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Change to subject selection processes in the junior school 

Principal’s Report: Jane Ferris 

 
This is to inform you that the subject selection evening that was scheduled for week 4 of next term has been cancelled.    
Because of growing numbers in our school we need to start the timetable process earlier to give sufficient time to recruit 
new teachers. Therefore we need students in years 7 and 8 to choose their elective subjects earlier. The subject selection 
booklets on our school website will be updated by the beginning of next term and a link emailed out to all parents. Students 
will then have year meetings on Friday 17 July where the process will be clearly explained and any questions answered.    
Students will make their choices online by the following Wednesday 22 July. Year 7 students will be choosing one elective 
for year 8 in 2016 and year 8 students choosing three electives that they study over year 9 and 10. Our timetable system is 
very sophisticated and finds the best fit to accommodate the most students. This is a very exciting time for our students as 
they get to choose areas of study that particularly interest them. 
 

In addition, there is the opportunity in 2016 for up to 24 year 9 students to participate in accelerated Preliminary HSC 
course Aboriginal Studies. At Pittwater High School we have been consistently reviewing our provisions for academically 
gifted students and have concluded that our gifted and talented year 8 students have the academic potential to achieve 
success in this HSC course starting next year. Potential students have been invited to apply for this course and attend an 
information evening about this on Tuesday 14 July at 6.00pm. If your child did not receive such an invitation but you believe 
they should be considered please contact Ms Behringer to discuss. 

 
Uniform 
The school continues to have high expectations in terms of uniform. I thank all of the students and parents for their support 
in following the uniform policy. The message we send to the broader community when students are in full school uniform is 
that Pittwater High School is a well disciplined and ordered school. This enhancing of the school‘s reputation will reflect on 
the young people who attend here as they leave the school to work in the community.  
 
However there are a group of students that are deciding they do not need to bother. Parents are asked to ensure that any 
uniform items that need mending or replacing is organised before the start of next term. In the colder weather boys are 
welcome to wear long grey school pants (available from Lowes) and girls to wear long black school pants available from the 
canteen (open before school on Tuesdays and  Thursdays). Also school shoes (not boots) are to be enclosed all black       
leather. Boys are to wear either white or grey socks and girls white socks or black tights/stockings. Black socks are not     
uniform. 
 
Dropping off students  
Parents are reminded that they are not to drive into the school grounds to drop off students. Access is for staff and          
deliveries only. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Musical Magic 

I am greatly looking forward to seeing the musical the Wedding Singer next term. I know students have been busy rehears-

ing every   Sunday and after school while others students and parents have been assisting with props and costumes.  Great 

thanks to Ms Myers and Mr Gleeson for working hard on this production and having further rehearsals in the holidays.    

Tickets available at trybooking.com  

 



CALENDAR 

Bundanon Art & Textile Camp  Monday 22 to Wednesday 24 June 2015   

Bangara Dance—Opera House Wednesday 24 June 2015  

Term 2 — Last Day of School Friday 26 June 2015 

Term 3 — Staff Return   Monday 13 July 2015 — Staff Development Day 

Term 3 — Students Return   Tuesday 14 July 2015 — Week A 

Subject Selection in Year 7 & Year 8   Friday 17 July 2015 — Year Meetings 

Wedding Singer — School Production  15 July, 17 July, 18 July + 22 July, 24 July, 25 July 2015 — see flyer      

Commendation Assembly  9,10 & 11 Monday 27 July 2015 @ 9 am 

Commendation Assembly 7 & 8 Monday 27 July 2015 @ 10.10 am 

 ATTENTION ALL PARENTS/CARE GIVERS! 
 

COMMENDATION ASSEMBLIES 
 

Will be held Term 3, week 3 
 

 Monday 27 July.  Years 9, 10 & 11   -   Period 1 @ 9am  

 Monday 27 July.  Years 7 & 8  -  Period 2 @ 10.10am 
 

All parents & caregivers are welcome to attend Pittwater High’s 

2015 Commendation Assemblies in the school hall. 

Look forward to seeing you there! 



Manly Scenic Fun Run 

Manly Scenic Fun Run 

 

 

    Music by        Book by        Lyrics by 

Matthew Sklar  Chad Beguelin &         Chad Beguelin 

               Tim Herlihy 

Based on the New Line Cinema film written by Tim Herlihy 

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd Exclusive agent for  

Music Theatre International (NY) 

 

WARNING: contains adult themes 

 

 
 

 

JULY 15 – 17 – 18 – 22 – 24 – 25  @   7:30PM 

MATINEE JULY 25   @    1PM 

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE  THROUGH trybooking.com 

http://www.trybooking.com/HYHL 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trybooking.com/HYHL


Last week Year 11 enjoyed 3 fantastic days at Point Wolstoncroft Sport and Recreation Centre on the shores of beautiful Lake    
Macquarie. 

We were lucky to miss the worst of the bad weather further down the coast and all students participated in the camp  activities 
with enthusiasm. 

The students successfully completed the ‘Crossroads’ program, which is mandatory in the Preliminary HSC year, and  included 
workshops on positive mental health, attitudes towards the opposite sex, illicit substances and health and  wellbeing. 

They also had lots of fun challenging themselves at various outdoor activities such as the giant swing, high ropes course, rock 
climbing, kayaking and the mysterious (and muddy) wombat hole. 

The theme for the camp was ‘Be Inspired!’, and the Year 11 group were asked to interpret this in their own way – by challenging 
themselves at a new activity, by making friends with someone new, or by strengthening existing friendships. 

We feel that Year 11 really bonded as a year group at this camp, and has learnt new things about themselves and their peers. 

Thank you to Mr Johns, Ms Fleming and Mr Cigana for giving up their time to accompany us on the camp. Mr Johns and                 
Ms Fleming did an amazing job facilitating the Crossroads program.  

We were highly commended by the camp staff on the positive attitudes and exemplary behaviour of our students. We left as 
proud Year Advisers, and look forward to taking this group through to their HSC year. 

Kirsty Cosentino & Colleen Lustig—Year 11 Advisers 

 

 

Year 11 Camp 2015  



Year ten have currently been exploring the connections between William Shakespeare and our world and enabling an   

audience to understand why Shakespeare is still so relevant. In doing so each class have been producing visual represen-

tations on their plays that they’ve been studying dependent on allocated ideas relative to their plays.  

Mr Leonard’s class were studying the play Julius Caesar. Having looked around           

Mr Leonard’s room, all we could see was glitter paint and slightly obstructive hanging    

objects. We first interviewed Patrick Gilliland whose idea was femininity and its       

relationship with the real world. When asked what his favourite part of the assignment 

was he responded with, “I enjoyed working with a group and also the art part of the 

assignment was really fun.” Eliza Crone, told us “I loved the creative part of the        

assignment! I’m a visual learner as well as an artistic person so I really enjoyed that.” 

She then went on to say “My group was really helpful.” We found Kobie Heather and 

asked her what she learnt from the assignment “I learnt a lot about Shakespeare and 

how we find his ideas in our modern society. I also learnt about friendship because of 

the play.”   

Mr Cigana’s class explored the play Julius 

Caesar all groups successfully achieved the 

criteria of  fulfilling and interpreting information, texture and images allowing 

the audience to engage with the visual representations. When asked what his 

favourite aspect was Brandon Stain, whose issue was masculinity,  said “The 

making of the poster, working with my friends in creating something was     

actually really fun. Even if it was about Shakespeare.” Tihana Van Wynen 

whose group faced time management challenges because of other school   

commitments said, “I enjoyed the assignment despite not being there every 

lesson, it was rushed but it was still really fun!” They were portraying the idea 

of the supernatural. 

Two of Ms Purvis and Ms Keen’s students who presented the idea of guilt,    

indecision and internal conflict within the play of Macbeth commented, “I believed it helped develop team skills” “ and 

there was no conflict within my group which helped a lot,” admitted Blake Williams. Jordan Hess another member of the 

group added “Yes. Our group was the best. We all got on really well”. The year tens genuinely agreed that through the 

assignment they learnt much more than they previously anticipated. Not only had they equally contributed to the  group 

work they  further developed their understanding of the Big Question ,How Shake-

speare’s Macbeth transcends time, culture and creed but also real life skills. 

 

Year 10 Project Based Shakespeare 



Year 10 Project Based Shakespeare—continued 
 

Mrs Mitchell’s class also studied Macbeth and how it is relatable because 

all of Shakespeare’s ideals and concepts can transcend time and prove 

their relevance no matter the generation. Having spoken to Isabelle Currie 

about her issue of guilt she showed positive insight to the assignment 

“The notion of guilt includes that of violation and culpability.  We consid-

ered conduct involving the commission of such crimes, as in Macbeth. 

“She then went on to describe the planning and overall aspects that were 

involved in her visual representations. “My group and I brainstormed  

ideas and put them together, with only few compromises. Blood; the 

blood on Macbeths hands, murder; Macbeths crime, floating dagger; the 

supernatural force that pushed Macbeth to do it, guilt the emotion felt 

after the crime” When asked about her reasoning for her ideas Isabelle 

responded  “It was the most visually appealing design that included all of 

our elements, information and pictures.”  

 

 

 

Mrs Zaraza and her class have been studying Macbeth over the course 

of a term. Having spoken with members of Mrs Zaraza’s class we dis-

covered that although some had difficulties, despite the struggles of 

uncooperative class mates and fast approaching deadlines, they learnt 

that the skills they have used throughout this assignment are skills   

useful later in life.  

Overall, the year ten English students were very proud of their visual 

representations and the work they produced despite the stress and 

tears of fast approaching due dates. These visual representations are of 

very high calibre and have been showcased in a way Pittwater students 

and staff can interact with and learn from.. The students accurately 

depicted connections between Shakespeare and our world and have 

enabled the audience to understand why Shakespeare is still so         

relevant.   

 

 

 

 



 

Year 10 Accelerated Hospitality Work Placement 

The Accelerated Hospitality students spent week 9 out in the work force. They performed tasks from slicing and dicing onions 

to boning ducks. Many have been offered apprenticeships and part time jobs from their employer. Below are photos of the 

sites – Manly Wharf Hotel, Garfish Manly, Bathers Pavilion, Stella Pizza Collaroy, RSL Life Care, Bluewater and Whitewater 

Manly, Steyne Hotel, Café 1 Chatswood, and Ruby’s Corner Mosman.                   Mrs Roulston. Teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations Penelope and Jason of Year 10 who entered the baking section of the St Ives show recently 
for the first time. Both students made a cake for the "junior novelty cake section". Penelope made a "Hello 
Kitty" cake and Jason made a cake in the shape of a chicken. The judges awarded Second place to Jason and 
Third place to Penelope. What a fantastic achievement. 

Congratulations  



Softball  
 

Pittwater High Open Girls Softball Team Wrap Up. 

 

The 2015 Softball season finished up this term with the girls making it through to the fourth round of    
competition. The girls were only one win away from making back to back  appearances in the NSW final 16 
tournament, which is held in Newcastle. So close!  However, this year’s team boasted sensational levels of 
talent across the park and bucket loads of youth throughout the season. Stand out performers were Jade 
Thomas and Rebecca Milham, an awesome combination of pitcher/catcher. Great things are yet to come 
for this formidable duo. Additionally, cool-headed Jessica Tetlow stepped up this season to take a greater 
leadership/mentorship role as our third base/ home run hitter. Lucky she is well supported by the likes of 
Grace Hanks, Bethany Tate and Jordyn Hess. Now, looking towards the future of softball at Pittwater High, 
I believe it’s going to be grand! Why? Well it’s largely due to the “busting at the seams” talent pool of year 
7/8 students who can definitely play. We were extremely grateful to have the likes of Amy , Paige, Taylah, 
Jemma among our mist, because each one of these players fosters a team focused philosophy and go get 
them attitude. Honestly, the process of coaching has been a pleasure and I’m eagerly looking ahead at the 
2016 season. Training is going to start early ladies next year- Beware! 

 



Rugby League 
 

Under 15’s Rugby League Gala day. 

 

The Pittwater High under 15’s Rugby League team recently competed in a Peninsula region Gala Day 
this term at Nolan’s reserve Manly Vale. Prior to the tournament starting, the names of student’s    
playing for the school was deemed the who’s who of football on the northern beaches.  So naturally, 
the boys were extremely keen to showcase a clinical display of Rugby League to their adoring fans in 
the community. So the script was written and the boys played their roles perfectly like a symphony  
orchestra, dishing out defeats to Davidson High, Forest High and Chatswood High in our pool games.         
However, the complexity of a gala day tournament meant players would have short intense bouts of 
Rugby interlaced with long drawn out waiting periods where muscle fatigue and cramping became a 
insignificant problem. Luckily we had a highly dedicated team of physio’s (parents) and masseurs 
(parents) on hand to assist in preparing the boys for action. 

But alas, the players displayed such focused discipline, courage, mateship and respect for the PHS    
jersey, poised in anticipation to carry aloft the trophy that day. But unfortunately the Rugby Gods on 
this day had other ideas. We narrowly missed out on a Final berth, going down to Narrabeen High. 
However, regardless of the end result, each player in that team did themselves, the school and their 
teammates proud! Superhuman Effort boys!  

It’s always a pleasure. 

Luke Trout.  Coach. 

 



NSW Rugby Union Championships at Mudgee. 
As promised, please find attached the photos of the boys. 

 

 



Careers News 
 

Parents/Carers: 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via phone or email if you have any questions.  

 

Year 12: 

With trials coming to an end this week; students get a well-earned holiday break! Next term will be busy with 
planning for post-school options, for example; UAC applications for university entry.  

 

Year 10:   

Careers Lessons this term, once a fortnight. We will be: 

- delving into our family’s careers history,  

- completing a personality profile and how that affects our career choice,  

- researching the Careers Expo to make the most of the excursion,  

- looking into subject selection choices,  

- investigating the “Job Guide”! 

 

Also, students should be looking for a suitable work experience employer!   Remember the required documenta-
tion should be returned 2 weeks before the placement.   Photographs of your placement would be great for the 
newsletter. 

 

JOBS/Other news:  Students need to check their department emails regularly for advertised jobs!  

Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 

 

YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto  

The MHSCareers website-Pittwater High School subscribes to this website which advertises current careers 
events. To login: use “parent” or “student” then password “14cairns”. You can also register for email alerts!      
The “Calendar” is great info!   

 
Or for more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out CareersWorks, students 
should have the password but email me if you need a copy?   

 
Also, we have created the Pittwater High Careers website, please have a look and encourage students to         
register!!  

  

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au  

   J. Bates, (Careers Adviser, EXT 106). 

http://www.seek.com.au
http://www.mhscareers.com
http://www.careersworks.com
http://www.pittwaterhighcareers.com/
mailto:jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au


NSW/ACT 

Careers News 

Universities 

 

TAFE & Apprenticeships  

 

Private Colleges 

 

Other News 

 

s 
 

Macquarie University: Physics and Astronomy Ca-
reers Night 

Macquarie University: Warawara Alternative Entry 
Program for Indigenous Students 

Australian National University: Degrees for High 
Achievers Information Sessions 

UTS Discover Session: Nursing 

The University of Notre Dame Information Evenings 

  

The University of Sydney: Sydney College of the Arts 
Information Evening 

The University of Sydney: Catch Co2 – Getting Creative 
about Climate Change 

Charles Sturt University: Virtual Campus Tours 

Upcoming Charles Sturt University MyDays 

The University of Newcastle Bridging Courses 

UniOptions 

Tomago Aluminium 2016 Apprentice Intake 

Sydney TAFE: Music Information Session 

South Western Sydney Institute: UWS Milperra Ca-
reer Search 

South Western Sydney Institute: Taste of TAFE Days 

Ampcontrol Apprentice and Trainee Program 

New Australian Apprenticeship Support Network 

  

Metro Screen Diploma Subsidies 

Sydney Design School Information Sessions 

Academy of Information Technology Information 
Nights 

Academy of Information Technology: Free Day Course 

  

Actors College of Theatre and Television: Open Day 

AFTRS Open Day 

Avondale College of Higher Education: President’s 
Scholarship 

Martin: New Diploma of Advertising 

Morling College: Open Days and Nights 

Australian Engineering Week 2015 

NSW Industrial Relations Webinars 

Youth Action: Youth Policy Plan Survey 2015 

Youth Conference 2015: What’s Up West 

Year 13 

Mission Australia Youth Survey 

Projectable Workshops 

Miningcareers.com 

What Degree? Which University? 

Ace Day Jobs Career Profiles 

Conservation Volunteers 

TSFX HSC Exam/Study Tip 7 – Beating Procrastination 

Matrix Education: How I topped the state in HSC 
Mathematics 

Cultural Care Au Pair Information Sessions 

NSW Youth Work Conference 2015 

My Future: NEW Student Activity Sheets 

Teacher Event: Junior Sec. Science Series 
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SUGGESTED READING FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 

A SELECTION OF BOOKS WITH 

MATHEMATICAL THEMES! 
 

 

Source: Nordin Zuber  

  Head Teacher Mathematics North Sydney Boys High School 

 

       Amanda Sechi 

       Head Teacher Mathematics PHS 



Instrumental Music Program News 

 

 

Last week of term rehearsals: no orchestra, string orchestra, senior strings or senior stage.   

 
 

Congratulations on Achievements: 
Luke Mancini Year 7 awarded a B in grade 4 trumpet exam ( first one). 
Jamie Mancini Year 9 awarded a B in grade 3 clarinet.  
 
  

Term 3—Upcoming events: 
18 July 3.30pm   Symphonic Band - State Band Festival Clancy Auditorium, UNSW 
19 July  Concert Band - State Band Festival Clancy Auditorium, UNSW 
22 August 7.00pm   Senior Stage Band with James Morrison - School Hall 
24 August 6.30pm   Senior Elective Music Students Performance Space 
25 August 7pm  Concert Band Community Band Night Pittwater RSL 
15 September 7pm Concert and Symphonic Bands PHS Instrumental Night  School Hall 
5  October  Senior Stage Band - Manly Jazz Festival 
10 November   School hall  Selected students, Year 7 Music Elective Class, Senior Strings, Senior Stage  PHS Music Night  
Please plan on supporting the full session at the upcoming festivals. 
 
These events have been updated into our music web site: http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/pittwaterhighmusic 
 
  

Parking: 
Thanks to everyone who supported the call for parking.  Some sessions were harder work as the cutover time was too small. 
 
  

2015 Payments: 
The online portal is open for access. Payment questions to Rick Elliott icycoldlager@gmail.com 
http://www.myschoolmusic.com.au/pittwaterhighmusic 
 
 

Mudgee Tour: 
Unfortunately not enough expression of interest was given for the proposed Mudgee tour in November. 
We will look into having a two day mini tour at the same time. The students that gave their expression of interest for Mudgee will 
take first preference for this. 
 
 
  

Contact Information: 
  
President:  Valerie Mavridis yurimavridis@gmail.com   0416 444 303 
Secretary:  Helena Nobs  nobschiu@ozemail.com.au   0417 434 547 
David Fogarty david.fogarty@gmail.com   0406 007 778 
Treasurer:  Rick  Elliott Elliotticycoldlager@gmail.com   0400 461 941 
Uniforms:  Melissa Turnock melissa.turnock@pilatesscene.com   0414 452 152 
Canteen:  Sheridan Femia xeresfemia@gmail.com   0414 594 905 
Concert Band:  Linda Mancini lindammancini@hotmail.com   0410 445 799 
Helena Nobs nobschiu@ozemail.com.au   0417 434 547 
Symphonic:  
Strings:  Grace Marshall grace.marshall@ioof.com.au   0408 811 066 
Junior Stage:  Joulia McLarenJ oulia.mclaren@gmail.com  
Senior Stage:  Sally Simons sallysimons2@icloud.com   0414 771 346 
Orchestra:  Valeria Mavridis yurimavridis@gmail.com   0416 444 303 
Band Captains : Nick Simons  &  Robbie Fabbro   
 
 
David Fogarty 
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Wednesday 24 June — Giovanna Graziano,, Nicole Graham, Claire Monty, Ange Torres 

 

Thursday 25 June — Sheridan Femia, Kylie Bennetts, Robyn Armsworth-Brack 

 

Friday 26 June — Alison Turner, Joanne Huxtable, Tory van Brugge 

 

Term 3 

 

Monday 13 July — Closed—staff development day   

 

Tuesday 14 July — Natasha Zani, Ann Clayton, Rustanti Oetojo 

 

Wednesday 15 July — Lara Floyd, Kay Little, Louise Hardy 

 

Thursday 16 July — Kate Power,  Georgia Bramham. Glenda Hanks 

 

Friday 17 July — C Marshall, Sandra Avedissian, Sarah Attfield, Kristy Inkster 

 

Monday 20 July — Janet Howard, Jan Lysaght, Simone Allan 

 

Tuesday 21 July — Leigh Griffiths  Helpers needed please 

 

 

Please advise canteen managers Katrina or Felicity (ph 9999 4035 xtn122) if you are  
unable to make your canteen day.  Please don’t assume you will be covered.  

 

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents would like to assist on any day helpers are needed please contact myself or 
the Felicity or Katrina in the canteen.  

 

A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm  

A half day is 3 hours 

 

Fiona Griffith 

Canteen Roster Co-ordinator 

packfund@optusnet.com.au 
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