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Principal’s Report—Jane Ferris 

   Vocational Education and Training at Pittwater High 

CALENDAR 
Wednesday 27 August P&C Meeting—all welcome 

At Pittwater High School we are very proud of the diverse range of subjects we offer that cater for the different interests of students. 
An important component of this choice is the vocational education and training (VET) industry framework courses we teach in     
Hospitality and Construction. 

The Trade Training Centre enables Hospitality students to prepare food to industry standard.  It is fully fitted out with commercial 
equipment, including a combination oven and commercial stoves, mixers, bain marie coffee machine, preparation room, fridges and 
freezers, scullery (washing up room) with commercial dishwasher and storage and all the equipment for students to use.  I was       
delighted today when two Year 10 students in the accelerated Hospitality class visited me to show and share their amazing hazelnut 
meringue gateaux – and yes, it tasted as great as it looked! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction students also complete practical and theoretical components of the course, along with 70 hours of work placement at 
local building companies. The students’ practical work has enhanced the school with projects such as creating concrete slabs for      
agriculture, tiling and outside picnic tables.  

Part of offering VET in schools is to comply with stringent standards of the Australian Skills Quality Authority. Last week our school 
participated in an all day audit where programs were viewed, resources and work samples assessed, and students and staff           
interviewed. Overall our school demonstrated an excellent platform of delivery and we were praised on having best practice for   
delivery of these courses in the region. Congratulations to all the VET teachers and students. 

Community Forum on ‘Raising Resilience in Teenagers’ 
The community forum last week was excellent with the outstanding keynote speaker, psychologist Phil Nunn. Parents and staff in 
attendance found him so insightful that many have requested that Phil returns next year to speak again. A huge thanks to Acting 
Deputy Principal Rachel Fleming for organising this event. 
 
Congratulations to our students 
Last week I was delighted to attend Pittwater High jazz evening – the students in our two stage bands were as always truly      
amazing. Also I was delighted to hear the stage bands from our two feeder primary schools  - Newport PS and Mona Vale PS. For 
such youngsters the standard was very impressive and I am thrilled that many will be attending PHS in the future. 
 
Also congratulations to our year 12 HSC students who have been completing their major works in the last few weeks. I have been 
fortunate to have a preview in Textiles, Wood Technology, Design Technology and Visual Arts. Well done to you all in reaching such a 
standard of work. 



 

 
Thank you to all parents and staff who attended our “Raising Resilience in Teenagers” evening on 
Wednesday night.  Phil Nunn, Psychologist and educator for over 20 years, explored the issues faced by 
young people.  Those in attendance left the evening with some practical strategies and ways to engage 
our young people in conversations.  We would also like to thank our presenters from external        
agencies—Taldamande, Youthreach and Headspace for explaining the services and supporting families 
in need. 
 
Below are some useful agencies that work with families on a range of issues.  As deputies we often liaise 
with these agencies to support our students.  Feel free to contact them at any time.  Youthsource is an 
excellent app that provides the names of services in the Northern Region that support young people. 

 

The next P&C meeting will be held on Wednesday 
27 August at 7:30pm in A Block on the 1st Floor in 
the Teacher Common Room. 

Again, all parents most welcome! 

Hubert van Mierlo 
President—PHS P&C Assn. (Inc) 



 

Life of Pi 
 

One day merges to the next 
And time seems endless 
A sense of routine 
A fight for survival, a wave of consciousness 
Engulfs my thoughts slowly seeping through cracks in my determination 
Striving, struggling 
For a glimpse, a sense of hope or salvation 
God help me 
One day merges to the next and time seems endless 
The constant rocking 
The unsettlement of the oceans vast expanse 
Seems so intimidating 
Arrogance staring me in the face 
My own reflection glinting off the surface of the golden eyed Bengal tiger 
Ruler of the land…  
And now also the sea 
Perched up on the wooden white boarded boat 
His body lacks in nourishment yet his orange and black stripes have never been so vibrant and alive. 
He was my saviour. 
We both ceased to exist floating aimlessly on this immense body of water that’s so captivating but 
somewhat evil 
The turquoise colour and the way it relieves me from the sweat rolling down the back of my neck  
Yet the air still stung my eyes, the gritty feeling on the tips of my fingers and the saltiness staining the 
insides of my mouth 
That’s when I realised I could die out here, but yet what a beautiful last look on life I would have. 
I feel at piece with the world, 
With Richard Parker 
With god. 
 

Yasmin  

 
Recently two Year 10 classes combined to create learning objects which 
imparted and demonstrated the issues and ideas presented in the Life of 
Pi. 

Students were given 5 minutes in which to teach their peers and the range 
of presentation included board games, stop animation films, powerpoints, 
quizzes, puppetry, game shows, short films. 

The demonstrated skill level and depth of understanding was fantastic! Ms 
Ferris, Ms Andrews, Ms Mitchell and myself were both informed and       
entertained and the audience was totally engaged. Peer reviews          
commended each group on the learning that was provided. 

Congratulations to all involved students on your focus, commitment and 
engaged learning!!  

Ms Waters—Head Teacher English 



 

 
Throughout the last two terms our Year 9 and 10 Debaters have been participating in the Premier’s         
Debating Challenge.  Both teams were in the same pool alternately debating Mosman High’s two teams 
and then against each other. 
 
Our Year 10 team won this pool and last week they proceeded to the Interzone Final against Normanhurst 
Selective Boys High School. In front of a Pittwater Year 10 audience and with the support of our Year 9’s, we 
successfully debated the ‘Negative’ position for the topic “That we should force the victims of natural        
disasters to rebuild elsewhere.” 
 
What a fantastic achievement! The camaraderie between all our debaters and the time spent in pursuit of 
improvement is to be commended. They remained composed against a more experienced team and       
presented a unified response to all arguments presented. 
 
This week we will debate against Cromer High School in the Regional Quarter Final and the team is keenly 
preparing. Good luck to all, and many thanks to Ms Mitchell for all your assistance with organisation and 
also providing creative cupcakes for morning teas! 
 
 
 

 
Penny Waters—Head Teacher English 

 

 

 

Alec  

Jemima  

Jordyn  

Zara  

 
 Ella   Meg  

 Tash  Natalie  

 Will  Harry  

 



 

Pittwater High has again been the most successful school in the Warringah Zone in grade sport competition.   
After finishing runners up to Manly Selective in the boys and Cromer High in the girls, Pittwater High was the 
overall champion school in 2014 grade sport competition. Below are the final standings for each of our teams, 
with the boys open volleyball and senior touch as well as the open girls touch all winning their respective       
competitions and qualifying for the superzone finals (play the winners of the North Shore zone) this       
Wednesday.  

 

Superzone Finals 

Open Girls Touch v Willoughby Girls Reub Hudson Oval Curl Curl 

Senior Touch   v The Forest  Freshwater Senior Campus  

Open Volleyball v Davidson  Freshwater Senior Campus  

 

Final Placings- Warringah Zone 

Boys       Girls 

Junior Basketball 4th   Open Basketball 4th 

Senior Basketball 2nd   Junior Soccer  4th  

Junior Soccer  4th   Senior Soccer  4th  

Senior Soccer  3rd   Open Touch  1st  

Junior Touch   3rd   Open Volleyball 2nd  

Senior Touch   1st   Junior Netball 2nd 

Open Volleyball 1st   Senior Netball 2nd  

 

 

REMINDER:  

Spring sports selections need to be completed online by Wednesday 20 August with fees paid and selection 
sheet printed, signed and submitted to PE staffroom. 

 



HSC MAJOR PROJECTS 
tober 2013 the students have been designing, managing and constructing their timber major design projects. It is 
a huge project to undertake, requiring them to manage their time, resources and finance. Students are responsi-
ble for making all design and construction decisions based on research, experimentation and testing. As well as 
the practical aspect, students submit a management portfolio documenting the entire process. The class has 
committed over 100 hours to the construction of the projects and they look amazing.  

Congratulations Year 12 Industrial Technology!  

 

 

Jack – Corner Bar (various materials)  

Adam – TV Cabinet (Rosewood and Jarrah) Since Oc-

Kyle – Day Bed ( Native Timbers)  

Xavier – Eight Seater Dining Table (Jarrah)  

Jayden – Floor Lamp (various timbers, laser cut veneer) 



Alec – Queen Size Bed (Victorian Ash)  

Itsarawat – Flat Pack Storage Unit (High Grade Ply)  

Resin-filled and polished Jarrah slab 

Laser cut veneer lampshade 

Laser cut native Australian flowers 

Interior bar design 

Ms Mamone—Classroom Teacher 



 

PHS Engineers discover UTS 

On Friday 18 July, 35 year 9 and 10 Engineering students visited the University of Technology Sydney, Ultimo    
campus, for a discovery day. The students were impressed by the size of the main lecture hall and the            
comfortable seats, and that was just for the introduction. After the briefing the students were separated into 
groups with members from 17 other schools and they met their university student chaperones. The students     
participated in interactive and engaging workshops throughout the day including artificial intelligence, making 
crystal AM radios, floating houses, formula one car models, robotics, coding and mind control.  
 
Pittwater won a number of challenges and it was excellent to see the students out of their comfort zone          
displaying leadership skills and collaborating with students from other schools.   

Ms Mamone—Classroom Teacher 

Professors recording Darian’s brain waves 

Testing the floating house 

Preparing the Formula One models for racing with Co2. 

Constructing a prosthetic leg  
with minimal materials 

When they made a crystal AM radio,  
they picked up Korean news. 

Dorian making an object move on the screen with his “thoughts”. 

They are now all going to UTS because the 
cafeteria is HUGE! 

Induction for the day in the main lecture hall 



 

Alternative Energies and Built Environments 

During term 1 and 2 engineering students studied alternative energies and the importance of          
sustainable design. The class developed a variety of skills including Architectural design and drafting, 
Computer Aided Design and scale model making. Students were asked to redesign their current   
houses or design a new house on their existing block of land with their new knowledge and no budget. 
Considerations included positioning of the windows, walls and entire house, floor plan based on       
direction and sun exposure, use of sustainable materials, passive design and alternative energy and 
water systems. Students also compared their current household water and power usage and          
evaluated the savings of a more sustainable system if implemented. 

Ms Mamone—Classroom Teacher 



As part of their Higher School Certificate the Year 12 Textiles and Design class complete a Major    
Project which is made up of a practical article and a portfolio. These combine to be worth 50% of 
the students’ HSC mark. These projects were due last week, and have now been packed up and 
posted off to the Board of Studies for marking.  

The class have achieved excellent results using a variety of techniques such as free hand machine  
embroidery, applique, laser-cut designs, stamping, shisha embroidery, beading, and many other   
creative and innovative decorative methods. The garments are also all sewn to a superb standard. 
Each students completed a project from one of the following focus areas: Textile Art, Furnishing,   
Apparel, Costume, Non-Apparel. 

The projects will be returned in November and the school will have a display of these wonderful 
works. 

The photos do not do justice to the detail and hard work that is evident in all of the projects.              
I congratulate the class on their dedication and look forward to their results.     

Mrs James—Classroom Teacher 





It can be a little challenging to appreciate the opportunities available in the agriculture sector whilst    
living on the northern beaches. However, earlier this month, five Year 11 students took the opportunity to 
explore the course offered by the University of New England and to talk to graduates and employers of 
the sector. Whilst there, Meagan, Marley, Trenton, Blake and Mitchell were lucky enough to hear some of 
the leading experts talk about their areas of interest.  
 

This included cattle methane production and the implications on the environment and profitability,    
calculating animals energy expenditure (and the impact on productivity) and managing a multi-faceted 
cropping and grazing simulation in a game which Blake and Mitchell won overall (beating several agri-
cultural schools and students from rural backgrounds).  
 

The students (and their teacher) had a great time and would particularly like to thank Hurlstone       
Agricultural School for helping us get there and back on their bus.  

Ms Lara Griffin—Classroom Teacher 



 

Year 12:  RSA, (Responsible Service of Alcohol) another course is booked for Friday afternoon 29 August.          
Permission/payment note; $130 available from the Careers Office.     

 

Year 12: Exit Plan Interviews: have been conducted the past couple of weeks, if you missed your time slot for any 
reason, please reschedule. Things being discussed are University applications/early entry schemes, TAFE             
applications and job hunting! 

   

Year 12: UAC, (University Admission Centre) books have arrived for those studying an ATAR pathway, please   
collect from my office and sign for your copy. UAC pins should have arrived at your home address by now, please 
phone UAC if you haven’t received yours.. 

 

Year 11: If you’re unable to attend TAFE for any reason, you must inform me. (Otherwise you will be issued an 
“attendance alert” from TAFE). 

 

Year 10:  Careers Lessons this term are during Science lessons, (roughly once a fortnight). We are investigating 
workplace safety, discussing some “world of work” scenarios and resume writing. 

 

Work Experience: Information was sent home in Careers Lessons term 1; an optional week of work experience is 
available to every student throughout the rest of this term and the first half of term 4, (other than the assessment 
period in late term 4). I recommend every student to undertake a work experience, please see me if you can’t 
find the required documentation. 

   

Training Course:  Marine Attendant at Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club, 13 September.  Price: $195  

 

Marinas in the area always need marina attendants around the summer holidays and they like students to do 
this course as it gives them a basic understanding of the work.  

Please contact : Ian Winestock phone: 02 8197 4753 Or Email: education@marinas.net.au   

JOBS: Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 

 
TAX FILE NUMBER applications: every student will need a Tax File Number at some stage whether for a         
part-time job or University or TAFE applications. See me for an application form, it is a much easier process 
through school, you don’t need proof of identity. A new group of applications will be processed at the end of 
term. 

 
YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto  

 
“My High School Careers” website-Pittwater High School subscribes to this website which advertises current      
careers events. To login: use “parent” or “student” then password “14cairns”. You can also register for email alerts! 
The “Calendar” is great info!  

Or for more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out www.careersworks.com, 
(the password was emailed earlier to students and parents but please email me if you don’t have it).  

 
Also, we have created www.pittwaterhighcareers.com website to trial this term. See attached flyer? 

  

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au  

 
J. Bates, (Careers Adviser, EXT 106) 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=MXYU28MA7kyz6Ks4NRZPjHOMMfkGjtFIfe9hSqgLpxYHF2D-PCri7cTxsQLSLHB4Hoi7Do0RTXU.&URL=mailto%3aeducation%40marinas.net.au
http://www.seek.com.au
http://www.careersworks.com
http://www.pittwaterhighcareers.com
mailto:jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au




Thursday 7 August Central Queensland University (virtual tour) 
University of Newcastle (Port Macquarie Campus) 

Saturday 16 August University of Newcastle (Central Coast Campus) 
University of Wollongong UOW Open Day 

Sunday 17 August ICMS International College of Management Sydney 

Saturday 23 August University of Newcastle (Newcastle Campus) 

Saturday 30 August University of Technology, Sydney City Campus 
University of Wollongong Sydney Business School (CBD Campus)  

University of Sydney 
ADFA  

University of Canberra 
Australian Catholic University 
Blue Mountains International Hotel Management School Leura—10am-1pm 

University of Notre Dame Sydney 9am-3pm 

Sunday 31 August UTS Sydney 
University of Western Sydney Parramatta Campus 

Saturday 6 September University of New South Wales (Kensington campus) 
Australian Catholic University (North Sydney Campus) 
University of Technology, Sydney Kuring-Gai (Lindfield) 

Monday 8 September ACPE Academy Olympic Park Sydney: 10am-12pm 

Saturday 13 September Macquarie University 
William Angliss Institute Surry Hills 10am-2pm 

Australian Catholic University (Strathfield Campus) 

Monday 8 December Southern Cross University (Coffs Harbour Campus) 

Wednesday 10 December Southern Cross University (Lismore Campus) 

Thursday 11 December Southern Cross University (Gold Coast) 

 



 



 

 

Pittwater High’s Application for the 2015 Gallipoli School 
Tour has been submitted! 

by Mr Stephen Kovacs – HSIE Department 

Our school has submitted an application for the Gallipoli 2015 School Tour ballot. The NSW 
Government will invest up to $1million to enable 100 students and up to 28 supervising 
teachers the opportunity to attend the official Anzac Day Centenary Commemorative    
Services at Gallipoli in 2015. The NSW Government will fund the cost of students’ and       
supervising teachers’ travel, accommodation, meals, visas, full entrance fees, travel           
insurance and all transfers (including travel to and from Sydney). 

 

25 successful schools will be drawn in the ballot to be held on Monday 1 September 2014 and 
the schools will be officially notified in writing by Friday 5 September 2014. The schools or 
school groups drawn in the ballot will be required to conduct a local selection process to 
nominate four students and one supervising teacher to attend the Gallipoli 2015 School 
Tour. 

 

We have gathered the names of many interested students, including a relative of an officer 
who was killed during his service in Gallipoli, as well as the great-grandson of former NSW 
Governor and Victoria Cross recipient Sir Roden Cutler. 

 

So it’s fingers crossed for Pittwater High as we await the outcome of the ballot to see if four 
of our wonderful students will have the opportunity to attend this once in a lifetime       
commemorative event! 

 

For more information on this, please visit this website: http://veterans.nsw.gov.au/centenary/
gallipoli-2015-school-tour/  

or email the organising teacher:  Stephen.kovacs5@det.nsw.edu.au  

http://veterans.nsw.gov.au/centenary/gallipoli-2015-school-tour/
http://veterans.nsw.gov.au/centenary/gallipoli-2015-school-tour/
mailto:Stephen.kovacs5@det.nsw.edu.au


AUGUST 2014 — PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

MUSIC NEWS        Term 3 Week 6 

PERFORMANCE and MEETING DATES 

TERM 3—MEETINGS AND EVENTS DAY TIME/PLACE ENSEMBLES 

19 August—Community Night  Tuesday 
Arr 6:40  Concert 7-8:30pm 
Pittwater RSL 

Concert Ensemble. Please  
complete and return “Gig Guide” 

2 September—Meeting Tuesday 
 

6pm 
 

Overseas tour to China 

18 September Thursday 
 

Opera House 
 

Orchestra 

6 October—Manly Jazz Festival Monday 
 

2pm for 3pm performance 
Senior State Band 
Full formal band uniform 

  
  

11 November—Musicale Tuesday 
 

PHS Hall 
 

Senior Strings &Senior Stage 

18 Nov—Instrumental Presentation Night Tuesday 
 

PHS Hall 
 

All Ensembles 

CONTACTS: 

Secretary    Joanne Gwatkin-Williams:  joanne@thevastydeep.com or 0437 408 801 

Treasurer    Rick Elliott: icycold@outlook.com or 0400 461 941 

Uniform    Melissa Turnock: melisso.turnock@pilotesscene.com ; 041 4 452 152 

Canteen    Sheridan Femio: xeresfemio@gmail.com or 0414 594 905 

Ensemble parents:  Concert:     Elizabeth Gardner elizgard@tpg.com.au (Thurs) 0414 704 812 and 
               Helena Nobs:  nobschiu@ozemail.com.au (Tues) 0417 434 547 
    Symphonic:     Joanne Gwatkin-Williams: joanne@thevastydeep.com or 0437 408 801 

    Strings:      Grace Marshall:  grace.marshall@ioof.com.au or 0408 811 066 

    Junior Stage:    Julie Rodgers:  jl.rodgers@bigpond.com or 0438 635 048 

    Senior Stage:    Allison Meadows:  meadows2@iinet.net.au or 041 2 564 674 

    Orchestra:      Caroline Cady cazcade@outlook.com or 0425 221 582 

Band Captains:  Pqtricia Gwatkin-Higson ond Yannick Barford 

TERM 4 DAY TIME/PLACE ENSEMBLES 

19 August:   There are no rehearsals  after school on th is  date for e ither Symphonic or  Concert 
music ians .   Concert Ensemble Members are,  however,  p laying at Pittwater RSL.  
6 October:   -  Senior  Stage Band wil l  be playing dur ing the long weekend,  at the Manly Jazz 
Fest ival.   This  is  a lways a terr if ic event and well  worth going along to,  even if  you do not have 
a Stage Band member taking part.  
PHS Ensemble Awards :   Presentation night is  18 November and we expect al l  members to       
attend unless  they are in Year 12  and have gone away.   Would last  year ’s  Ensemble Award  
winners  p lease look around for their  cups and plaques as we wi l l  need them returned to us at 
the end of  th is  term.  



 

 
to an ex-Pittwater High 

student,  Jessica Manning, 

who has just finished her 

studies and is conducting in 

the Czech Republic. Last 

Saturday she conducted a 

Dvorak Suite in a castle!  

Well done Jess! 

 



 


