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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands on which we work today, 

and pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging. We extend that respect to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

Congratulations Year 12  

YEAR 12 GRADUATION 2023 

This week we have celebrated with Year 12 students and their families, recognising the com-

pletion of 13 years of formal schooling and the beginning of the rest of their lives. The gradu-

ating class of 2023 deserve many thanks and congratulations, for both achieving this mile-

stone and the way they have conducted themselves throughout this past week. They have en-

gaged with final lessons, rehearsals, a day out at Jambaroo, a final school assembly, the gradu-

ation assembly with families and their formal at Luna Park with outstanding behaviour, good 

humour and consideration of others, all of which demonstrate the respect they have for your-

selves and for the school.  

I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding leadership Year 12 has shown the rest of the 

school this year. I’d like to particularly thank the captains and vice captains Linus, Abi, Avesta 

and Beth for their outstanding leadership of the prefect body and the prefects, for their lead-

ership in the school.  

I also acknowledge all the dedicated teachers at Pittwater High School who have supported 

Year 12 in their learning. Thank you to Year 12 Year Advisors Ms Greene, Ms Giddings and 

Deputy Principal Ms Purvis their support and advocacy of Year 12 students.  

 

Every year over 400 students take centre stage as part of the HSC Showcase Season. At the 

time of printing this newsletter, nominations for possible inclusion in OnStage (Drama) and 

CALLBACK (Dance) are being emailed to successful students and their schools. Congratulations 

to Abigail Hamilton who has been nominated for possible inclusion in CALLBACK for both Core 

Performance and Major Study Performance.  

Nominations for Encore (Music), ARTEXPRESS (Visual Arts) and SHAPE (Industrial Technology) 

will follow.  

 



Principal’s Message Continues 

Staff News 

Congratulations to Ms Tamara Cole who has been successful in obtaining a permanent position 
as an Agriculture teacher. Congratulations to Mr Hamish Riddle who has been appointed per-
manently as the school’s General Assistant.  

We have more staff changes that will occur from the beginning of Term 4:  

Ms Jessica Madsen will return in Term 4. She will be teaching Science and Agriculture. 

Ms Purvis, Deputy Principal Years 8, 10 and 12, be will on leave in Term 4.  Mr Andrew Fairley 
will be relieving Deputy Principal.  Ms Kate Millson will be relieving Head Teacher Wellbeing and 
Ms Liz Seares will be relieving Year 8 Year Advisor.  

Ms Lara Giddings will be on leave in Term 4 will be replaced by Ms Mandy Sun. 

Ms Samantha Waterhouse is on leave in Term 4 and will be replaced by Mr Mitch McWhinney.  

Mr Chris Yates will be on leave in Term 4 and replaced by Mr Jeffrey Ware. Mr Yates retired 
from teaching and returned, as is the case for many of our casual teachers. I thank Mr Yates for 
continuing to serve students, and NSW Public Schools, and wish him well.   

 

Phones Off and Away all Day 

All students and families have been emailed a reminder about the Mobile Phone ban in NSW 
Public Schools from Day 1 Term 4. The Pittwater High School Phones Off and Away All Day pro-
cedures will continue and expand to include air pods and wireless headphones. We have 
strengthened our processes in terms of management of students who are non-compliant. 

In summary: Students should have their phones off and away in their bags all day (if students 
are concerned about security, they should leave their phone at home or may hand in to the 
office on arrival and collect at 2.30pm). This also applies to wireless headphones and air pods. 

If a student is seen with their phone, wireless headphones or air pods, they will need to hand 
these items in to the school office, in the first instance, and collect items at 2.30pm. Any subse-
quent incidents will result in the parent/carer needing to collect the items between 2.30pm 
and 3:15pm. Any phones, headphones or air pods not collected will be locked away for safe 
keeping. Failure to comply will result in the student’s noncompliance being managed through 
our behaviour procedures.  
 
We thank all parents and carers in anticipation of their support to improve student learning, en-
gagement, and socialisation during the school day.  Should you need to message your child dur-
ing the day, please call the school office and the message will be delivered to your child. 
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F r o m  D a y  1  T e r m  4  -  m o b i l e  p h o n e s  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r   
p a y m e n t  a t  t h e  c a n t e e n .    

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  h a v e  c a s h  o r  a  p a y m e n t  c a r d  t o  m a k e  
p u r c h a s e s .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y  u s e  t h e  F l e x i s c h o o l s  A p p  t o  p r e - o r d e r  t h e i r  

f o o d  s e l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c a n t e e n .  



VOTE AT PHS ON SAT 14 OCTOBER 2023 

SCHOOL SAUSAGE SIZZLE FUNDRAISER 

PHS Performing Ensembles/Band Committee are holding a PHS Ensemble 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser BBQ on Saturday 14 October during the Yes/No 

referendum voting in the school hall.   

Principal’s Message Continues 

 

School Community Charter  

NSW Public Schools work to create positive environments for students, staff and the entire 

school community that support student learning. We strive to ensure that every student is 

known, valued and cared for. 

The School Community Charter outlines the responsibilities of parents, carers, educators 

and school staff in NSW Public Schools to ensure our learning environments are collabora-

tive, supportive and cohesive. The School Community Charter informs parents and carers 

on how to engage with NSW Public Schools. The Charter is on display in reception at vari-

ous point around the school. A copy of the School Community Charter can be found on the 

next two pages in this newsletter.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all staff, students and their families a very hap-

py and safe holiday.  

Until next time, Ms Alison Gambino 
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Deputy Principals’ Message 

Year 8 
Year 8 has had a busy Term 3  with lots of interesting learning happening in classrooms as well as 
extra curricular activities such as wellbeing incursions and sports activities. This week they partici-
pated in the ‘Swim Test’ in perfect conditions at Mona Vale beach. Next term we are looking for-
ward to seeing them all in school uniform including black leather shoes, ready for a great term of 
learning and culminating in a reward day for all their hard work.  

 
Year 10 
It has been pleasing to see the hard work and commitment of students in and out of class as well 
as a growing sense of responsibility among Year 10. The foundations they are building now will 
pave the way for future success in Stage 6. I encourage any students who have any ROSA work 
owing to catch up on this over the holiday break. 

 
Year 12 
We celebrated Year 12s final week of school this week with a range of events including a trip to 
Jambaroo, whole school farewell assembly and clap out, Graduation Ceremony and the Formal. 
Year 12 were commended on what an amazing, resilient, collaborative and supportive group they 
have been. We are grateful for what they have given to this school. They stand out as a cohort 
who care for each other and know how to treat people respectfully which will get them a long 
way in life and we wish them all the best for their upcoming HSC exams and in the future. 
 

 

 

 

 

Tanq Retires from Library Duties  

After years of snuggles and support work, the old boy has 

retired to the couch and can snooze all day long (which is 

pretty similar to what he did ‘at work’ in our library).  

Thank you for your service Tanq! All the best from PHS 
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On the night of Tuesday 15 August, 

Pittwater High School Senior Drama and 

Music students presented their Individual 

and Group performances for an audience of 

appreciative family members and friends in 

the Pittwater High School Performance 

Space.  

There were some outstanding performances - ranging from 

“heart-wrenchingly tragic tales” to “light-hearted send-ups 

of familiar figures”. The musicians were also wonderful ex-

ponents of their instruments. Audience members were kept 

on the edge of their seats by the powerful presentations by 

the mature Year 12 Drama students, and the Year 12 Mu-

sic students had toes tapping throughout the showcase. 

These performances give senior students an understanding 

of how audiences react to their major works, in prepara-

tion for their final performances for the NESA External Ex-

aminers who arrive at the end of Term 3.  

We look forward to presenting you 

with more Drama and Music in the 

future and  your continued support of 

the Performing Arts Department of 

Pittwater High School. 

Dave Gleeson, CAPA Teacher  

SENIOR DRAMA & MUSIC RECITAL NIGHT  



Visual Arts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Ceramic students have been working hard to learn various slab building and 
decorative techniques this semester. The first unit of work was to create a deco-
rative dragon head, inspired by the work of Beth Cavener, Sophie Woodrowmary 
and Mary Philpott, who all create figurative sculptures. This term students have 
progressed to build a ‘cityscape’ design, where all of their sculptures will be show-
cased together to create a final cityscapes exhibition at the start of Term 4. 
Keep up the wonderful work Year 9 Ceramics.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to our wonderful Year 12 Visual Arts students who have 
worked hard over the past year creating a final Body of Work to submit for 
their Visual Arts HSC. Below are some snapshots from our exhibition night, 
showcasing the amazing work created.  

Rosemary Allan, Cassandra Reynolds, teachers of Visual Arts  
  

Visual Arts  



 

Netball  
The Year 7/8 netball team competed in the Sydney North Netball Championships at Gosford. They played 
7 games and won them all. They performed extremely well and represented PHS with pride.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Under 15's Netball Team played in the Sydney North Finals. 

In our first game, we had a very tight tussle with Killara High School, our girls produced a very 
strong second half, and ended up coming away with a great win with a score of 38-30. 

In our second game, we had a very competitive game against Terrigal High School, and were down 
by 1 or 2 each quarter. Our girls dug deep, and came away with some fantastic intercepts and 
turnovers to come away with an excellent win of 36-32. 

Our girls are now off to the NSWCHS State Championships on the 25-26 October and we wish 
them all the very best of luck!    

Aimee Gundry/Kate Millson, PDHPE Teacher and Sport Coordinators 

Sport Stars  



 

 

Sport Stars 

Tennis 

Rohnin Dyrmaler was one of a nine member Sydney North Open Boys tennis team that recently 
won the NSW Combined High Schools Championships. This is a remarkable effort considering 
Rohnin is only in year 8 and was competing in the open division, against boys up to 18 years old! 

 

Athletics 

Taj Thompson finished FIFTH in the 16 years boys 200m at the state at the recent NSW Combined 
High Schools Athletics Championships while the Under 14 4x100m boys relay team finished 
NINTH IN THE STATE. That team included Kai Sadler, Eddie Pollard, Mitchell Body and Lucas Nut-
tall, who replaced the injured Lachie Byrnes. Both these results are outstanding, gaining a top 5 
and top 10 finish in the state respectively. 

 

Mark Dailhou, PDHPE Teacher  

 
 



 
 

 
 

This term Pittwater High had two teams of Year 8 students compete in the Australian Problem Solving Mathematical 

Olympiads (APSMO) and one team of Year 7 students participate in the APSMO Maths Games. Each Maths Olympi-

ad or Maths games team comprised 30 students who completed four different in-class competition challenges during 

terms 2 and 3. Here are some questions from past Olympiads that you might like to try for yourself: 

 

1.   Jacob has 3 more brothers than sisters. How many more brothers than sisters does his sister Sari have? 

2.   List all two-digit numbers that satisfy both of the following: 

  1. The tens and ones digits are consecutive numbers, and 

  2. The number itself is the product of two consecutive numbers. 

3.   What is the value of ? 

  

 

4.    Both ABC and 3D8 are three-digit numbers such that ABC-3D8=269. If 3D8 is divisible by  9, what num

 ber does ABC represent? 

5.   In his diary, Joshua numbers all the pages consecutively, beginning with 1. This requires a  total of 228 

 digits. How many pages are in his diary? 

 

Answers:       1. 5 more       2. Numbers are 12 and 56     3. N=30     4.   ABC=647 5.112 

Australian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiad & 

Maths Games 



 

 

One interesting application of mathematics is in the field of cryptography. Cryptography is the science of securing 
communication and data through the use of mathematical techniques and algorithms. It plays a crucial role in 
modern cybersecurity and has a wide range of fascinating applications and implications: 
 
Secure Communication: Cryptography enables secure communication over the internet.  

Data Privacy: Cryptography is used to protect sensitive data, such as personal information, financial records, 
and medical records.  

Secure E-commerce: Cryptographic protocols like SSL/TLS ensure that your credit card information is transmit-
ted securely to the seller.  

National Security: Governments use advanced cryptography to protect classified information and communica-
tions.  

Mathematical Puzzles: Cryptography often involves solving mathematical puzzles and problems.  

FUN ACTIVITY: CODING AND DECODING IN PIGPEN CIPHER 

In Pigpen cipher, the letters are distributed over two tic-tac-toe grids and two crosses. One grid and one cross also 
contain dots in each space.     

      Here is an example of a message in the process of being decoded: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try decoding this: 

Try writing your own codes and ask your friends 
to decode them! 

Research the historical significant of cryptography 
and famous historical figures like Alan Turing!  

Cryptography is just one example of how mathe-
matics plays a vital role in solving real-world 
problems and ensuring the security and privacy of 
digital information.  

 

 
 

REAL LIFE MATHS 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

QuickSmart is an intervention mathematics program that focuses on students’ accuracy and information retrieval 

times.  

The QuickSmart program started at PHS in 2015. Since then we have been able to offer the program to 156 year 7 stu-

dents. 

 

Pairs of students attend half hour sessions 3 times a week. The students work on 

basic facts and strategies for the 4 mathematical operations. Each session is 

structured to incorporate 6 components (see diagram below), all of which further 

enhance the students’ automaticity when answering problems. Activities include 

using flash cards, speed tests, looking at focus facts, using a computer based 

OZCAAS program, games and individual worksheets. By using a variety of 

teaching methods in each 30 minute session, students remain engaged doing 

Maths, AND have fun at the same time. 

    
   flashcards 

 

 



 

 

Studies have revealed that students involved in the QuickSmart program have shown improvement across 

ALL subjects – not just Mathematics. Gaining confidence is the precursor to increased ability and success. 

They believe in themselves and no longer have the attitude of, “Mum couldn’t do Maths, so I can’t do Maths!” 

This growth mindset occurring at our school with all our students is remarkable. 

 

Let’s raise the bar together and give our children the tools to improve.  

 

 

 

You may like to make a cut-out of this book-

mark and give it to your child to keep in their 

maths book as a reminder of some of the 

language we use every day in maths 

(sometimes without even being aware we 

are using it). 



Give this Division 
Search a try.  

Why not print it off and 
race your children? 

 

 

 

 

Trust your head!        
Samantha Rous, Maths Teacher and  QuickSmart Co-ordinator 



. 

 





F r o m  D a y  1  Te r m  4  -  m o b i l e  p h o n e s  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r   
p a y m e n t  a t  t h e  c a n t e e n .    

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  h a v e  c a s h  o r  a  p a y m e n t  c a r d  
t o  m a ke  p u r c h a s e s .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y  u s e  t h e  F l e x i s c h o o l s  A p p  t o  

p r e - o r d e r  t h e i r  f o o d  s e l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c a n t e e n .  







For more information about the programs and to register, visit https://events.humanitix.com/host/rspca-nsw  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fhost%2Frspca-nsw&data=05%7C01%7CSally.Stevenson3%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C9b6c6dfab67f41c1ad4408db9df56edf%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638277449678436098%7CUnk










Sydney Drug Education & Counselling Centre  

Scan the QR code to register or visit 
https://www.trybooking.com/CLHQVg  

When: 11th October 2023 

Time: 4.30-6.00pm 

Where: online via Zoom 

Cost: $10 per ticket 

Parents Prepared 

Informative Webinar on Drug and Alcohol Use 

https://www.trybooking.com/CLHQV
https://www.trybooking.com/CLHQV


Northern Sydney Local Health District Vaping Information Hub 
Webpage 
 
The Vaping Information Hub webpage provides a central location 
for useful resources and tools designed to assist young people, par-
ents and carers, teachers and educators. It includes specific infor-
mation for key groups (young people, parents and carers, and 
teachers and educators) as well as broader information about the 
relevant legislation and where to go to for support including how 
to quit. 
  

Access here: https://nshp.com.au/TheVapingInformationHub    

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnshp.com.au%2FTheVapingInformationHub&data=05%7C01%7CSally.Stevenson3%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cfc7c00f9b8fa4c60747708dbb89fb26f%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638306768252378315%7CUnkno
https://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/HealthPromotion/Pages/Vaping/LawsRegulations.aspx

