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SAS Staff Appreciation Week 

Principal’s Report: Jane Ferris 

This week we are joining other schools in the state to take the time to thank all our non teaching staff at Pittwater 

High School. Whether in the office, finance, sick bay, print room, science labs, library, classroom assistance,      

kitchens, grounds or on the farm, their work is essential to the smooth running of the school. Often they are the first 

point of contact for parents or members of the community and their good will when the pressure is on is most    

important for the continued positive reputation of our school. In total we have about 20 non-teaching staff     

equivalent to 15 full time positions. You may be interested to know that as a public school this represents about 

one quarter of support staff available in elite private schools of the same size. Many of us have to be jacks-of-all-

trades and incredibly flexible as a result. So ladies and gentlemen, we thank you for your ongoing commitment 

and hard work in supporting our school community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HSC update 

Most of all the externally marked projects and tasks are now complete with the exception of Music and French. 

Today the Design and Technology markers were on site, and last Tuesday the HSC major Visual Arts works were 

packed up and sent off for marking following our evening art exhibition.  Congratulations to students on your 

amazing talent.  Most important now is for all Year 12 students to continue to stay focused, attend all lessons and 

have a firm study plan in the lead up to the final HSC exams next term. 

 

To assist in this matter, the Senior Learning Centre in the library is being open in the second week of the school    

holidays from 10am to 2pm each day. Students can benefit from a collegial and supportive learning environment 

with a couple of teachers on hand each day to help students and most important snacks to keep them going. 

Any parent that would like to contribute to edibles on any day are welcome to contact me. 



 

CALENDAR 

Monday 31 August Year 11 Preliminary Exams Commence 

Sunday 6 September—Wednesday 9 September Year 10 Ag Camp 

Friday 11 September Year 11 Preliminary Exams End 

Friday 11 September Year 7 Taronga Zoo Excursion 

Tuesday 15 September Year 12 Taronga Zoo Excursion 

Wednesday 16 September Year 12 Formal and Graduation Assembly 



 

 

This term in English we have been studying myths and legends to answer the overarching     

question for our topic: ‘How does literature unite and connect cultures.’ It is supposed to ask 

you how literature connects cultures, and what similarities the different cultures and their stories 

have in common. 

 

In myths and legends we have studied the aboriginal dreamtime story Moonman, Jason and 

the Argonauts and have been given an assignment on presenting how myths and legends of 

our chosen culture answer the overarching question. Firstly we studied the aboriginal        

dreamtime story Moonman, which is a story explaining the cycle of the moon. It features   

Moonman, a man who had two sons that disobeyed him so he killed them. He was later killed 

by his wives but he then became the moon. It rises every month so that he can take his            

revenge. After that, we looked at Jason and the Argonauts to find common themes amongst 

myths and legends. We found that most myths have a hero and a villain, with the hero            

embarking on a dangerous quest that usually explains something about the world. In week four 

this term we were given an assignment on our myths and legends topic. For the assignment we 

were put in groups of three to five to research a given culture on their myths and legends. We 

had lessons in class in which we physically make and plan our mythical creature. This is all in 

preparation for the big final presentation at the end of the term where we show our work in an 

engaging way and relate it to the overarching question. 

 

Overall, the work we have done so far has really shown us just how important myths and         

legends are. They explain so much about different cultures and how they view the world, and 

even how some of their ideals are still around. That is how myths and legends unite and         

connect cultures. 

By Drew Power and Tabitha Sides, Year 7 

 

Year 7 Project Based Learning—Myths and Legends 



 

 

Year 8 English- ‘Fractured Fairy Tales Fairy Told’ 
 

Students in Year 8 this term have been investigating the chameleon-like genre of Fairy Tales. Fairy 

Tales have traditionally had an educative purpose, teaching those who may not be able to 

read or write important life lessons. Taking their learning one step further, was the idea of 

‘subversion’ in the Fairy Tale genre. Students investigated modern Fairy Tales and made         

comparisons between ideas in traditional fairy tales and changes made in modern versions.    

Students learnt that although aspects of fairy tales change over time, they maintain their         

essence, they still have the power to teach those valuable lessons that we all learnt as children. 

 

English programming is concept driven, this means that students have a ‘big question’ that 

guides their learning. Students feel more engaged with what they are learning in class, as the 

‘big question’ connects what they are learning with issues outside the classroom.  The ‘big    

question’ for Year 8 this term is, “How do fairy tales maintain their essence but morph to suit their 

times?” 

 

Year 8 students have put their creative hats on and delved into the world of fairy tales. They 

were asked to either subvert (change) an existing fairy tale or create a new tale entirely based 

on their own ideas. 

 

Here are some selected excerpts from student work: 

 
Cinderella Remix 

Once upon a time there was a wonderful kingdom that had flowers in spring and snow in winter. 

On the edge of this kingdom there was a big farmhouse that was owned by a tall, skinny man 

with big, green eyes and tan skin.  

               Jade Thomas 

 
An Excerpt from ‘Shady Groves’ 

Clinton had sold the cow for a big amount of money and kept it all to himself. But just like Kim 

said, his fortune was most unfortunate. The next morning, Clinton woke up to find all of his money 

had been stolen during the night. Poor Clinton was very upset and decided the next time he  

ever found something that wasn’t his; he would return it to its rightful owner.  

Charli Wiles 

 
A ‘fractured’ Fairy Tale ending 

Something seemed to almost speak to him telling him to climb the hair to the beautiful girl inside. 

He did what the voices told him and right as he glanced upon the maiden he fell instantly in love 

and dove in right away for a kiss. Little did the prince know that this was no fair maiden, it was a 

demon inside and as he kissed her sweet soft lips she began to suck out his soul. Within a minute 

the prince’s cold dead body lay in the tower and the demon was hungry no more.  

Ami Heywood-Matty 
 

 



 

 

This term in English our Year 9 students have been learning about the concept of Appropriation, with     

focus on how Shakespearian texts can be appropriated to suit a modern day audience. Our focus text 

has been ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and we have examined key scenes within the Shakespearian original and   

compared these scenes with appropriated versions. 

 

Our students have engaged with this unit, realising the relevance of Shakespeare today and how       

composers can effectively appropriate elements of an original text in order to create a new and modern 

text relevant to a contemporary audience. 

 

To demonstrate their understanding, our students are in the midst of creating their own appropriations of 

a scene from ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in the form of a short film. They are undertaking this task with enthusiasm 

and creativity – their ideas are endless and varied and we can’t wait to see what they produce. 

 

In one activity, students considered how Romeo and Juliet would communicate today. Ms Purvis’ Year 9 

class came up with some realistic text messages that showed an understanding of the main ideas in     

various scenes.  Here are just a few examples: 

 

Year 9 Appropriating Shakespeare 



 

 

This year the 10 Journalism class has been working on a variety of projects simultaneously to explore the 

ways in which we learn about our world. In their first project they focused on the stories that were         

portrayed in main stream media. Every week they devoured newspapers, TV news stories and online 

news articles to see what was making headlines.  

“Being exposed to current affairs has enriched my knowledge about the world around us” – Alec 

Throughout this process students looked at world events and gained a broader understanding of what 

was happening round the globe. The creation of their own news portfolios allowed them to express their 

own opinions on what they felt should be making headlines and compare it to what was actually getting 

the attention of the front page.  

Their second project involved studying the medium of photojournalism. This involved analysing what was 

and was not appropriate to put in main stream media, the way in which society has been desensitised 

and what makes a winning images. Students created their own weekly photo journals, trying out a      

variety of techniques to capture images of importance. They also studied a photographer of their choice 

in depth and profiled their work.  

“The photography project was really exciting and creative” – Kate 

Project 3 was a personal interest project designed to look at the way we use technology and social     

media to build a campaign. Students analysed a variety of social media campaigns and used this 

knowledge to create their own weekly website. Students then created an outline of how they would use 

this to create their own social media campaign. 

“PIP Wednesdays (the lesson where students work on their personal interest projects) would be the part I 

loved most about Journalism. Being able to independently work on a project that I am so passionate 

about and write weekly about topics I’m personally interested in. It has given me the opportunity to    

enlighten people of the raw emotion that comes with today’s current affairs” - Angelica  

The final project in term four will be a collaborative whole class project. They have begun to plan their 

roles and responsibilities to produce a final well anticipated project.  

The class has worked incredibly hard over the past few terms to learn new metalanguage, broaden their 

understanding and build confidence in their opinions. They are clearly excited about the projects they 

have created as evidenced by their outstanding products. 

Year 10 Journalism 



 

 

It’s that time of year again! It’s Film Festival time – and the school holidays are just perfect for 

having fun with your friends creating your own cinematic story. 

 

Following on from last year’s success we are calling all budding filmmakers at Pittwater High 

School to submit a short film for the Kalori Film Festival. Your film can be up to 8 minutes long and 

be in any form or style.  Just make sure it’s rated PG. 

 
The theme this year is “Beauty in the Unexpected”. 

Winning entries will be screened in the Hall at school in Spirit Week (16—20 November) 

Hand your entries to Ms Zaraza or Ms Waters in Week 3, Term 4. 

Examples from films our Real to Reel students are working on. 

Kalori Film Festival 2015 





 

 

As part of their HSC Year 12 Textiles and Design have completed a major project which consists 

of practical piece and a portfolio. These photos do not do justice to the wonderful effort that 

Year 12 put into their work. 

 

Techniques that the students have incorporated include ombre dyeing, embroidery,              

beading, dyeing, fabric weaving, freehand machine embroidery, devore, manipulating       

Angelina fibre, felting, crochet, tatting, fabric cutting and manipulating as well as various       

construction techniques with difficult fabrics such as lace and silk. 

 

Congratulations to all the students for all their work:  Darienne Ansiewicz; Hannah Cooper; Ebony 

Gallagher; Eve Gibney; Brianna Grainger; Madeleine Hayes; Molly Jones; Taylor Keyes; Bronte 

Stovold; Imogen Temple; Emma Vetisch 

  Ms Sarah James—Classroom Teacher 

 



 

 

 

Rugby League 

Clint Maguire of Year 12 is a very talented athlete who broke a long standing shotput record at 

the school athletics carnival earlier this year, but rugby league is his passion and where he has 

excelled.  

 

Clint represented Sydney Red Divisional team at the CHS NSW trials on the wing, gaining         

selection from the Sydney North team at the Metropolitan Championships. He did well          

considering he had a disrupted preparation and was hampered by an ankle injury he sustained 

earlier in the year playing for the Sea Eagles SG Ball under 18 team.  

 

In one of the early rounds he scored a hat-trick of tries and was in blistering form before injury 

struck. He returned to play in the finals series and was in such great form that he was being    

considered for selection in the Manly Under 20's National Youth Championship team.               

Unfortunately salary cap issues disallowed him from debuting for the under 20's. Clint will be in 

this side next year hoping to emulate the feats of Jake and Tom Trbojevic, ex-PHS students  

showing they belong in the NRL this year. 

 
Athletics 

Brienna Mathieson of Year 8 broke the following school record at the Warringah Zone Athletics 

carnival, this event was not run at the school carnival. 
14 years Girls Triple Jump         10.29m        Previous Record:   10.09m (K. Albers, 1990) 

 

We wish Brienna Mathieson (14 years long jump and triple jump), Grace Hanks (15 years high 

jump) and Jordyn Hess (16 years 1500m) the best of luck at the NSW CHS Athletics               

Championships later this week at Homebush. Brienna and Grace are regional champions in the 

long jump and high jump respectively (see full regional results). 

 
Grade Superzone Finals 

Three PHS teams were the Warringah Zone Champions and qualified for the Superzone finals  

recently. They were the girls junior soccer team , open girls touch and the senior boys touch. The 

winner of this final becomes the grade champions of the Northern Beaches. 

 

Both girls teams went down to older and more experienced opposition with the previously      

undefeated junior girls soccer team losing to The Forest High and the open girls touch team    

defeated by Mackellar Girls High. 

 

However the senior boys’ touch team reversed last years final result in comprehensively       

downing the defending champions, The Forest High, in a dominant display, winning 9-1. This is 

arguably the best senior boys grade touch team as they are strong right across the park. They 

combined brilliantly in both attack and defence to lead 6-nil at halftime, displaying a very high 

standard of touch. They were well led by captain and Most Valuable Player Sam Groom, with 

Harry Binding and Luke Trbojevic also outstanding. Well done boys, champions of the peninsula! 
 

Senior Boys Grade Touch Superzone Champions 2015 - Undefeated 

 
 

 



 

 

Girls 

Emily Hardman  12 years girls  200m   14th 

Isabella Monty  12 years girls  800m   13th 

4 x 100m    12 years girls   relay   9th 

Alice Wensing   13 years girls  800m   3rd 

        80m hurdles 3rd 

        200m   10th 

4 x 100m   13 years girls   relay   6th 

Bella Sanguinetti  13 years girls   high jump  6th 

Kelly Turner   13 years girls  long jump  9th 

Alise Van Der Kwartel 13 years girls  javelin  8th 

Ella Wilson   13 years girls  javelin  12th 

Brienna Mathieson 14 years girls  long jump  1st 

        triple jump  2nd 

        90m hurdles  6th 

        100m   7th 

        200m   9th 

        400m   9th 

Rebekah Turnbull  14 years girls  discus  11th 

Rebecca Milham  14 years girls  javelin  12th 

Zoe Bryant   14 years girls   shotput  13th 

Grace Hanks  15 years girls  high jump  1st 

        400m   7th 

        200m   8th 

        90m hurdles 8th 

        100m   11th 

Meredith Otten  15 years girls  400m   8th 

Jordyn Hess  16 years girls   1500m  2nd 

        3000m   7th 

        800m   8th 

Claire Stonell  17+ years   triple jump  3rd 

 

Boys 

Zach Van Dam  12 years boys   800m   8th 

4 x 100m    12 years boys  relay   6th 

Nick Koutsos  12 years boys   long jump  10th 

Ricky Charlton  13 years boys  90m hurdles 8th 

        100m   11th 

4 x 100m   13 years boys   relay   8th 

Maxwell Straetemans 13 years boys  high jump  11th 

Richard Jackson  13 years boys  shotput  11th 

Levi Kaye   14 years boys  100m hurdles 5th 

        400m   8th 

4 x 100m relay  14 years boys  relay   8th 

Jonah Marlin  14 years boys  shotput  8th 

Daniel Bteddini  15 years    1500m  5th 

        800m   10th 

Zach Dinter   16 years boys  shotput  7th 

Remy Hill   17+ years boys  800m   7th 

Regional Athletics Results 



 

 

The Pittwater High School Volleyball squad has had a fabulous 2015 season so far. The senior 

girls team has played four competitions so far this year including the state knockout where they 

made the regional final, State Schools Cup #1 in Minto where they came 4th,  State Schools 

Cup #2 in Newcastle where they won gold and State Schools Cup #4 at Sydney Olympic Park. 

The junior girls has played in 3 competitions this year State Schools Cup #1 where they came 

2nd,  State Schools Cup #2 where they also won gold and State Schools Cup #4. The Open 

Boys team made their debut in State Schools Cup #4 where they were extremely competitive 

despite being a new team. 

State Schools Cup #4 saw many new players making their debut. We were lucky enough to 

have 8 new players ranging from year 9-12 playing in the open boys side. Jay, Calum, Josh,   

Rahil, Xavier, Ricky, Zac and Riley played incredibly well as a team, taking teams with many 

years more experience to within 2 or 3 points they also won a few sets throughout the day.    

Unfortunately for the team Jay, Calum, Josh and Rahil will graduate this year and while we 

would like to continue with the boys team we know these are very big shoes to fill and we wish 

them all the best. 

In the junior girls team Lexi, Amy, Paige, Emily and Georgia also played their first competition. It 

was a far cry from the concrete court we train on. Each of the girls improved significantly 

throughout the day thanks to the guidance of more experienced players Jess D and Aleesa. 

For the new players this was their first real game of volleyball and they didn’t disappoint. Girls 

we look forward to watching you continue to grow as players throughout the coming seasons.  

Schools Cup #4 was also the final competition for the Open’s Girls team. It has been an         

absolute privilege to coach these girls over the past two years. I have not only watched them 

develop into very skilled volleyball players but also into mature and dedicated young women. 

They have mentored junior players on and off the court, played a big part in the organisation 

of competitions and fundraised for new equipment and uniforms. Girls you have paved the 

way for the volleyball squad. Your passion and drive has been passed on to many of the new 

players. Kate, Ella, Hayley, Meagan, Josy and Chloe your absence will be felt among the entire 

squad. 

Also a huge thankyou to Jess G, Steph and Perri who stepped out of the under 15s division and 

in to Opens girls to support the senior girls in their last competition you played incredibly well 

and clearly earned your spots. Many coaches from other teams were floored by how talented 

you were for your age group. 

    Ms Brooke Mitchell—Coach 

Volleyball Squad 



 

 

Year 12 Agriculture students have been doing a great job in the last couple of weeks! They 

have identified syllabus areas in which they felt they needed some more information,            

researched them and have been presenting it to each other. This collaborative work has 

been hugely  productive and to see the students working as a team to support and              

encourage each other during this time is fantastic.  

 

As their teacher I couldn’t be prouder of them, the progress they’ve made, the maturity 

they’re showing and their dedication. Assistance for Agriculture will be available in the school 

library on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday during the second week of holidays (henceforth 

known as the study period) as well as one day during the first week in one of the classrooms 

(details to be confirmed). 

     Ms Lara Griffin—Classroom Teacher 



 

 

Parents/Carers:  Please don’t hesitate to contact me via phone or email if you have any      

questions.  

Year 12:  

For those undertaking an ATAR pathway and wishing to go to university next year, they should 

have received their UAC pin, (Universities Admission Centre pin) by now in the mail. They will 

need to log in and select their 9 university courses for 2016. Selection deadline is the end of 

September. This year’s UAC books have arrived-please collect and sign for your copy from the 

Careers Office! 

 

University Early Offer programs: 

Schools Recommendation Scheme, (SRS) close end of September, apply online through UAC 

once you have submitted your UAC application. 

 

EAS, (Educational Access Scheme) applications for those who have suffered “long-term         

educational disadvantage” (to gain extra ATAR points) are available now from the Careers    

Office in the Library. 

 
University Open Days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Attendant Course Flyer over page. 

 

Year 10:   

Careers Lessons this term, once a fortnight. We will be: 

-evaluating “workplace scenarios” 

-investigating and practicing “interview skills” 

 

Also, students should be looking for a suitable work experience employer! Remember the       

required documentation should be returned 2 weeks before the placement. Remember you 

can go out any time from now til halfway through term 4, (2 weeks before final year exams    

period). 

Photos of your placement would be great for the newsletter. 

 

JOBS/Other news:  Students need to check their department emails regularly for advertised 

jobs!  

Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 

 

DATE UNI OPEN DAY 

5 September ACU, (North Sydney) 

5 September UNSW 

12 September Macquarie Uni 

12 September ACU, (Strathfield) 

7 December Southern Cross Uni-Coffs Harbour 

9 December Southern Cross Uni-Lismore 

11 December Southern Cross Uni-Gold Coast 

 OTHER 

22 July NIDA 

http://www.seek.com.au


YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto  

 

The MHSCareers website-Pittwater High School subscribes to this website which advertises current     

careers events. To login: use “parent” or “student” then password “14cairns”. You can also register for 

email alerts! The “Calendar” is great info!   

 

Or for more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out CareersWorks, 

students should have the password but email me if you need a copy?   

 

Also, we have created the Pittwater High Careers website, please have a look and encourage         

students to register!!  

 

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on                                             

jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au                 Ms J. Bates, (Careers Adviser, EXT 128). 

 

 

http://www.mhscareers.com
http://www.careersworks.com
http://www.pittwaterhighcareers.com/
mailto:jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au




 

 

Contact Information:  
President Valerie Mavridis   yurimavridis@gmail.com    0416 444 303 
Secretary Helena Nobs  nobschiu@ozemail.com.au    0417 434 547 
David Fogarty    david.fogarty@gmail.com    0406 007 778 
Treasurer Rick Elliott   icycoldlager@gmail.com    0400 461 941 
Uniforms Melissa Turnock   melissa.turnock@pilatesscene.com  0414 452 152 
Canteen Sheridan Femia   xeresfemia@gmail.com    0414 594 905 
Concert Band Linda Mancini  lindammancini@hotmail.com   0410 445 799 
Helena Nobs     nobschiu@ozemail.com.au    0417 434 547 
Symphonic  
Strings Grace Marshall   grace.marshall@ioof.com.au   0408 811 066 
Junior Stage Joulia McLaren  Joulia.mclaren@gmail.com  
Senior Stage Sally Simons   sallysimons2@icloud.com    0414 771 346 
Orchestra Valerie Mavridis   yurimavridis@gmail.com    0416 444 303 
Band Captains    Nick Simons Robbie Fabbro    

When Event Location Ensemble 

14 September 5-6pm  

Joint Concert - Fare-

well and thanks to 

guest conductor  

Jessica 

Performance space 

String Orchestra, Symphony    

Orchestra and Senior Strings 

(Please plan on pack up after to 

assist with Mona Vale event in 

15 September TBA  Joint Concert St Josephs Hunters Hill 
Symphonic Band and Senior 

Stage Band 

3  October—1pm Manly Jazz Festival Manly Corso 

Senior Stage Band This is the        

Saturday of the long week-

end.  Everyone will be assumed 
available unless you've pre-

10 November   PHS Music Night School Hall 
Selected students, Year 7 Music 

Elective Class, Senior Strings, 

 

These events have been updated into our music web site: http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/

pittwaterhighmusic 

Please plan on supporting the full session at the upcoming events. 

Rehearsal Adjustments 

Concert band rehearsals cancelled September 8 

Symphonic band rehearsal cancelled September 8 

Symphony Orchestra rehearsing 4.15 pm (short session) September 14 

String Orchestra rehearsing at 3.45 on (short session) September 14 

Senior stage rehearsing Friday 2nd October (day before Manly Jazz Festival) 

 

Busking Opportunity 

Pittwater Council is running a market day November 1.  www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/markets  Call Nikki Griffith 

9970 1165 

2015 Payments 

The online portal is open for access. Payment questions to Rick Elliott icycoldlager@gmail.com 

http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/pittwaterhighmusic 

http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/pittwaterhighmusic
http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/pittwaterhighmusic
http://www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/markets
mailto:icycoldlager@gmail.com
http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/pittwaterhighmusic


https://www.facebook.com/northernbeachesmusicfestival 
http://northernbeachesmusicfestival.org 

 

Wednesday 2 Sept:   Giovanna Graziano,, Nicole Graham,  

   Claire Monty, Ange Torres 

Thursday 3 Sept :   Sheridan Femia, Kylie Bennetts,  

   Robyn Armsworth-Brack, Karen Maguire 

Friday 4 Sept:    Alison Turner, Tory van Brugge,  

   Joanne Huxtable, Rowena Kempton 

Monday 7 Sept :  Selena Webber, Alison Christensen,  

   Jenny McDowell 

Tuesday 8 Sept:   Ann Clayton, Rustanti Oetojo 

Wednesday 9 Sept: Lara Floyd, Kay Little 

Thursday 10 Sept:   Kate Power, Glenda Hanks, Margaret Woods,  

   Peter Woods 

Friday 11 Sept:   C Marshall, Sandra Avedissian, Sarah Attfield,  

   Kristy Inkster 

Monday 14 Sept:   Janet Howard, Jan Lysaght 

Tuesday 15 Sept:  Leigh Griffiths  Helpers needed 

Please advise canteen managers Katrina or Felicity (9999 4035, x122) 

if you are unable to make your canteen day.  Please don’t assume 

you will be covered.  

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents would like to assist on 

any day helpers are needed please contact myself or Felicity or 

Katrina in the canteen.  A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm; a half day is 

3 hours 

Fiona Griffith  packfund@optusnet.com.au Phone 0431 121 631 

https://www.facebook.com/northernbeachesmusicfestival
http://northernbeachesmusicfestival.org/
mailto:packfund@optusnet.com.au

