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Principal’s Report—Jane Ferris  

Outstanding HSC results 

Congratulations to the class of 2014 for outstanding HSC results which reflect clear growth at Pittwater 

High School over recent years. Over 26% of the cohort group received top band 6 results (90+) in at 

least one subject. Over 80% of students received one or more results in the top two bands with nearly 

300 results across bands 5(80+) and 6. Results by subject were also very impressive, with 84% of subjects 

above the state for results in these top bands. Many students also received ATARS in the 90’s – special 

mention of Sophie Wakefield who was dux with 97.35 followed by Ewan Coopey on 97.3. They both 

also achieved the prestigious Premier’s Award for Excellence having received band 6 results in 10 

units. All subjects did extremely well including the following that clearly excelled: Extension Music with 

all 4 students receiving the top band, French Beginners 61% (11 students) receiving band 6 and Textiles 

and Design 50% of students in the top band. All teachers at Pittwater are also to be thanked and     

congratulated on their dedication to teaching and supporting their students. We will be celebrating 

these successes at a Recognition Assembly for the Class of 2014 on Thursday 12 February at 9am. 

A warm welcome to new staff  

We are very fortunate in the calibre of new teaching and executive staff to Pittwater High School.  

Firstly can I welcome Mr Ben Rekic our new Deputy Principal. Mr Rekic comes from Bonnyrigg High 

School where he was responsible for student wellbeing and engagement, plus teaching and learning. 

His extensive experience in these areas, including clear expertise in literacy development and gifted 

and talented education, will support our school and the work of the senior executive. Mr Rekic will be 

responsible for years 8, 10 and 12 and Ms Andrews for 7, 9 and 11. A thank you to the great work of Ms 

Rachel Fleming who was relieving Deputy last year. She has now moved to the newly created position 

Head Teacher Student Wellbeing and Engagement. Mr Nick Johns has been appointed the new Head 

Teacher PDHPE and brings enthusiasm and experience from his work at Forest High and from overseas. 

Thank you to Mr Mark Dailhou who was relieving in this position last year. Congratulations to Ms 

Vanessa Cesta who now is the substantive Head Teacher Administration – we are delighted at this   

appointment because of her clear skills in technology and systems. Also we welcome to the school for 

2015 Ms Samantha Keen and Mr Patrick Cigana in English, Mr Ahmed Hamed and Mr Endaf Price in 

TAS and Ms Natalie Oates in Visual Arts. 

Year 7 all ship shape 

What wonderful young students have chosen to come to Pittwater High – with such calibre students 

we will continue to shine as a strong local comprehensive high school. Welcome to you all and your 

families. I look forward to seeing you as I visit classrooms and at the welcome BBQ on 10 February at 

5pm. 

Year 10 and Year 11 Information Sessions 

Students and parents need to attend these important sessions on Wednesday 4 February: year 10 at 

6pm followed by year 11 at 7pm. Separate flyers have been emailed home with hard copies             

distributed to students outlining the program.   

 



 

CALENDAR 

Thursday 4 February 6pm 

                                        7pm 

Year 10 Information Evening 

Year 11 Information Evening 

Tuesday 10 February— 5pm Year 7 BBQ—All welcome 

Thursday 12 February – 9am Recognition Assembly—2014 Year 12 

Monday 16—Wednesday 18 February Year 7 Camp 

Thursday 19 February School Photos 

Friday 20 February PHS Swimming Carnival 

It has been my very great privilege to join the senior executive team at Pittwater High School in 2015 and I 

would like to extend my sincere thanks for the overwhelmingly warm welcome extended to me by staff 

and students. I am told that this is the Pittwater way, and it is fantastic to be able to contribute to a school 

whose ethos has at it’s very core a strong emphasis on inclusion and support. 

The predominant impression that I am left with is one of a culture of rapport and support between    

teachers and students. This is evident everyday in the incidental conversations I hear in the hallways and 

playground, which are invariably positive and reflect the very good regard that each member of our 

community has towards one another. Upon this important foundation lies the success of the many welfare 

and curricula programs at the school, which are too numerous to list. So too, the school’s consistently 

strong achievements in the HSC and NAPLAN reflect a learning environment that meets the needs of   

students and the ways they learn, rather than one which adopts a “one fit for all” approach to              

education. Central to this has been the school’s ACED program, creating a proactive culture of            

differentiation and accommodation to best match teaching and learning with the needs of students. 

I look forward to meeting all members of the school community in the coming years, and in supporting 

the integration of the school’s motto of “truth, courtesy and courage” in all aspects of your child’s         

education. 

Ben Rekic 

It has been great to see students back at 

school this year  wearing their uniforms and 

so well prepared for learning.  

Year 7  

We are looking forward to seeing you all at 

the Year 7 BBQ which will also incorporate 

an information session on Cybersafety. 

Year 11 

The information evening on Wednesday 4th 

February at 7pm will cover essential            

information for successful learning in the    

preliminary year. Assessment books will also 

be distributed. 

 







 

Welcome Year 7 2015 

On Wednesday 28 January, Pittwater High welcomed our new Year 7 cohort for 2015. Even all the rain 

couldn’t hold back the smiles many of the student’s had as they began their first day of “high school”.  

The students were teamed up with their Peer Support Leaders in the morning who helped them to un-

derstand their new timetables, meet other students and get to know the daily routine of the day. The 

Year 7 students were treated to a sausage sizzle by their Peer Support Leaders for lunch and were able 

to mingle and relax after a very busy morning. The afternoon was spent meeting some of their new 

teachers and classmates for periods 4 and 5. 

It is often a huge step for many students when they start secondary school. There are different classes, 

teachers and subjects to get used to. Different buildings, bell times and even different ways of getting 

to and from school each day. 

Peer Support is a valuable program at Pittwater High School. The leaders assist the Year 7 students to 

manage these challenges and offer a friendly face they can turn to. 

The Peer Support Leaders will continue to run small group sessions throughout Term 1 and 2 this year. 

We wish all our new students the very best as they transition into high school. 

               Ms Therese Lagois—Peer Support Co-ordinator 



 
 

Big Questions have been asked and learning challenges posed.  
 

We are enthusiastically planning our co curricular opportunities for Term 1. Debating teams have 

been formed for Years 9, 10 and 11 competitions, and later this term we will commence our lunchtime     

Writers Group and Book Club.  

 

We welcome Ms Samantha Keen and Mr Patrick Cigana to our faculty. Both have taught Years 7-12 

in their previous schools and will productively contribute to the skill set of our team.  
 

Your involvement in your child’s learning is an essential ingredient for success and I encourage you to 

maintain communication with their teacher.  

Ms Penny Waters - Head Teacher 

 

Welcome back for all Year 9 students from Mrs Roulston and Mr Lutton.  

I am expecting big achievements this year from all students especially in the wearing of the correct 

uniform.  

In line with these high expectations on 27 February (week 5) we will be running a leadership workshop 

for the whole year to encourage students to participate in leadership roles within the school and      

resilience and coping skills.  

The note will be out towards the end of this week. 

 

The staff in the science department would like to thank all of those parents and staff who kindly        

donated their old aquarium equipment to the Marine and Aquaculture Technology program last 

year.  
 

The resources will be utilised this year by our marine students in the aquaculture 

of silver perch and blue-claw crayfish, however we are still seeking some final 

resources, so if you have any old aquarium supplies such as aquariums,      

heaters, air pumps and filters they would be greatly appreciated.  
 

In order to improve our program we are also sourcing some old fishing tackle 

such as hand reels, rods, crab traps and fishing line. The science department is 

also looking for old pool fencing that is needed for an upcoming large scale 

aquaponics project. If you are looking to clean out your shed or garage and 

would like to donate such equipment please contact Mr Cannings or Mr    

Tucker in the science department. 



PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL 

TERM 1 RECREATIONAL SPORTS 2015 (8 weeks) 

STUDENTS MUST SELECT 3 SPORT CHOICES FOR TERM 1 2015. SELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE THROUGH 
AN ONLINE SYSTEM IN WEEK 2.  
ALL FEES MUST BE PAID BY MONDAY 9

TH
 FEBRUARY, 2015. 

 

SPORT VENUE COST 

Fitness First Gym 
Organised classes  

Fitness First – Mona Vale 
 

$45 

Brazilian Jiu Jitsu  Basset St $90 

Fishing Pittwater $40 

Beach Soccer Mona Vale Beach Nil 

Beach Touch Football Mona Vale Beach Nil 

Beach Volleyball Mona Vale Beach Nil 

Beach Fitness Mona Vale Beach Nil 

Sailing  
NB – Finishes at 3.30pm 

REFER TO NEWSLETTER  -- RPAYC  
All levels -Students will be transported to RPAYC by 
parent volunteers and need to arrange own transport 

home. 

$280 
(8 
weeks) 

Surfing 
Must have surf survival certificate 
issued by school or equivalent – Year 
9 & 10 only 

Newport or Bungan beach  
Mona Vale Beach 
 

Nil 

Kayaking Paddlecraft  -  Bayview $120 

Stand Up Paddleboarding Paddlecraft  -  Bayview $135 

Duke of Ed 
*please note students electing this need 

to have pre-registered.  

Various $210 

FUTSAL Pittwater RSL -  includes transport to and from 
venue 

$100 

Kitchener Tennis 

Must have own racquet 
Kitchener Courts $50 

PHS Tennis                                      
Must have own racquet.   

Serious players only 

PHS $20 

Walking Bayview Nil 

School Volleyball  School Nil 

Pilates (including core strength and 

flexibility)  
PHS Nil 

 



 

Be involved in Australia’s most successful Olympic Sport and be part of a  

40 year impressive sailing history at PHS    

TERM 1, 2015 SCHOOL SPORT 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SAILING APPLICATION FORM 

 

Wednesday afternoon school sailing will commence at 12.30pm and finish at 
3:30pm Wednesday 11 February till Wednesday 25 March 2015, at Royal Prince  
Alfred Yacht Club, using AYF instructors.  The program caters for all levels of   
ability from novice to experienced, sailing on club Hobie Waves and PHS Pacers, 
from year 8 and above. Seniors are welcome if their timetable allows. 

Students will be transported to RPAYC by parent volunteers but need to arrange 
their own transport home.   

Fees will be $280 for the 8 week term payable by 6 February 2015 using the    
parent portal online (POP) or cheques made payable to “Pittwater High School”, 
envelope clearly marked with “SCHOOL SAILING” and STUDENT’S NAME and 
ROLL CALL CLASS then placed in Red Box in A Block Foyer. 
 

Please fill in the details below along with the RPAYC Consent Form and place, 
with the cheque, in the Red Box. Information re transport etc will only be            
forwarded to those who provide an email address. 

 

STUDENT’S NAME _____________________________ROLL CALL CLASS ________ 

PARENT’S NAMES and  EMAIL ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE___________________PARENT MOBILE_______________________ 

Parent able to assist with transport from PHS/RPAYC (circle)          YES           NO 

Level of sailing ability: (circle)         experienced          intermediate          beginner 

Mr Johns, Head Teacher PDHPE/Sport 





Welcome back to another exciting year at Pittwater High. Please don’t hesitate to contact me via 

phone or email if you have any questions. 

 

Year 12/Year 11: some students started TAFE courses this week at Brookvale TAFE, Freshwater Campus 

and St Leonards TAFE. Please tell me if you can’t make TAFE for any reason. 

 

Year 10:  Careers Lessons this term, once a fortnight). We are registering for the new                         

pittwaterhighcareers website, investigating undertaking an optional work experience week, taking    

interest tests to help decide on suitable future careers and more! 

 

JOBS:  Students need to check their department emails regularly for advertised jobs!  

 

Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 

 

Ticketmaster: is recruiting students who are 17+ years old for casual box office positions at Brookvale for 

autumn and winter events, i.e Manly Football games and the Easter Show. See me for further details. 

 

YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto the MHSCareers website-Pittwater High School           

subscribes to this website which advertises current careers events. To login: use “parent” or “student” 

then password “14cairns”. You can also register for email alerts! The “Calendar” is great info!   

 

Or for more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out CareersWorks, 

(the password was emailed earlier to students and parents but please email me if you don’t have it).   

 

Also, we have created the Pittwater High Careers website to trial this term, please have a look and   

encourage students to register!!  

  

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on                                                       

jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au  

 

J. Bates, (Careers Adviser, EXT 106). 

 





 

Newport Breakers 

Netball Club 

  
  

Come and try netball with the 

Newport Breakers Netball Club! 

  

Registrations Still Open 

  

For more information visit our website 

http://newportbreakersnc.nsw.netball.com.au/ 

  
Email newportbreakersnetball@gmail.com or 

shahnse@netspace.net.au 
   

  

 

M.W.B.A’s EXCITING NEW PROGRAM FOR GIRLS ONLY 

This program is designed to introduce 7-12yr old girls to          

basketball. The focus will be on skill development and         

enjoyment and will be run by female coaches and                                       

senior representative players. 

Dates: Sat 7 February to Sat 28 March 2015 

 Time: 2:30 – 3:30pm 

Where: Northern Beaches Indoor Sports Centre 

Cost: $90 includes a Pink Basketball, T-shirt or Gym Sack. 

N.B.: An email will be sent out to confirm placements into 

this program. Numbers are limited to the first 50 girls. 

Anyone who shows up on the day will not be accepted.  

Payment & application must be made by Thurs 5 Feb. 
 

Please return form to: Fax: 9913 3644  or  

email: camps@manlybasketball.com.au  
 

Name: _________________________________Age:____ 

Mobile Number: ______________________ 

Email:_________________________________________ 

Payment method: MasterCard/Visa (please circle) 

_ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _    Exp: _ _/_ _            Amt: _______ 

http://newportbreakersnc.nsw.netball.com.au/
mailto:newportbreakersnetball@gmail.com
mailto:shahnse@netspace.net.au
mailto:camps@manlybasketball.com.au






 

Hi everyone 

 

Welcome back to another fantastic year at the 

canteen!  

 

A big warm welcome to our volunteers and an 

especially big hug to our new mums joining us for 

the first time .We would not be able to produce 

the quality and variety of food that we do      

everyday without your help so thank you          

everyone. 

 

Now down to business. 

 

The canteen will now be able to offer you a new 

system of labelling that endeavours to protect our      

students from allergic reactions to nuts. 

 

The system is a red "Nuts Allergy Allert" sticker   

attached to the packaging of the product as 

well as a round red sticker attached to hand-

made individual products. 

 

In a menu item such as salad ,the nuts will be   

offered separately in a small bag also sporting a 

red dot sticker. 

 

As always our staff and volunteers will ask each 

student if they are "ok" with nuts ,so we have    

several lines of defence but we are not able to 

guarantee that our products are 100% nut free.  

 

Gluten free products are also available from our 

canteen and can be pre-ordered for lunch. Our 

menu offers daily specials and a number of set 

menu items that are always available to our    

gluten-free students and staff so come and have 

a look or have a chat with us about our gluten 

free options. As with nuts we cannot guarantee 

that our products are 100%GF. 

 

We would like to ask our volunteers to please 

wear covered shoes and to tie hair back to help 

us with our health and safety standards. 

 

See you at the canteen 

Felicity ,Katrina, Cindy and Diana 

Wednesday 4 February 

Belinda Hodges, Fiona Griffith 

 

Thursday 5 February 

Dianne Del Pozo, Kate Bryant, Sheridan Femia 

 

Friday 6 February 

Debbie Havenstein, Sue Nicol, Kim Haywood-

Matty, Susan Crosse 

 

Monday 9 February 

Tory van Brugge, Tanya Leishman 

 

Tuesday 10 February 

Leonie Olivari, Blandine Bizeau, Ann Clayton 

 

Wednesday 11 February 

Melissa Trbojevic, , Linda Newman, Di Brian,     

Helen Mijakovac 

 

Thursday 12 February 

Keryn Gallagher, Sarah Jones, Margaret Woods, 

Peter Woods 

 

Friday 13 February 

Rebecca Wall, Sunny Van Raad, Lisa Haworth 

 

Monday 16 February 

Michelle Le Creurer, Christine Bratkovic, Roger 

Springthorpe, Karen Lambert 

 

Tuesday 17 December 

Sue Stevens, Wendy Mclean, Susanne Mitchell  

 

If you are unable to make your rostered day 

please try to arrange a swap or advise canteen 

managers Katrina or Felicity (ph 9999 4035, x122) 

 

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents 

would like to assist on any day helpers are    

needed please contact myself or the Felicity or 

Katrina in the canteen.  

 

A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm 

A half day is 3 hours 

 

Fiona Griffith 

Canteen Roster Co-ordinator 

packfund@optusnet.com.au 

Phone 0431 121 631 

mailto:packfund@optusnet.com.au


EDUCATES…CHALLENGES…EXCITES  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 

NO. 305 SQUADRON RECRUITING NOW 

 

No. 305 Squadron is an Australian Air Force Cadet (AAFC) unit. The AAFC is a youth development organisation 

supported by the Royal Australian Air Force, and is aimed at providing young adults with a wide variety of    

exciting and adventurous activities. Some of these activities include flying, field craft training and rifle shooting. 

305 Squadron parades at The Dee Why Multi User Depot, during the public school term, on Thursday nights    

between 6.30pm and 9.30pm. 

To be eligible for enrolment you must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident aged between 13 and 18 

years at time of enrolment. The Squadron’s recruit information evening will be held on Thursday 12 February for 

7.30pm at Dee Why Multi User Depot, 40 South Creek Rd, Dee Why. Prospective recruits and their parents are 

most welcome and encouraged to attend.  

If you would like any further information, please visit our website: www.305sqn.aafc.org.au, or find us on         

Facebook at: www.facebook.com/305SQN. 

http://www.305sqn.aafc.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/305SQN

