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100th Anniversary of Gallipoli 

Principal’s Report: Jane Ferris 

As you know, this year we were fortunate to be selected to have four students and a teacher attend the ANZAC 

Commemorations at Gallipoli to mark the 100th anniversary.  We hope to hear their report in the next newsletter. 

Given that there were 20 outstanding applicants that missed out, it was fitting to ensure that we were fully        

involved back in Australia on this historic occasion. 

Many of our students were involved in the Warringah and Pittwater combined march and service on Sunday 19 

April.  Leading the way of the Peninsular Community of School section were captains Kate Armstrong and Sam 

Groom with prefects Madi Cassidy and Rahil Narayan. Also there were Pittwater High students playing in the 

combined school band and marching with different community groups such as cadets, guides and sporting 

teams. Luckily the stormy weather held off for the day. 

Also on Anzac Day itself vice captains Paul Su and Darienne Ansiewicz with prefects Madeleine Hayes, Meagan 

Story and Nick Simons attended the Pittwater RSL dawn service being the only school group to participate and        

present a wreath. Then at the 100 boat landing Sam, Kate, Madi  and Chris Pollock were involved in presenting 

wreaths to the surf boats that ceremonially took the wreaths out to sea. This was a particularly spectacular       

occasion. 

At school we had our own ANZAC ceremony which was uplifting – thanks to Ms Behringer helped by Ms Kerrigan 

for the organisation of this event. As well as the impressive speeches by student leaders, band and choir           

performances, I must congratulate the students of Pittwater High. They were extremely respectful of the entire 

procedures. As Dean White the School Director of Public Schools commented, you could have heard a pin drop. 

In all these events I have been most impressed by our students. 

 



 

CALENDAR 

Tue 28 April PHS Athletics Carnival—COMPULSORY SCHOOL DAY 

Wed 29 April PHS Cross Country 

Wed 29 April Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 

Wed 6 May Year 12 Surviving the HSC Information Night—6pm in school hall 

Friday 8 May Multicultural Day 

Tues 12, Wed 13, 

Thurs14 May 

 

NAPLAN 

I would like to firstly convey our thoughts and best wishes to all students and their     

families, as well as staff and community members affected by the events of last week’s 

storms. The many stories that have since been conveyed demonstrate the strong and 

resilient nature of the Pittwater High School community, with too many examples of 

support and friendship to list here. Thankfully the damage to the school was limited,   

although we did unfortunately lose a number of the wonderful gums and eucalypts on 

the grounds. 

Notwithstanding, the school has quickly managed to rally and clean up, in large part 

thanks to the efforts of Larry Bates and Cheree Hall, both of whom went above and 

beyond in the days following the storms to ensure that the grounds were looking smart 

very quickly. 

Special mention should also be made of the behaviour of all our students during the 

school ANZAC day ceremony, all of whom took the time to reflect on the importance 

of this day and to commemorate the sacrifices that the serving women and men of 

this nation have provided, with commendable respect. 

Finally I would like to thank the parents and students across all year groups, who have 

demonstrated flexibility and patience when faced by the rescheduling of events such 

as the “Surviving the HSC Information Night” and Cross Country. 

 I hope that this message finds you and your family well after the events of last 
week. Due to these circumstances, the 2015 Surviving the HSC Information Night 
scheduled on Wednesday 22 April 2015 was postponed. 

The event will now be held on Wednesday 6 May 2015, starting at 6pm in the 
Library.  A range of speakers will provide important information on many      
aspects of the HSC year, as well as providing practical strategies to overcome 
many of the common issues which arise. You will also have the opportunity to 
workshop with other students and their families, in order to implement the    
strategies that will be covered in order to help deal with the challenges of the 
final year in high school. 

 









  

 

 

 

Please be reminded about the following event which was communicated to you in February. 

CLOSING DATE—4 MAY 2015 

 

Dear Parent 

Welcome to the 2015 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS). For over 20 years ICAS has taken 

place each year in schools throughout Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, the Pacific region and South 

Africa. Your child is invited to participate in the 2015 competition for Science. 

 

All students receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions they answered correctly 

and their score compared with the rest of the students tested. The tests are an excellent preparation for National 

tests and the student report is useful for highlighting your child’s strengths and weaknesses. The UNSW certificate and 

individual student report are also suitable for your child to include in a portfolio. 

 

High quality UNSW certificates are awarded for each year level as follows: 

§  High Distinction to the top 1% of entrants 

§  Distinction to the next 10% of entrants 

§  Credit to the next 25% of entrants 

§  Participation to all other participating students. 

 

All students who achieve the highest score in each year level receive a UNSW medal. These medals are presented at either 

a Medal Presentation Ceremony or at a school assembly. Students must sit on the official sitting dates to be eligible for a 

medal. 

 

The entry fee per student is $8.80 and the Official Sitting Date for Science is 3 June 2015 

Please return the permission slip and entry fee by:   BY Monday 4 May 2015 

MaryAnne Smalley—ICAS Coordinator 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

           PLEASE RETURN TEAR-OFF SECTION TO SCHOOL 

 

I give permission for my child ________________________________________________ of _________________ 

                                                                          Students name                                                             Class 

 

to participate in the 2015 Australasian Schools Science Competition. 

 

Please find enclosed $8.80 entry fee. 

 

______________________________________________________    ____________________ 

                                      Parent/Guardian                       Date 

 



On behalf of the Science and Agriculture faculty, I would like to welcome all our students back to what 

we hope will be a very productive term two. 

Last term was a very exciting term in Science/Agriculture, we had ‘Mini’ the pig give birth to five lovely 

and healthy piglets all of whom provided much entertainment to our students who enjoyed watching 

them play in their pen during break times. 

The Agriculture classes attended and competed in the Royal Easter Show and Castle Hill Shows. We had 

great competition results. A special mention must go to Jason who competed in the judging competition 

at the Royal Easter Show and was a fantastic ambassador for our Agriculture program. Mr Thatcher will 

have a full report in the next newsletter. 

In Science, Mr Cannings is running a Science club with a group of very enthusiastic, young scientists from 

years 7 and 8. The club, which meets on Wednesday mornings, will undertake different science research 

projects that are of interest to the students and will present some of their research at the Pittwater       

Community of Schools Science Fair. 

Mr Taylor will be taking a group of year 9 and 10 Science/Engineering students to the Engineering       

Challenge. Mr Taylor's students have big shoes to fill as last years group were awarded second place. We 

wish the group luck in their challenge. 

Year 8 science classes, this term, will be competing in a crystal growing competition – more information to 

come soon! 

Year 12 students should now be increasing their studying as they are at least half way through the HSC 

course. With their HSC exams looming in the not too distant future, all students need to ensure their notes 

are up to date, they are writing summary notes and studying their course work. I would like to                

congratulate the year 12  science students on their performance in their half yearly exams. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind students that it is their responsibility to ensure they enter their 

homework on eDiary or in their own diary. Science staff will enter assessment tasks and upload copies of 

assessment tasks that are handed to students on eDiary. Students need to ensure that if they are absent 

when a task is handed out they check eDiary or see their teacher for a copy as soon as possible. 

Once again, welcome back to term two! 

Rachelle Krilich—HT Science 

 

Donations Wanted 

The TAS faculty is looking for 20-30 timber blanks suitable for turning on the timber lathes.  

Maximum diameter 200mm.  

If you have some suitable timber that you can donate please contact Miss Carolyn Samojlowicz 

(HT TAS) at the school on 9999 4035.  

Alternatively your son or daughter can talk to their Woodwork teacher at school. 



In the last week of the holidays Pittwater High School’s Gold Duke of Edinburgh students took a 

trip to Kosciuszko National Park to complete a four day hike through the Snowy Mountains.  

After a six hour drive, past all three of the Snowy Hydro Project Dams, students departed the bus 

and began their walk into the National Park. The first campsite was a two hour hike from the car-

park. When we arrived we set up camp, cooked dinner and settled in for the evening. The rain 

started at about 2am and didn't stop for the next three days. Despite these wet conditions the 

team hiked every day; walking through wet swamps, crossing swollen creeks and relaxing in the 

beautifully resorted huts that sparsely dot the hilly terrain.  

After we stared in awe at Valentines Falls, our most southerly destination, we began the two day 

journey back to the bus. After battling through sleet, and even snow, we all returned safely to 

the finish line. That night was spent relaxing in a lodge in Talbingo with all of the luxury of flushing 

toilets, hot showers and inner spring mattresses; all of which were greatly appreciated. 

Overall the hike featured some of the toughest conditions any Duke of Edinburgh student could 

endure however all of the kids were amazingly positive; there were no complaints, only            

determination and smiles. They all deserve to be commended on their consistently mature and 

professional approach to this challenging adventure.  

A huge thank you to Jodie Austen for organising and running the expedition.  

Mr James Tucker—Co-ordinator 

 







 

Wednesday 29 April:  Giovanna Graziano,, Nicole Graham, Claire Monty, Ange Torres 

Thursday 30 April:  Karen Maguire, Sheridan Femia, Kylie Bennets, Robyn Armsworth-Brack 

Friday 1 May Alison Turner 
 

Monday 4 May Selena Webber, Alison Christensen, Jenny McDowell 

Tuesday 5 May Natasha Zani, Ann Clayton, Rustanti Oetojo 

Wednesday 6 May    Lara Floyd, Kay Little, Louise Hardy 

Thursday 7 May Kate Power, Lee Waters, Glenda Hanks 

Friday 8 May C Marshall, Sandra Avedissian, Sarah Attfield, Kristy Inkster 
 

Monday 11 May Janet Howard, Jan Lysaght, Simone Allan 

Tuesday 12 May Leigh Griffiths 

Please advise canteen managers Katrina or Felicity (ph 9999 4035, x122) if you are unable to make your 

canteen day.  Please don’t assume you will be covered.  

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents would like to assist on any day helpers are needed please 

contact myself or the Felicity or Katrina in the canteen.  

A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm A half day is 3 hours 

Fiona Griffith, Canteen Roster Co-ordinator 

packfund@optusnet.com.au Phone 0431 121 631 

We are desperate for helpers especially on Fridays. Felicity and Katrina need help even for a 

couple of hours around Lunch 1 and 2. Anyone who thought about volunteering at the start 

of the year but didn’t know their schedule for work can still contact either Felicity, Katrina or 

myself (Fiona) to volunteer. 

 

Lifeline Northern Beaches Giant Book Fair:  
First Weekend May 2015 

 

Venue:              Balgowlah Boys High Campus 
                          Cnr Sydney Rd & Maretimo St, Balgowlah     
         
Dates/Times: Friday       1st May   4pm -- 9pm 
                      Saturday   2nd May  9am -- 5pm 
                         Sunday     3rd May   9am -- 2pm 
 

 
Please note we accept Visa & Mastercard and also have EFTPOS 
facility available.   
  
(Entry by gold coin donation very much appreciated) 
 
At the Book Fair there will be thousands of good quality books, at   
bargain prices, in many categories, including a wide range of children's 
books   suited to all ages.  
 
For the enthusiast/collector we have a large number of award winning 
and collectable books, so there is something for everyone. 

 
And, with winter just around the corner, now is the best time to stock 
up on reading 
 
All funds raised support the activities of Lifeline Northern             
Beaches which, in addition to the crisis line (13 11 14), provides a lot of 
services to our community, including 24 hour counseling, bereavement 
support, anger management and problem gambling to name but a few. 
 
Your support for our Book Fairs goes a long way in generating the 
funds required to continue providing these services to our community 
 

See you there! 

mailto:packfund@optusnet.com.au

