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MULTICULTURAL DAY HUGE SUCCESS 

Principal’s Report: Jane Ferris 

Did you know that at Pittwater High School we have over 50 different nations represented in our cultural heritage? 

Last Friday gave us the opportunity to acknowledge and honour the diversity in our society as we celebrated    

Multicultural Day. Students certainly got in the spirit of the day in many colourful and varied costumes – although I 

must comment the staff often outshone the students! At the school assembly students were very respectful of all 

the presentations and learnt much about the plight of children in Afghanistan as Cocheene Smith and Alex        

Bellamy of Mahboba’s Promise spoke. The school enjoyed the vibrant performance by band Newcar Caviar who 

recently took out all the prizes at this years’ Northern Composure Band Competition. Thank you to all the prefects 

that got behind the day, especially Social Justice Prefects Chris Pollock and Grace Brown. Also thanks to the SRC 

for all the cakes. As a result of the day more than $3000 has been raised for Mahboba’s Promise and the Nepal 

earthquake appeal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surviving the HSC Presentation 

With the approaching HSC Trial examinations, it was timely to have an evening on          

Surviving the HSC. This was well attended by parents and students who filled the new 

open spaces in our renovated library. Not only were there many helpful hints on       

managing stress, getting organised and active study, but there was the opportunity for    

parents and students to discuss key points. Feedback on the value of the evening has 

been very high. 
 

NAPLAN 

All the best to year 7 and 9 students as they sit the NAPLAN tests this week. We really encourage students to take 

this in your normal stride – certainly aim to do your best and manage your time well but most important do not   

worry or stress out. These tests are just a snapshot of how you can perform on the day in certain areas. They do not 

test all those other wonderful skills and capabilities you have, such as being a good friend, a collaborative learner, 

an innovative leader, a fine sportsperson or great musician. However the tests do give us valuable information 

about how we can assist your learning in the future. 
 

Commitment Beyond the School Gate 

I was thrilled to learn that a number of our students initiated being part of a MS Megaswim in raising over $2000. 

When a member of the community takes the time to email me with comments on their teamwork, determination, 

energy, support and good nature, all while being ridiculously tired with a 24 hour swim, then they must have been 

truly magnificent. Well done Lily Curtis, Isabella Curtis, Grace Hanks, Jordyn Hess, Poppy Berridge, Claudia Haworth, 

and also Jasen Winny who was with another team. 
 

Also congratulations to Lachlan Rose who was reported in the Manly Daily for finishing first out of 15 in the NSW 

state finals for scooter riding. ―Put simply, the kid’s good – really good‖. All the best Lachlan as you compete for 

the National title. 

 

 

 



 

W 
e are currently working on an exciting initiative for aspiring 

leaders in the Peninsular Community of Schools (PCS). 

They will be leading new ways of thinking for sustainable      

learning change in our schools. The aim of the project is to 

provide a platform for anyone aspiring to be a leader and/or working towards attaining higher 

levels of accreditation to work on an action research project linked our schools strategic plan 

over the next six months. 

 

The talented project participants have been involved in a workshop with Simon Breakspear  

investigating innovative practices in education, followed by a one day professional learning 

workshop developing action plans and establishing collegial links with our partner schools.  

 

The projects that are taking shape are very exciting and cover a range of areas such as       

specific literacy strategies and the role of effective feedback. They are investigating a variety 

of different strategies to both engage and support students in their learning. As the projects 

take shape I will share this information with all of you. 

 
Year 11 

I have been reading all the Year 11 reports before they are emailed home to you next week. 

Most students are working really well and should be very pleased with their progress. Some    

students need to recognize the importance of increased focus in every lesson to ensure that 

they maximize the learning opportunities provided by their highly skilled teachers.  

 
Years 7 and 9 

Most students seem to be settled in their classes and working well. I enjoy my visits to classrooms 

where there are some wonderful learning conversations and real focus. As I said to students 

yesterday NAPLAN is a great opportunity for them to show us what they know and can do as a 

snapshot of their learning. We can then use the information to support them in their learning as 

they move into older year groups. 
 

CALENDAR 

Tues 12, Wed 13, Thurs14 May NAPLAN 

Fri 15 May Careers Expo—Years 10 and 12 

Tues May 19  Year 7 Concert in Performance Space—all welcome—6:30pm 

Wed 20 May P&C Meeting 

Thur 21 May Zone Athletics Carnival 

Tues May 26 Year 8 Concert in Performance Space—all welcome—6:30pm 

Wed 27 May -Fri 29 May Bundanon Art/Textiles Camp—Years 9, 10 and 11 

 

The next P&C meeting will be held on Wednesday 20 May at 7pm  
in the Library (D Block, upper floor)  

FEATURING: 
Ms Ferris, Principal speaking about the new school strategic plan  

followed by a Q&A session on the subject and other matters parents 
wish to discuss. 

Go to The P&C webpage for more information  
and to subscribe to the P&C Newsletter 

  

Again, all parents most welcome! 

http://www.pittwater-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/p-c


 

 

QuickSmart is a remedial mathematics program which focuses on students’ accuracy by    

helping them use various and appropriate strategies to solve problems. It aims to do this while 

also increasing students’ information retrieval times.  

Sixteen students from Year 7 have been participating in the program since the middle of last 

term. Pairs of students attend half hour sessions three times a week. They have been working 

on basic facts and strategies for the four mathematical operations (addition, subtraction,    

multiplication and division). Each session is structured to incorporate six components, all of 

which further enhance the students’ automaticity when answering problems. Activities include 

using flash cards, speed tests, looking at focus facts, using a computer based OZCAAS         

program, mathematical games and individual worksheets. 

Work on students’ increased speed and accuracy is incorporated into each session. This has 

been monitored and ALL STUDENTS have shown growth in these areas. What a terrific result! 

Well done to you all. 

“Fluency in numeracy” 

Here are a few comments by some of our QuickSmart students: 

―I enjoy QuickSmart very much. I like how we play games, do flashcards and do computer 

work.‖ (John Abadi) 

―I really enjoy QuickSmart because it helps me to think faster.‖ (Jasper Mueller) 

―I am enjoying QuickSmart, but in particular I’m loving the games because it is a good        

challenge for me. I also like the flash cards.‖ (Sophie le Creuer) 

―I am finding QuickSmart helps me a lot. I like the games and flashcards. The flashcards make 

me concentrate and the games are really fun.‖ (Ellie Erdman) 

By Samantha Rous (QuickSmart Co-ordinator) 

 

 



 

 

2015 ICAS Mathematics Competition 

Welcome to the 2015 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS). ICAS provides an 

opportunity for all students in Years 7 to 12 to gain a measure of their own achievement in an external 

testing situation. It provides teachers, parents and students with comprehensive reporting of results in the 

areas of Mathematics. 

All students receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions they         

answered correctly and their score compared with the rest of the students tested. The tests are an       

excellent preparation for national tests and the student report is useful for highlighting your child’s 

strengths and weaknesses. The certificate and individual report are also suitable for your child to include 

in a portfolio. 

Certificates are awarded for each year level as follows: 

 High Distinction to the top 1% of entrants 

 Distinction to the next 10% of entrants 

 Credit to the next 25% of entrants 

 Participation to all other participating students. 

 A University of NSW (UNSW) medal is awarded when the highest score in each year level in each 

state in each subject is judged to be sufficiently meritorious. These medals are presented at either 

a UNSW Medal Ceremony or at a school assembly. Students must undertake these examinations 

on the official dates to be eligible for a UNSW medal. 

 The competition will be held in the school hall on 11 August 2015. The time will be advised at a 

closer date. 

 This competition is compulsory for all students in the extension classes: 

Year 7: 7E (Mrs Maxwell and Mrs Sechi) 

Year 8: 8MAR (Mr Lepedjian) and 8MAS (Mrs Lanham) 

Year 9: 9MAB (Mrs Sechi) and  9MAP (Mr Stoyef) 

Year 10: 10MAR (Mrs Walpole) 

Year 11: 11MAX1 (Mrs Sechi) 

Year 12: 12 MAX1 (Mrs Austen). 

 If your child is in an extension class and there are reasons they are not able to participate in the 

competition please contact Mr Nairi Lepedjian (Competitions Coordinator) via phone, email, or 

send a note. 

 All students in Years 7-12 are invited, and encouraged, to enter the competition to gain the       

experience of this national competition. 

 The $10 entry fee is due by 5 June 2015. 

 See payment methods below . 

 Return to the red box situated in the corridor of the Administration Building  (A Block). 

Student Name: ICAS Mathematics 

Circle your payment option below in the left hand column  and complete the relevant details 

Cash Place cash in an envelope with this payment slip & return in person to the finance office 
Amount Paid   $ 

Cheque All cheques are made payable to PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL  Amount Paid   $ 

 

Online 

Payment 

 

Online payment Receipt number 

 

Amount Paid   $ 
  

 

Credit 

Card 

  

Card number 
  

 

 

Name as appears on Card         Card Expiry Date 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Amount to be debited 

        $ 

  

Cardholder Signature 

Date 
        

  

  

  

                



 

Maths General 2   2005-2014  $24 

Mathematics   2005-2014  $24 

Extension 1    2005-2014  $24 

Extension 2    2005-2014  $24 

The Mathematical Association of NSW (MANSW) produces worked solutions 

to HSC papers and compiles the last ten year’s solutions into a booklet for 

sale to HSC students. This booklet is an invaluable source of revision during 

Year 12. Either the MANSW booklets, or an alternative production, is     

required for HSC preparation in class and at home. 

 

Pittwater High School Mathematics Faculty will place an order with MANSW on behalf of 

our students. Any student wishing to buy these booklets must place an envelope in the 

RED box by MONDAY 18 MAY 2015.  Please include the following: 

     Student’s name and Maths class/teacher 

     Name of booklet(s) wanted 

     $24/booklet.  

 

Student Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Class/Teacher:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Booklet name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

HSC MATHS BOOKLET 

Circle your payment option below in the left hand column and complete the relevant details 

Cash Place cash in an envelope with this payment slip & return in person to the finance office Amount Paid   $ 

Cheque All cheques are made payable to PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL 

  

Amount Paid   $ 

 

Online 

Payment 

Online payment Receipt number 

  

 

Amount Paid   $ 
  

 

Credit 

Card 

  

Card number 
  

 

 

Name as appears on Card                 Card Expiry Date 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount to be debited 

        $ 

  

Cardholder Signature 

Date 

        

  

  

  

NOTE:  If paying online, please use the “Other” box to provide the name of the booklet required. 

                

 

 



 

 

We welcome Ms Rebecca Smith who is replacing Ms Maxwell. Ms Maxwell resigned from 

teaching at the end of last term. 

Year 10 Subject Information Night—Wednesday 3 June 2015 

Members of the Mathematics faculty will be available to discuss your child's selection of course 

for Year 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn the common percentages from the comfort of your 

fridge! 

 

Make this foldable, put it on the fridge with a magnet and test 

yourself to convert from percentages to fractions and          

decimals each time you open the fridge door. 

 

The foldable is downloadable (ready to print) from a special 

web-page with the address:  

http://mathslinks.net/page/percentages-foldable 

 

On the web-page, there is also a short video instruction     

showing how to construct the foldable. 

 

 

The 2015 Mathematics school contribution fee for students in Years 7-10 includes a               

subscription to Mathletics.  

 

Occasionally a student says that they are having trouble with access to the program at 

home. If this is the case in your household, please contact the Mathletics Help Team on      

9019 2888 or email techsupport@3plearning.com . They are open until 8pm in the evenings. 

 

If the problem continues, please email me with the issue. amanda.sechi@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

We will be doing a parent and student survey next term to evaluate the validity of the         

subscription to the program. 

       Amanda Sechi—HT Mathematics 

http://mathslinks.net/page/percentages-foldable
mailto:techsupport@3plearning.com
mailto:amanda.sechi@det.nsw.edu.au


 

 

 

This is one of the questions that appeared in a recent Extension test for year 9. 

 

―Anna King is x years old. Her brother Henry is two thirds of her age and her sister Chloe is 

three times as old as Henry. The twins, who live next door, are five years older than Anna. If the 

sum of the ages of the King children is equal to the sum of the ages of the twins, find the ages 

of all the children.‖ 

 

(Here is a hint which was not given in the test … use algebra!) 

(Answers are on page 8 of this Newsletter) 

 

 

 

Here are some fun examples of the beauty of numbers. 

Abundant Numbers 

A number in which the sum of its factors (not including the number itself) is greater than the number.  

Example: the sum of the factors of 12: 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 6 = 16.  

There are four abundant numbers from 18 to 30 inclusive. Can you find them? 

 

Amicable (friendly) numbers 

Pairs of numbers are when the sum of the factors of one of them is equal to the other number and 

vice versa.  

Example: 1210 and 1184 are amicable numbers: the sum of the factors of 1210 is   1 + 2 + 5 + 10 + 11 + 

22 + 55 + 110 + 121 + 242 + 605 =1184 and the sum of the factors of 1184 is 1 + 2 + 4 + 8 + 16 + 32 + 

37 + 74 + 148 + 296 + 592 =1210. 

 

Happy numbers 

Numbers that can be reduced to 1.  

Example: 13 can become 1² + 3² = 10 and 10 can become 1² +0² = 1. 

There are 5 others between 1 and 20. Can you find them? 

 

Narcissistic numbers 

Examples: 43 = 16 +27 

                         = 4² + 3³ 

And           135 = 1 + 9 + 125 

                          = 1 + 3² + 5³ 

Can you see the pattern? Can you find a three digit number that is narcissistic that is above in the 

170’s? 

 

Perfect numbers 

A number in which the sum of the factors of the number, not including the number itself, equals that 

number. 

Example: the factors of 6 are: 1 + 2 + 3 = 6 

Can you find the next perfect number is between 20 and 30 and then between 480 and 500. Can 

you find them? 



 

 

 

Why students should select a Mathematics course for the HSC 

It has been estimated that 75 percent of the fastest growing occupations require science, 

technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM) skills and knowledge.  

 

The consequence of not being adequately prepared in mathematics impacts on their        

pathways, retention and chance of success in their degree. Despite there being no              

prerequisites for most university courses, an ATAR gained without a mathematics course may 

lead to knowledge gaps in the first years of tertiary study. 

 

What mathematics courses are available for year 10 going into year 11? 

Extension 1 Mathematics (3 Unit) – This course is undertaken by students who have successfully 

studied the 5.3 course in Years 9 and 10.. This course is intended to prepare students for further 

tertiary studies of mathematics in areas that are highly mathematics related such as               

engineering, financial and information technology courses. There is an option of pursuing      

extension 2 in year 12 where appropriate. 

 

Mathematics (2 Unit) – This course is undertaken by students who studied the 5.3 course or      

excelled in the 5.2 course in years 9 and 10. This course is intended to prepare students for     

further tertiary studies of mathematics in areas that have significant mathematical content 

such as science, engineering or business studies. 

 

Mathematics General (2 Unit) – This course is undertaken by students who studied the 5.2 or 5.3 

course in years 9 and 10. Those students who will not complete a mathematics major at         

university should consider this course. This course is intended to cater for the majority of          

students.  

 

Mathematics General (Options Plus) – This course is suitable for students who have studied the 

5.1 course in years 9 and 10. This is a school-developed course designed for students undertak-

ing a vocational learning pathway. They will move into the non-ATAR mathematics general 1 

course in year 12. 

 

No Mathematics – Mathematics is not compulsory for the Higher School Certificate. Some      

students may choose not to study mathematics if they have little interest or ability in this       

subject. A student who studied the 5.1 course in years 9 and 10 should consider this option (if 

hey have not chosen the Options Plus course mentioned above). 

 

ANSWERS to quiz on page 7— ‘Are you as smart as a ninth-grader?’ 

Anna is 6 years old, Henry is 4, Chloe is 12 and the twins are 11. If you used algebra to find the correct solution, well 

done!  You are, indeed, as smart as a ninth-grader!!!] 



 

 

 

Earlier this year, all of Year 7 were given a project designed to enhance their interest and 

knowledge of the famous mathematicians throughout history. As expected, the standard was 

very high.  Appearing below are just a few of their submissions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rather than produce a display on a cardboard sheet, Jasper Frost "thought outside the 

square" and created a website of outstanding quality. It was informative, creative, well          

designed and well executed. Congratulations Jasper on a great project! Please follow the link 

to view his submission. 

  

http://frostwebs.wix.com/pythagoras  

  

―The bar has been lifted!‖  Who wants to lift it even higher? 

 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=EkJCZwUOpECKZrLjKwhqo-BlrDUWX9JI972lFUadkL4YCF-VODOcKw1WUGH9ZerSB3ubsiYeTmg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ffrostwebs.wix.com%2fpythagoras


 

We can find maths in the most wonderful of places.  

 

In nature we see maths working in petal designs and the way a flower opens up or when we're 

walking along the beach we can see it in the shells washed up on the shore. Cone-shaped 

shells and spiral shells have an impressive ratio connection which follows the fibonacci spiral 

and Pythagoras' theorem.  

 

Also derived from Pythagorus, the Ancient Greeks were able to construct buildings using the 

aesthetically pleasing golden rectangle. For example the Parthenons and The Colosseum       

display use of the golden rectangle. When we draw the human form in art, we use many    

mathematical rules to create proportions and perspective. Leonardo Da Vinci used these rules 

in his most famous works Mona Lisa and Vitruvian Man. 

This is the close up image of              

Pythagoras who is seated in the       

bottom left corner of the whole      

composition and is writing in a book. 

This is an amazing painting by Raphael called 

"School of Athens" which depicts Pythagoras      

working on his mathematical theorems in the     

company of other scholars. It is a huge painting on 

one of the walls of the Vatican in Italy. 

 



 

Music and mathematics have been linked from ancient times.  During the medieval period the 

educational curriculum grouped Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy and Music together.          

Today’s modern computers are perpetuating that tie. 

 

Score writing is the first obvious area where mathematics reveals its influence on music.  In the 

musical script, we find tempo (4:4 time, 3:4 time and so forth), beats per measure, whole notes, 

half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes and so on.   

 

Writing music to fit x-number of notes per measure resembles the process of finding a common 

denominator—the different length notes must be made to fit a particular measure at a certain 

tempo.   

 

In addition to the obvious connection of mathematics to the musical score, music is linked to 

ratios, exponential curves, periodic functions and computer science.  With ratios, the               

Pythagoreans (585-400BC) were the first to associate music with mathematics.  They discovered 

the connection between musical harmony and whole numbers by recognising that the sound 

caused by a plucked string depended upon the length of the string.  They also found that     

harmonious sounds were given off by equally taut strings whose lengths were in whole number 

ratios—in fact every harmonious combination of plucked strings could be expressed as a ratio 

of whole numbers.  By increasing the length of the string of whole number ratios, an entire scale 

could be produced.  For example, starting with a string that produces the note, C, then 16/15 of 

C’s length gives B, 6/5 of C’s length gives A, 4/3 of C’s gives G, 3/2 of C’s gives F, 8/5 of C’s gives 

E, 16/9 of C’s gives D, and 2/1 of C’s length gives low C. 

 

Have you every wondered why a grand piano is shaped the way it is?  Actually there are many 

instruments whose shapes and structures are linked with various mathematical concepts.         

Exponential functions and curves are such concepts. 

 

The study of the nature of musical sounds reached it’s climax with the work of the 19th century 

mathematician, John Fourier.  He provided that all musical sound—instrumental and vocal—

could be described my mathematical expressions, which were the sums of simple periodic sine 

functions.  Every sound has three qualities—pitch, loudness and quality—which distinguishes it 

from other musical sounds. 

 

Fourier’s discovery makes it possible for these three properties of a sound to be graphically    

represented and distinct.  Pitch is related to frequency of the curve, loudness to the amplitude 

and quality to the shape of periodic function. 

 

Mathematical discoveries, namely period functions, were essential in the modern design of    

musical instruments and in the design of voice activated computers. 

 

Nairi Lepedjian—Classroom Teacher 



As part of the English Faculty's Crafting Unit, year 10 students were recently asked to complete      

essays detailing how authors inspire, challenge and entertain us through their work. Many          

different novels were studied across the classes but each was asked to examine the nuances     

of crafting creative works. Here are two examples. 

Jonathan Leonard—Classroom Teacher 
 

The second theme encouraged to challenge and inspire us is prejudice.  

 

An example of this is the treatment of Tom Robinson by most of the residents of Maycomb. In 

court, Tom is looked down upon as a ―coloured‖ man and given an unfair trial. While awaiting 

trial, many people try to injure him. ―Mr Finch, if you was a nigger like me, you’d be scared too.‖  

 

The colloquial language used in this example is designed to shock the reader and it makes you 

realise just how mistreated and prejudged Tom Robinson felt. It also helps us to understand the 

kind of prejudice African American men and women suffered during the 1930s.  

 

Another target of prejudice in To Kill a Mockingbird is Boo Radley. Throughout Maycomb, Boo is 

represented as a ―monster‖ for a mishap that happened many years ago. A prejudice has since 

shrouded him and the rest of the Radleys. They are perceived to be odd. Lee’s characterisation 

of Boo makes the reader feel slightly uneasy about him and on-edge even though we have   

never met him.  

 

The theme of prejudice challenges and inspires us to keep an open mind and always remain fair 

even when surrounded by bigotry.  

Kate McKay 

 

The novel is filled with racism and social inequalities, something all characters accept or deal 

with throughout the plot, stimulating the audience. Tom Robinson, a black man accused of the 

rape of a young white girl, loses his court case due to a prejudiced white jury despite the lack of 

evidence against him. In the era in which the novel is set, racism was common and generally   

accepted. Blacks were separated from the whites and contact was usually questioned or 

frowned upon.  

 

Imagery and setting is used to represent the town and its inequalities such as when the children 

attend Tom’s court case in the ―coloured‖ balcony with Reverend Sykes, a black pastor: ―Four 

negroes rose and gave us their front row seats.‖ The setting contributes to the story by creating 

the fundamental imagery for the audience.  

 

Atmosphere, context, attitude and character development are all affected by setting as it can 

deliver information without the author having to go into drudging details. The coloured balcony 

represents the racial divisions within the community in a direct form.  

 

Accompanying the racism are the social inequalities. Scout is constantly reprimanded for not   

being feminine or for behaving in a masculine way. This indicates the gender roles and             

stereotypes of the time, many of which still exist today.  

 

Dialogue particularly reinforces characterisation, the characters’ views and their relationships 

with others. ―Scout, I swear you’re getting’ more like a girl everyday.‖ Colloquial language adds 

to the effect of the dialogue which can reveal the moods of the characters.  

 

Through these details the audience is challenged and made to think about how the times have 

changed and the social injustices that still plague the world today in a time of supposed       

equality.     

Madison Magno 

 

 



 

 

 

The Wellbeing Team have organised a camp for year 9 in term 4. The dates are Monday 12     

October—Wednesday 14 October and it will be at Great Aussie Bush Camp in Kincumber.  

 

The students will be participating in team building and wellbeing activities, outdoor sports       

activities and other fun group activities. The camp is run by a professional company who tailor 

the activities to the student’s requirements.  

 

If you haven’t already done so please update any allergies or intolerances with the front office 

so that this information is correct for the camp organisers.  

 

Further details will be available shortly and then payments can be made to the front office by 

the end of term 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

In support of our Year 9 Wellbeing program and the PDHPE curriculum, the Wellbeing team have 

organised an incursion for students on Thursday 18 June Week 9. 

 

Students will participate in a workshop highlighting the difficulties adolescents encounter in the 

face of peer pressure to indulge in unsafe behaviour. It dispels the myth that drugs, alcohol and 

fast cars are cheap thrills.  

 

Your children will see that substance abuse is expensive - your money, your health, and your    

relationships and ultimately……..   

 

This show promises another action packed play with an important message for students of all 

ages. This is an important area for students to develop resilience and coping mechanisms.  

 

Students will be in the Performance Space with teachers. Facilitators from ―Brainstorm               

Productions‖ will conduct the play and activities that stimulate discussion and provide relevant, 

current information. 

Mrs Roulston Year 9 Adviser 

 

 



 

 

I spent the last Friday and Saturday of term 1 at the Royal Easter Show with Pittwater High       

students. I have always been impressed with our students on days like this. They had to make 

their own way to the Showground and be there by 9am on Friday morning. They rang me at 

8.45am to find out my whereabouts as they were all there and waiting. Their job on this day was 

to support a show team of Lowline cattle and calves. This involved washing, cleaning, leading 

and generally preparing the animals for their competition. All activities were done with energy 

and interest (even cleaning and polishing the 15 show halters!). 

The owners of the cattle were very impressed and are interested in developing our relationship 

further by providing us with cattle to show ourselves. (See letter page 15.) Our day on Friday 

ended at about 7pm at the Showground. The Show team members that were involved on this 

day were Will Bailey, Lucie Leonard, Robert Hulton, Danelle Kelliher, Jason Beard, Isabella     

Howard and Penny Fraser. 

On the Saturday, Danelle and Jason were entered in the "Youth Poultry Showmanship"         

competition. Starting time was 8am! The students had to use one of our show poultry and 

demonstrate their ability to handle the bird and display it for judging. They then had to stand up 

on stage and be questioned by the senior judge and the master of ceremonies. They were 

questioned about the breed of chicken, how they were prepared for the show, and how a 

judge would identify the best bird of its type. All this was done in front of an audience of about 

200 people. There were 80 competitors in this competition. I was proud and impressed by the 

way both students spoke with confidence and also the knowledge they possessed.  

Our Show Team continues to achieve great success against schools with much greater           

resources and showing history. Well done to the whole team, not just those who I have          

mentioned in this report. Many students have played a role; from year 8 collecting and grading 

eggs (which won best school egg plate) and year 9 preparing birds for the Hy-Line and        

Steggles competitions. I'll publish the final results after all competitions have been finalised. 

Leigh Thatcher – Classroom Teacher 

 



 

 

 

 
© Copyright Royal Agricultural Society of NSW | Rules & Regulations | Privacy 

Note: Results for each class are displayed as follows: Award, Catalogue Number, Exhibitor, Exhibit 

POULTRY SCHOOL POULTRY CLASSES 

CLASS: 1072 - Standard Soft Feather Light Breed, any variety, female  

2 2841  PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL MONA VALE NSW 2103 

CLASS: 1080 - Soft Feather True Bantam, any variety, female  

1 2888  PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL MONA VALE NSW 2103 

CLASS: S5024 - CHAMPION SOFT FEATHER TRUE BANTAM, ANY VARIETY  

Winner 2888  PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL MONA VALE NSW 2103 

CLASS: 1082 - Hard Feather, any variety, female  

4 2910  PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL MONA VALE NSW 2103 

POULTRY SCHOOL EGG LAYING COMPETITION 

 

CLASS: 1090B - Hy-Line Brown Commercial Layers - Eggs  

7 3359  PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL MONA VALE NSW 2103 

POULTRY SCHOOL EGG CLASSES 

CLASS: 1093 - Twelve Eggs, Hen, One Colour  

1 3386  PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL MONA VALE NSW 2103 

   

http://www.myras.com.au/res/results/ResultsSearch2.aspx?SY=2015&SN=75&EN=164642&TN=All%20Towns&BR=All%20Breeds&PC1=&PC2=&CL1=&CL2=&EI=1&OR=1&CT=ALL&Type=16
http://www.myras.com.au/res/results/ResultsSearch2.aspx?SY=2015&SN=75&EN=164642&TN=All%20Towns&BR=All%20Breeds&PC1=&PC2=&CL1=&CL2=&EI=1&OR=1&CT=ALL&Type=16


NSW Secondary Schools Team Racing Championship 2015 

The NSW Secondary Schools Team Racing Championship was a three day regatta from Friday 1 to       

Sunday 3 May.  Nineteen teams, each consisting of eight students entered the Championship; Pittwater 

High School was the only co-educational State High School competing amongst the likes of Knox, Scotts 

College, Cranbrook, Riverview, Brigidine, Ascham, Sydney Boys, Mater Maria, Canberra Girls and         

Canberra Boys. 

 

In team racing the race course is a square S shape, two teams race at a time, three boats in each team, 

and two crew in each boat.  The races are short and there are plenty of them (180 races over the three 

days), they require skills in crew work, tactics and teamwork to get the best combination of your team’s 

three boats over the line to win the race.  On-water judges call penalties during the racing. The schedule 

is gruelling and tests the endurance and concentration of the competitors.  Between races the teams 

wait on the changeover barge with all the other competitors where there is plenty of friendly rivalry and 

banter.  

 

An additional element testing the teams last weekend was the torrential rain and cold conditions.  The 

Pittwater High team started the regatta strong, with an almost perfect scorecard on day one, only one 

loss followed by the opposite results on day two.  On day three Pittwater went into the knockout rounds 

ranked 11th and knocked out Brigidine (ranked 6th), Ascham 1 (ranked 3rd). Pittwater then raced 

against Riverview (ranked 2nd) in a best of three races to make it to a sail-off for the finals.  The Pittwater 

team won the first race against Riverview and were leading the second race but were penalised by the 

umpire, Riverview went on to win two of the three races.  Pittwater then sailed the best of three against 

Scotts 2, losing 2-1 coming away with a fourth overall in the regatta. 

 

Pittwater High School has a proud history of success in teams racing and sailing.  This year’s team            

included Captain: Harley Walters (year 12), Travis Thorn (year 12), Harry Hall (year 11), Nic Andersen (year 

9), Tavish Walters (year 9), Liam Rodgers (year 9), Jessica Deathridge (year 8) and Logan Walters (year 7), 

in true team spirit Nathan Weiss (year 8) and Jarrah Sheppard (year 8) stepped aside for this regatta, due 

to crew weight combinations but will be instrumental in the future team.    

 

Thank you to all the parents for supporting the team and to the P and C and Pittwater High School and 

coach ex-student James Farquharson.  We are hoping to enter two teams next year so any Pittwater 

High sailors interested in teams racing, please advise Mr Johns. 

 

 

 



 

 

Parents/Carers:  Please don’t hesitate to contact me via phone or email if you have any      

questions.  

 

CAREERS EXPO: Friday 15 May, periods 3 and 4 for all year 10 and 12 students, the permission 

note was given to students a month ago and it has also been emailed home. Please return the 

permission slip and $15 to the red box no later than Wednesday 13 May!! 
 

Year 12:  

Meet The Business Leader, (or ―Cadetship Evening‖)  

Date: Wednesday May 20  at 5-8pm        Location: Luna Park 

Contact: Valeska Halpin; Careers Engagement Coordinator: 9290 5708 or 0434 335 670 
 

Year 10:   

Careers Lessons this term, once a fortnight. We will be: 

- delving into our family’s careers history,  

- completing a personality profile and how that affects our career choice,  

- researching the Careers Expo to make the most of the excursion,  

- looking into subject selection choices,  

- investigating the ―Job Guide‖! 
 

Also, students should be looking for a suitable work experience employer! Remember the       

required documentation should be returned 2 weeks before the placement. Photos of your 

placement would be great for the newsletter. 
 

JOBS/Other news:  Students need to check their department emails regularly for advertised 

jobs!  Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 
 

WEP Student Exchange Information Session  -  Come along to find out everything you need to 

know about student exchange and the options you have to study overseas as an international 

exchange student. 

Where: Warringah Mall Library, 145 Old Pittwater Road, Brookvale 

When:  16 May at 10:30am - 12pm  
 

See over page regarding information night if interested in studying in the United States  

 

YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto  

The MHSCareers website-Pittwater High School subscribes to this website which advertises      

current careers events. To login: use “parent” or “student” then password “14cairns”. You can 

also register for email alerts! The “Calendar” is great info!   

 

For more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out 

 CareersWorks, students should have the password but email me if you need a copy?   

 

Also, we have created the Pittwater High Careers website, please have a look and encourage 

students to register!!  

 

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on                                 

jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au  

Jocelyn Bates, Careers Adviser  

http://www.seek.com.au
http://www.mhscareers.com
http://www.careersworks.com
http://www.pittwaterhighcareers.com/
mailto:jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au


 

 









 

Wednesday 13 May:   Belinda Hodges, Fiona Griffith 

Thursday 14 May:   Dianne Del Pozo, Kate Bryant, Sheridan Femia 

Friday 15 May  Debbie Havenstein, Sue Nicol, Susan Crosse 

 

Monday 18 May  Tanya Leishman, Michelle Le Creurer 

Tuesday 19 May  Leonie Olivari, Blandine Bizeau, Ann Clayton 

Wednesday 20 May     Melissa Trbojevic, , Linda Newman, Di Brian, Helen Mijakovac 

Thursday 21 May  Keryn Gallagher, Sarah Jones, Margaret Woods, Peter Woods 

Friday 22 May  Rebecca Wall, Sunny Van Raad, Lisa Haworth 

 

Monday 25 May    Rebecca Wall, Sunny Van Raad, Lisa Haworth 

Tuesday 26 May  Georgia Bramham 

Please advise canteen managers Katrina or Felicity (ph 9999 4035, x122) if you are unable to make your 

canteen day.  Please don’t assume you will be covered.  

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents would like to assist on any day helpers are needed please 

contact myself or the Felicity or Katrina in the canteen.  

A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm A half day is 3 hours 

Fiona Griffith, Canteen Roster Co-ordinator 

 

 

There are two concerts coming up in weeks 5 and 6. Both are on 
Tuesday nights beginning at 6.30pm in the Performance Space and 
all are welcome.      Admission is free. 

On May 19 there is a year 7 concert which will feature both the 7p 
and 7e classes as well as individual and group items.   

On May 26 there is a year 8 concert which will feature the two 
elective music classes. They will present their projects as well as 
group and individual musical items. This will be a great night for 
year 7 to see what happens in the year 8 music classroom. 

        

Dr Martin Hardy—HT CAPA 


