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This year some of our teachers have elected to work on projects in leading educational innovation (LEiP).     

Teachers worked over three terms to plan, implement, reflect and present their findings. The quality of innovation 

was evident when the participating teachers presented their LEiP projects last week. Projects included                

investigation into scientific report writing, observing and reporting on learning capabilities, critical reflection in   

increasing resilience and performance, literacy app in year 7 TAS, project based learning, alternative pathways 

for seniors and stress management support in the classroom. Through LEiP, learning opportunities for students have 

been enhanced while our teachers are clearly life long learners adding to the positive culture of our school     

community. 

Senior Support Study Day 

Last Thursday our 2016 year 12 students participated in a senior study day. In the morning they attended           

workshops on memory techniques and studying smart, time management and organisational skills, understanding 

new technologies and their applications, and effectively working with BYOD. Learning to use different software,       

including OneNote, Excel and the Adobe suite, as well as a greater familiarity with the flexibility of Microsoft 365 

and Google Apps will not only assist students as they prepare for the HSC but also move into work or tertiary study. 

Students are also able to easily search for and access current relevant information and share learning using cloud 

based applications. In the afternoon students attended a 3 hour workshop on the English area of study Discovery 

presented by Karen Yager. In all students commented a very worthwhile day. Thank you to staff who gave up their 

time running workshops. 

High School Experience Days 

On Monday and Tuesday we hosted year 5 students from 

Newport Public School and Mona Vale Public School to a 

taster of high school. Students participated in a range of 

lessons such as science, history, wood technology, visual 

arts, drama, gym and agriculture giving them the           

opportunity to be taught by specialist teachers in specialist 

rooms. This was a wonderful opportunity to assist them    

early on in their orientation towards high school for 2016. 

The visiting primary school teachers were very impressed at 

the calibre of teachers, the maturity and helpfulness of the 

year 9 helpers and how welcome they were all made to 

feel. At the conclusion of the day the students were      

treated to a concert featuring our talented musicians and 

dancers. The hard work and commitment by our staff is 

greatly appreciated and we thank all involved.  

 

Important dates for this cohort group are the Open Nights at their local Peninsular of Schools high school in term 

one next year - Barrenjoey HS Thursday 26 February; Pittwater HS Tuesday 1 March; Narrabeen Sport HS       

Wednesday 2 March. All our schools offer high quality education and are proudly public schools. At Pittwater High 

School, due to increased demand from local students choosing not to go private, out of area places are limited 

and will be considered individually. Consideration is based on number of positions available, primary school      

attended, siblings already at the school, the music program and agriculture. 

In addition, for students planning to sit the extension test for the class of 2017, application forms are now available 

from your primary school or at our website.  

LEADING EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION 

Principal’s Report: Jane Ferris 



 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday 10 November PHS Musicale—7pm 

Wednesday 11 November Remembrance Day 

Monday 16—20 November Spirit Week 

Tuesday 17 November Music Presentation Night 

Thursday 19 November Sport Presentation Assembly 

Friday 4 December  Biathlon—6:45am 

Tuesday 8 December Presentation Night—7pm School Hall 

High School Experience Day and Car Boot Sale  

We would like to acknowledge the efforts of staff, and the eighteen year 9 guides, in ensuring that visiting 

primary school students were welcomed and well supported during their High School Experience Day.   

Students particularly enjoyed the end of day concert, with eight acts spanning years 7 to 12, and really 

engaged with the excellent “MC-ing” of Ian Edmondson and Lucy McLean.   

In addition, we wish to congratulate the China Tour Fundraising team for a successful car boot sale,      

conducted on the school grounds this past Sunday.  Money raised will go towards the China instrumental 

tour next April.      

Digital Thumbprint 

This week, students in year 7 and 9 will be attending workshops held by Optus to support Cybersafety in 

schools.  The Digital Thumbprint program aims to raise awareness about Cyber Safety issues through 3    

programs, tailored to the issues impacting students at different stages of their lives.  Students in years 7 and 

9 will spend one period this week attending a workshop aimed to promote responsible online behaviour 

and awareness of issues that affect teenagers in the modern digital age.   

More information on the program can be found at http://www.digitalthumbprint.com.au/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited to the  

Pittwater High School 2015 Presentation Night 

on Tuesday 8 December at 7pm in the school hall. 

Please put this date into your diary. 

Flowers for the Stage:  If you are able to assist on the morning with a 

donation of flowers and/or the arrangement of them please email 

Amanda Sechi at amanda.sechi@det.nsw.edu.au  

Supper:  A light supper will be available after the function. 

 
 

The Pittwater High School Sports Presentation assembly will be held 

on Thursday 19 November in the school hall at 9:15am. 

 

The assembly will celebrate the sporting contributions and success 

of Pittwater High School students in 2015.  

 

A morning tea will follow the ceremony for                                     

parents of award recipients. 

http://www.digitalthumbprint.com.au/


Three of our HSC Visual Arts students have been recognised as producing exemplary Major 

Works for the 2015 HSC. Ailish Saunders ‘The Afternoon Knows What the Morning Never            

Expected’, Molly Jones ‘After Rachel’ and Imogen Temple ‘the Granny Square’ have been  

selected to exhibit in the Manly Art Gallery Exhibition “Express Yourself” in April 2016 which 

acknowledges the best work by Northern Region students . Congratulations to these three      

students! 

We also wish to acknowledge the $1000 scholarship awarded to Chelsea Haggett by Dee Why 

RSL Club. Chelsea won this competitive scholarship which is awarded annually to talented  

HSC Visual Arts students to help towards the purchase of materials and mounting . 

Finally, we must also congratulate Grace Brown for being pre-selected for Art Express (for her 

artwork ‘The Afterlight’) which exhibits exceptional artworks from HSC students from the state. 

We wish Grace luck in being selected in the final round for exhibition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

our HSC Visual Arts Students 

AILISH SAUNDERS 

  CHELSEA HAGGETT 

‘A Eulogy for a Flower’ 

GRACE BROWN 

IMOGEN TEMPLE 



I wish to enter as (circle appropriate A, B, C or D) 

A. Individual (400m swim and 5km run)   _______________________________ 

B. Individual (400m swim and 5 km run) plus team tag _______________________________ 

C. Swimmer only and my running partner is:   _______________________________ 

D. Runner only and my swim partner is:   _______________________________ 

ENTRY FEE   $10 per competitor (includes breakfast) $5 per competitor (no breakfast) 

CONTACT PERSON:   Mark Dailhou   0418974883 or 99994035  

Race Rules and Further Information 

1. Entries accepted on the morning but if you wish to have breakfast please inform the      

 Monday before race day. This enables us to cater. If you enter on race day you will not be 

 able to attend breakfast. Breakfast starts at 8am at the Trade Training Centre (behind 

 the school hall). 

2.  You may compete as an individual and complete both swim and run. You may also      

 compete as a team “tagging” your runner as you leave the water. A swimmer may tag 

 more than one runner. 

3.  Race starts 6:45am. 

4.  At no stage is running on the road permitted. Crossing roads is to be done under supervision 

 of Race Officials. Undue delays at crossings may be subject to time adjustment. Failure to 

 comply with direction at crossing will lead to instant disqualification and disciplinary action 

 at school. 

5.  Traffic has priority over competitors. 

6.  There are to be no “unofficial entries“.  Participants from other schools and parents are 

 most welcome to compete. (An official entry consists of this sheet with appropriate         

 declaration completed.) 

7.  Race officials will determine your race category. Certificates and medals will be awarded 

 as soon as practicable.  

8.  Adequate race preparation must be undertaken in the weeks proceeding the race. Trial 

 swims and runs of similar distances must be undertaken. Firstly for confidence, then building 

 carefully over several sessions, gradually increasing  to “race pace”.  

9.  Any competitor with a medical condition which may influence their performance must 

 make officials alert to details, so additional  monitoring and care can be provided.  

 

I, ______________________________________ age ______ (this year) Male / Female (circle correct) 

from ______________________________________(school) wish to enter  the 2015 Summer Biathlon.  

Accompanying entry fee is $10/ $5. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Guardian consent.  

I ____________________________________(parent/guardian of ____________________________________ 

(do hereby give permission for my son/daughter to participate in the 2015 PHS Summer Biathlon. 

In granting  permission I attest my child is capable of completing the swim and/or run leg of this 

event. I also understand that I have a duty to inform the race officials of any condition which 

may be significant to the health and safety of my child during the running of this event. 
 

Alternate declaration (adults) I hereby apply to participate in the 2015 PHS Summer Biathlon.  

I attest I am capable of completing this course.              Signed: _______________________________ 

 

Note: If you wish to partake in the after race breakfast you need to inform organizers the Monday prior. 

 

 

Friday 4 December at 6:45am 



All welcome, parents, relatives, friends and past students. You can compete as an        

individual or as a team. A swimmer can tag multiple runners and can also continue on 

as an individual. There is as much emphasis on participation as competition. A delicious 

breakfast follows at the school trade training centre afterwards, all before school starts. 

Come along and help us celebrate our 30th year. A biathlon history is currently being 

prepared. 

 

 



 

 

The Pittwater High School continues to stamp its authority as a powerhouse of schoolboy rugby 

union on the Northern Beaches. The under 16’s boys Peninsula Cup Rugby Union tournament 

concluded last term with PHS prevailing victorious as the cup winners against some high        

fancied rugby institutions found north of the bridge (Spit Bridge).  

 

Now as we were approaching the pointy end of the competition, we were only placed 3rd on 

the ladder after suffering a couple of losses in the round robin competition due to injuries and 

players being absent from school. However, we knew as a team, deep down that come the 

finals campaign the team would lift! Because mate ship would be found in bucket loads!      

Talent was seen exponentially across the park! And visions of champions were being tattooed 

into their subconscious of self-belief. 

 

The semi final was played against Mater Maria on unfamiliar opposition grounds. The journey to 

Warriewood was a war of attrition for players that resulted in PHS fielding a team of 13 players 

for the game. Most teams faced with playing stiff opposition, away from their adoring fans and 

finding themselves 2 players down for a 60 minute bruising encounter, might scan the horizon 

for possible exit strategies like a hole or tree, and become ghost like. However, not us! Not this 

team of outstanding players. With heads held high, chest pumping with testosterone and     

bravado, and steel springs in their legs went over the trenches as one and performed the most 

breathtaking display of rugby seen at school boy level for this humble coach. To praise one   

individual player for their attitude and performance in that game would do injustice to the 

whole team, because as one they played like a pride of lions on the hunt. 

 

The unique circumstance in which the semi final was won gave the playing group significant 

extra self-belief in the preparation for the big dance, which was scheduled to be played at 

Mona Vale fortress (PHS) a week later. Now the opponents for the final were St Paul’s High 

School, who are an undisputedly strong, quality and determined adversary to meet. Our       

previous encounter in the round robin stage of competition illustrated this when we went down 

5 tries to nil, so we were highly aware of the type of wrecking ball they could be. 

 

However, one week is a long time in the life of a student (well anyone really). Because come 

finals day, instead of 13 players, which stood up in the battle against Mater Maria, I now had 28 

quality players to choose from the playing roster. Wow! What a coaches dream to select the 

likes of senior players such as Liam Webber, Ek Lambert-Leplastrier, Harry Binding, Daniel Chun, 

Max King, Josh Love, Patrick Gilliland, Luke Trbojevic, Adam French, Kane Renshaw, Jordan 

Biggs, Felix Hodgson, Lachlan Creagh and Callum Bowden. 

 

Well the scene was set, it was a glorious winter’s afternoon, with a moderate southwest breeze 

running across the field to aid the dramatics of a setting sun. The sidelines were jammed 

packed with adoring fans, spectators and budding enthusiasts to watch the game they play in 

heaven. 

 

The whistle blew to start, fireworks ignited in and around the game for the players on both 

sides, who showed super human strength at all times. Observers felt like collapsing on the     

sidelines at times from the sheer exhilaration and speed the game was played at. Tires were 

traded, goals were kicked and at the end of regulation time these two mighty adversaries 

were locked in a brutal arm wrestle with scores drawn at 12 all. 

 

Should this epic encounter finish with a draw?? 

 

Now after 60 minutes of witnessing the most fierce display of rugby, the PHS sidelines were     

littered with players being injured, sore, exhausted and out off their feet. But, the unthinkable 

was made possible; the referee decides to throw in a verbal hand grenade! “How about 10 

minutes of extra time”! The journey continues… 

 

Peninsula Cup under 16’s Rugby Union Competition 



In reflection as I type this summary of the 2015 rugby season there is that one quintessential    

moment in this game where the players heads, bodies and minds were literally viewed as falling 

off the ledge and plummeting down a dark hole. This was illustrated by the players after St 

Paul’s scored a try near the corner post in extra time. The game was lost, the struggle was at an 

end and the journey didn’t end as expected. 

 

Now, let me introduce verbal hand grenade 2 by the referee“ Pittwater there is still 2 minutes 

left in the game”! 

 

Wow! I have always considered myself an enthusiast of the human body and it’s chemical   

marvels, but after witnessing the awestruck change made by a single statement to the playing 

group of boys, it left me with paralyzed with no words! 

 

Houston we have lift off! The players charged back out towards the half way line to commence 

the restart. The minutes that flowed on after the ensuing restart was dream like to watch. The 

players were relentless and domineering at every facet of the game. The continued pressure 

piled on by PHS lead to 4 consecutive penalties causing the bewildered opponents to retreat 

further and further to their try line. The flood gates eventually couldn’t hold and Harry Binding 

twinkled his toes and danced his way to inches from the try line before popping up a pass to 

Kane Renshaw who caressed the ball softly into his mitts before falling and placing the ball    

behind the try line! 

 

The game was over, time had been erased, and the score was 17 all after St Pauls’ previous try 

wasn’t converted from the sideline.  But alas, we still had a kick to win! Steady as you like Adam 

French who is known to have cold blood pumping through his veins in moments like these,      

casually walked up to gently kick the ball, and this moment, into the memories of all the            

individuals present for many, many years to come. 

 

The champions in this team included; Year 11, Daniel Chun, Ian Edmondson. Year 10, Lachlan 

Creagh, Tom O’Connor, Ek Lambert-Leplastrier, Elijah Bucknell, Basil Irniger, Cade              

Cooper-Durante, Luke Trbojevic, Max King, Dylan Ferguson, Angus Bradshaw, Zac Dinter, Kane 

Renshaw, Josh Love, Adam French, Harry Binding, Angus Prior, Patrick Gilliland, Johan Fetlaar, 

Jordan Biggs, Liam Webber, Joshua Wijnen. Year 9, Callum Bowden, Felix Hodgson, Ryan      

Avedissian, Tyler Crichton; Levi Stevenson, Toby Jones 

Luke Trout—Coach 

 

 



 

 

‘Bundanon Art and Textiles Excursion’ will again be on offer next year for Visual Arts and Textiles 

students from Year 9-11, with the three day trip taking place in May 2016. This experience offers a 

variety of hands on workshops for Visual Arts and Textiles students incorporating the Bundanon 

Trust estate, donated by artist Arthur Boyd. 

Visual Arts students participate in several art making sessions based on contemporary art  prac-

tices surrounding the landscape, while textiles students explore eco-dying, weaving from natural 

materials sourced from the area and hand stitched hangings or wall panels.  

The skills and techniques learnt at Bundanon help form students’ understanding of art practice 

and improve their individual art making skills while enjoying the three day experience with their 

peers. Spaces are limited for this excursion. Expression of Interest forms will be distributed in        

December with further details regarding the trip. 

 



 

Parents/Carers:  Please don’t hesitate to contact me via phone or email if you have any questions.  

Year 12:  UAC applications for university places in 2016: For those undertaking an ATAR pathway and    

wishing to go to university next year, they will need to log in and select their 9 university courses for 2016. 

Selection deadline was the end of September, however you can still apply, and you will just pay a late fee. 

This year’s UAC books have arrived-please collect and sign for your copy from the Careers Office! 

EAS, (Educational Access Scheme) applications for those who have suffered “long-term educational     

disadvantage” (to gain extra ATAR points) are available now from the Careers Office in the Library.     

Deadline early December! 

University Open Days: 

DATE     UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY 

7-December   Southern Cross University—Coffs Harbour 

9-December    Southern Cross University—-Lismore 

11-Dece,ber   Southern Cross University—-Gold Coast 

 

Full-time Jobs:  

Electrical apprenticeships 

Landscaping apprenticeship 

Locksmith traineeship 

Hairdressing apprenticeship 

Please see me for more information. 

 

Year 10:  Careers Lessons this term, once a fortnight. We will be:- 

Making a short video clip about a job of interest 

Investigating post-school options 

“All My Own Work” course in preparation of senior studies and the HSC rules and regulations 

 

NOTE: Work Experience for this year has now concluded. 

JOBS/Other news:  Students need to check their department emails regularly for advertised jobs!  

Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 

YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto  

The MHSCareers website-Pittwater High School subscribes to this website which advertises current 

careers events. To login: use “parent” or “student” then password “14cairns”. You can also       

register for email alerts! The “Calendar” is great info!   

Or for more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out               

CareersWorks, students should have the password but email me if you need a copy?   

Also, we have created the Pittwater High Careers website, please have a look and encourage 

students to register!!  

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on                                   

jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au      

J. Bates, (Careers Adviser, EXT 128). 



 ALL trophies awarded last year are to be return to office for the attention of Dr Hardy 

China Tour Photos in Full Band Uniform:  China photo tomorrow (10 November) in Winnerimery 

Bay at 3.45pm 

Band Captains 2016:  2016 Year 12 students are encouraged to contact Dr Hardy for              

nomination  

Upcoming events:  Dates of end of year events to be confirmed shortly. 

 

 

When Event Location Ensemble 

10 November  7pm PHS Music Night School Hall 

Selected students, Year 7 Music 

Elective Class, Senior Strings, Sen-

ior Stage - Full band Uniform 

17 November  7pm 
Instrumental Presenta-

tion Night 
School Hall All ensembles - Full band Uniform 

8 December  7pm 
School Presentation 

Night 
School Hall 

Senior Stage Band  - Full band  

Uniform 



INFORMATION REGARDING INTRODUCTION OF SCHOOL OPAL CARD 





CANTEEN NEWS 

Wed 11 Nov:  G Graziano, N Graham, C Monty, Ange Torres 

Thu 12 Nov: S Femia, K Bennetts, Robyn Armsworth-Brack 

Fri 13 Nov: A Turner, T van Brugge, J Huxtable, R Kempton 

Mon 16 Nov: S Webber, A Christensen, J McDowell 

Tue 17 Nov: A Clayton, R Oetojo 

Wed 18 Nov: L Floyd, K Little, L hardy 

Thu 19 Nov: K Power, G Hanks, M Woods, P Woods 

Fri 20 Nov: C Marshall, S Avedissian, S Attfield, K Inkster 

Mon 23 Nov: J Howard, J Lysaght 

Tue 24 Nov: L Griffiths 

 

Please advise canteen managers Katrina or Felicity (9999 4035, 

x122) if you are unable to make your canteen day.  Please don’t 

assume you will be covered. 

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents would like to assist 

on any day helpers are needed please contact myself or Felicity 

or Katrina in the canteen.  A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm; a half 

day is 3 hours. 

Fiona Griffith:    packfund@optusnet.com.au    Ph 0431 121 631 


