment and 
gear will be provided by your accredited Discover Sailing Centre. 

Course Outcome 
You will gain your Start Sailing 1 And Start Sailing 2 completion certificate.  



Pittwater High School Presents: Mamma Mia! – Our School Musical for 2025 
 

Get ready to say Thank You for the Music! Pittwater High School is thrilled to announce that our 2025 
production will be the smash-hit musical Mamma Mia! Featuring the iconic songs of ABBA, this high-
energy show will have you shouting Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! more as it transports you to a sun-soaked 
Greek island for a heartwarming tale of love, laughter, and self-discovery. 

Our Super Trouper Cast 
The talented cast stepping into the spotlight includes: 

• Donna Sheridan: Rikki Burlinson (The Dancing Queen herself!) 
• Sophie Sheridan: Alloula O'Keefe (I Have a Dream... and this is it!) 

• Sam Carmichael: Ella Robertson-Hanning (Knowing Me, Knowing Ella) 
• Bill Austin: Pippa Neophyton-Vale (Take a Chance on Pippa!) 

• Harry Bright: Felix Shaw (Our Last Summer has never been so awkwardly charming!) 

• Tanya: Mia Cox (Does Your Mother Know Mia's stealing the show?) 
• Rosie: Rosanna Robertson (Chiquitita, she’ll have you laughing and loving her!) 

• Sky: Yasmin Burton (Lay All Your Love on Yasmin!) 
• Pepper: Jessica Shaw (Voulez-Vous some comic relief? Jessica's got it!) 

• Eddie: Alex Perer (Money, Money, Money, he’s a star in the making!) 
• Lisa: Jessica Byron-Wood (Honey, Honey, she’s a sweet addition to the cast!) 

• Ali: Sophia Tailby (Mamma Mia, here she goes again, dazzling the stage!) 
 
Ensemble Cast 
Our Dancing Queens and Kings in the ensemble include Tahlia Agius, Jemma Alderton, Cara Benard, Eva 
Blackman, Georgia Bodill, Amy Clark, Charlotte Clarke, Hayley Clough, Jack Edwards, Samantha Fergu-
son, Quinn Guezou, Maclaine Lay, Madi Macri, Zoe Molloy, Charlize Norek, Felix Russell, Fern Ryan, Mer-
edith Shaw, Matilda Shurety, Alysa Smee, Francesca Taylor-Wood, and Hamish Thornton. 

Whether you’re a Chiquitita or just The Winner Takes It All kind of fan, this year’s musical promises to be 
a dazzling showcase of student talent. With unforgettable performances, lively choreography, and the 
timeless songs of ABBA, Mamma Mia! is The Name of the Game this year. 

So Take a Chance on Us! Stay tuned for ticketing details, performance dates, and behind-the-scenes up-
dates. I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mamma Mia! is a jukebox musical written by British playwright Catherine Johnson, based on songs recorded by Swedish 
group ABBA and composed by members Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus. 











We are very excited to announce that Northern Composure Unplugged is coming back in 2025! 
  
Unplugged is an acoustic competition for all Northern Beaches musicians aged 12-24. This music 
comp offers acoustic performers local exposure as well as invaluable stage experience. 
  
After hearing from all of you and receiving feedback from our survey, we have decided to bring 
back Unplugged as well as running the Band Comp next year. To allow more time for our bands to 
form and rehearse, we have decided to run Unplugged throughout April and Band Comp in July 2025. 
  
We want to spread the word now so our students and their friends can start creating some content 
through the summer holidays ready for our online heats in March and semi-finals in April 2025. 
  
Key dates for 2025 
• Entries open: Monday 17 February 
• Entries close: Sunday 9 March 

• Semi Final 1: Thursday 3 April, 6 - 9pm, Mona Vale Library 

• Semi Final 2: Thursday 10 April, 6 - 9pm, Manly Library 
• Semi Final 3: Thursday 17 April, 6 - 9pm, Forestville Library 
Final: Wednesday 23 April, 7-11pm, Westfield Warringah Mall 
  
To keep up to date with everything Northern Composure, please visit our website 
 website: https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/services/youth/youth-programs/northern-

composure-unplugged 

Any questions, please reach out, Liz Dwyer, Community Development Officer, Northern Beaches 

Council  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au%2Fservices%2Fyouth%2Fyouth-programs%2Fnorthern-composure-unplugged&data=05%7C02%7CSally.Stevenson3%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C0a8c7e8a91b6412c6a6408dd13369a02%7C05a0e69a4




 

Attention Duke of Ed Participants   
 
I'm writing from Camp Kedron to let you know of an opportunity for Duke of 
Ed students who are looking to complete their gold residential project this 
year.  
 
In the upcoming April school holidays we have a residential camp called Life 
Exchange that's perfectly suited for students who are looking for a fun, 
rewarding, meaningful week of camp that also fulfils the requirements for 
the Duke of Ed residential project.  
 
On Life Exchange, students come and be a 'buddy' to a young person of a 
similar age with a special need, such as autism or downs syndrome. Their 
role is to help them with activities, crafts, games, and just be a friend 
and buddy to them so they have a great camp experience. We provide them with 
the training and help needed. The camp has a great community-feel, each year 
we have a number of Duke of Ed students on the camp, and they always find it 
such a rewarding week.   
 
The camps runs April 22-27, 2025 and the cost to attend is $305.  
 
We have some information on our website - https://campkedron.com/duke-of-ed/ 
 
At the bottom of that link is a video to show you what the week is like. 
 
If there are any students who would be interested in attending, please pass 
this information on to them, and they can contact me directly and I can take 
them through the registration process and answer any questions they have. 
  
Blessings, 
Nathalie Carey 
  
Office Hours: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am-5pm 
  
Camp Kedron 
7 Emmaus Rd 
Ingleside NSW 2101 
Ph: 0492 901 678 
www.campkedron.com 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcampkedron.com%2Fduke-of-ed%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSally.Stevenson3%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C4e325abde08d44938d0808dcfdf5eee3%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638664479922533518%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.campkedron.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSally.Stevenson3%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C4e325abde08d44938d0808dcfdf5eee3%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638664479922555265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8





