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At Pittwater High School we are now positioned to launch the BYOD program that will allow students to bring 
their own technology device to school. To this end we are having an information evening for all parents on 
Wednesday 28 May. Even though tablets and the like are now more affordable, it is important that parents 
purchase a device with the correct specifications so that it can link into the school‘s wireless network and meet 
the students‘ learning needs. In addition, from 6pm we will be distributing to parents an access code that will 

enable them to log into the Parent Portal. This access will give parents the opportunity to track their own student‘s attendance period 
by period as well as in the future look up the latest school report and so on. Please see the flyer reissued in this newsletter  - a repeat 
of the one emailed out to parents last week.   

Student Leadership 
Student leadership is alive and well at Pittwater High School. This Friday will see the induction of over 50 newly selected Student 
Representative Council students in years 7 to 10. These enthusiastic students have already had a planning day to map out their ideas 
for 2014. I look forward to meeting with many parents in attendance at this special ceremony. Also coming up shortly is the            
beginning of the selection process for prefects and captains from the year 11 student body. Students interested in nominating need to     
attend a leadership morning on Tuesday 27 May before school in the library. The prefect body at PHS serve from the beginning of 
semester 2 for 4 terms so that by the time term 3 in the HSC year comes around they can fully concentrate on their studies.  
 
Class Visits 
I welcome the opportunity to visit students in their classes. Recently I had the privilege of visiting the accelerated year 10 and two year 
11 Hospitality classes to view their amazing cupcakes and lamingtons in our Trade Training Centre. The brief was not just to make 
scrumptious cakes, but also to come up with a great design. The skill, techniques, variety and creativity on display was amazing. Also I 
was invited to join a school based Aboriginal Dance excursion with the year 8 dance class and accelerated year 9 stage 6 Aboriginal 
Studies students. The presenter certainly had the students enchanted with the dances and all the knowledge and experience he was 
happy to share. 
 
Year 10 into 11 subject selection information evening 
On Tuesday 3 June at 6pm there is an important subject selection information evening for year 10 students and parents. Not only will 
the subject selection process and patterns of study for the HSC be explained, but also head teachers and staff will be on hand to    
answer any questions about there subjects. In the days immediately following this evening, students and parents will be invited to      
interviews to discuss best options for their subject choices.  
 
Pittwater High School offers a great program of study and support in the senior school with an outstanding track record of HSC    
results. In the senior school there is a very positive culture of working hard and achieving one‘s best, forged on the continuity that a      
7 – 12 high school offers. Last year we had a large intake into year 11 from the private sector. Parents and students, if you know      
anybody looking to change school please encourage them to come along to this evening to learn more about Pittwater High. 

School contributions overdue 
Firstly thank you to all those families who have paid their school contributions and subject fees in a timely manner. I also appreciate 
those families who have contacted the school to arrange an individual payment schedule. However a number of families have not 
contacted the school about this matter – you are requested to pay as soon as possible or inform us of your particular circumstances so 
we can make arrangements with you. This is important for the running and planning of expenditure in the school. 
 
Also thank you to those families who have made the voluntary contribution to the school building fund. If you have not already done 
so but plan to, you may like to do so before the finish of the financial year in order to claim it as a donation against your tax return. 
We are looking at starting a library upgrade with these funds from term 4 onwards. 

    BYOD @ PHS 
Principal‘s Report:  Jane Ferris 

CALENDAR 
Tuesday 20 May Zone Cross Country 
Thursday 22 May Vaccinations—yr 9 boys and all of year 7 
Tuesday 27 May Open Rugby League Gala Day 
Wednesday 28 May Special General Meeting & P&C Meeting 

 BYOD Information Evening (see over page) 

Thursday 29 May Zone Athletics 

Tuesday 3 June Yr 10 Subject Selection 





 

On Friday 16 May Year 7 participated in Jamie Oliver‘s World 
Food Revolution Day  As part of this record breaking event      
students prepared a healthy wrap which consisted of grated fresh 
raw beetroot, carrot, pears, finely sliced cabbage, chopped     
parsley and mint. A yoghurt and white balsamic dressing was 

prepared and added to the wrap with feta cheese. The Year 7 class worked as a team 
where groups were assigned a duty for vegetable preparation and to assemble the 
wraps. Students thoroughly enjoyed participating in the record breaking world event.  

 



 

 
 

In this unit students researched an Australian designer of their choice. The task required them to look 
at how they became a designer, their inspirations and to come up with a design that would suit the 
designers range of products. Students learnt new skills in word processing and presentation to create 
their assignment 

In the Illuminate design project year 7 students have been learning to use the  Adobe Illustrate    
program to create a design for a polypropylene light shade. Prototypes were created using paper  
first and a final design was chosen. These designs were then used with the new laser cutter to create  
their light shade. We have some spectacular results from both laser cut and hand cut designs 

―Last term in TAS class we did woodwork/graphics. We created a timber box which taught us skills in 
building, cooperation and listening. We learnt how to use new tools and how to construct a box. It 
was really fun and amusing for all students. I personally loved woodwork and would most definitely 
recommend it to anyone‖             
                 Anika 7tech8 
 
 
Students learnt the traditional skills of graphics and timber construction. They were then able to 
complete the traditional skills to new innovative technology by using computer aided design and 
manufacturing. The box lids where acrylic with their designs laser cut into the top.  



 

In the TAS department we are completing a new unit of work called Event Management which is based on          
presentation of food and the use of Information Communication Technologies. The students then design their 
own cafe and learn how to present menu items in delicious ways. The following photos are some of the   
wonderful creations they achieved whilst making a ―chocolate box  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During term 2 week 2 all three classes (8.2, 8.4 and 8.7) did their cafe presentation. Both teachers were 
pleased with the results of how all students worked together to produce and present two courses for      
members of their classes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Miss Samojlowicz‘s and Mrs Roulston‘s classes for these photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The students practised how to prepare and plate up a Caesar Salad 



The Year 11 Textiles student have just completed their first project which is a fabric book. They have worked        
consistently and the results are amazing.   
 
Congratulations to all the students on their wonderful books which showcase the creative textiles techniques they 
have learnt this year. 

 
 

 

Year 12  RSA, (Responsible Service of Alcohol) course last Friday was completed by 33 students in years 11 and 12. 
We will run the RCG, (Responsible Conduct of Gambling) course early next term for those interested in both     
qualifications. 

Year 11  If you are unable to attend TAFE for any reason, you must inform me. 

Year 10  Careers lessons this term are during Maths lessons, (roughly once a fortnight).  We are discussing how to 
get the most out of the Careers Expo Excursion which the students attended last Friday 16 May.  We will also be 
exploring how to choose the best subjects for the HSC to help you achieve post-school goals as well as how to use 
the Job Guide Book to research employment ideas for the future. 
 
JOBS:  None this week; checkout www.seek.com.au or The Manly Daily for local jobs. 
 
Years 10, 11 and 12 Students:  Please log onto ―My High School Careers‖ website.  PHS subscribes to this website 
which advertises current careers events.  To log in: use ―parent‖ or ―student‖ then password ―14cairns‖.  You can also 
register for email alerts!  The ―Calendar‖ is great info! 

For more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out www.careersworks.com, (the        
password was emailed earlier to students and parents but please email me if you don‘t have it).  I would love 
some   feedback on the above websites; please email me on jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

Jocelyn Bates, Careers Teacher  

 

http://www.careersworks.com


 

The year 11 Design and Technology class are in the process of designing and making awesome jewellery inspired by a design 
movement or culture. Students are designing pieces using silver, plastics, leather and timber. The new laser cutter has allowed 
them to design intricate and innovative designs and learn about new and emerging technologies. Stay posted for final designs!  



 

A requirement of the Industrial Technology-Timber HSC course students are required to 
 design and custom make a piece of timber furniture.  

 

Students are currently making the following projects: 
Xavier- Jarrah dining table 
Adam – Rosewood cabinet 
Jayden – Turned floor lamp 
JJ – Knock down kitchen storage unit 
Jack – Curved bar for the boat shed 
Kyle – Recycled timber outdoor day bed 
Alec – Ash queen-size bed 
 

The major projects are submitted with a folio documenting the design process,  
project management and planning. The projects are due in August. 



 

The TAS class of 8Tech1 have just finished designing and constructing their textile bag. Students had a great 
time tie-dying, sewing and embellishing their bags. They look great! Congratulations. 

 

The students in Year 8 Metals Technology have been busy designing and producing Silver Jewellery. The students 
learnt very specialised techniques to create some beautiful sterling silver rings and pendants. The Design project 
was based on the theme of an ‗Ocean Oasis‘ and some very modern and decorative pendants were manufactured. 



 

HSIE is a dynamic and stimulating experience for our students. We are currently implementing the Australian   
curriculum in both Year 7 and Year 9 History and the new Preliminary Society and Culture syllabus. Teachers are 
very busy developing programs and assessment tasks which engage and challenge the students. We are also  
working hard to prepare Year 12 for their Trial Higher School Certificate exams in the last two weeks of the term.              
Mr Cornish and Mr Davidson attended an Economics and Business Studies Conference on Friday which provided 
valuable insight and updates to assist senior students. 

The Year 11 Mock Trial team‘s next round is against Masada College on Thursday and we wish them the best of 
luck. Year 11 Legal Studies students are attending a social justice conference at Macquarie University today which 
focuses on the work of NGOs in The  Philippines. 

Sharon Behringer – HT HSIE 

 

On Thursday, both Yr 8 Dance students and Aboriginal Studies students were treated to an Aboriginal Dance 
workshop with Ged McMinn, Aboriginal Education Officer for Stuart House and professional Aboriginal dancer. 
Ged taught the students some suitable traditional dances, including a welcome dance and the dance of an owl 
that even had Ms Ferris participating! The students enjoyed listening to Ged tell stories of his culture and sharing 
his experience of growing up as an Aboriginal young person learning traditional customs. The Dance students will 
be using their newfound skills in a dance they are currently working on. 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 have had a great time creating replicas of ancient Egyptian and ancient Chinese artefacts. As part of a 
recent History assessment task students were to research one ancient artefact that they found interesting. They 
had to investigate its purpose and why it is still important to people today. They then had to make a model of 
the artefact- and what a great job they did! The quality of some of their work has been outstanding as they‘ve 
made spears, helmets, amulets, jewellery, death masks and a whole range of other items.  Well done Year 7 on 
such creative work! 



 



Massive congratulations to all year 7 geographers for their outstanding work on the recent assignment. The students were 
asked to carry out a research task into World Heritage sites, creating a poster presentation. The quality both academically 
and artistically was astonishing. I have never been this happy to have so much to mark.     Mr Cornish - Classroom Teacher 

 



 

Dr Eve Guerry came to Pittwater High School on Friday 9 May and gave the Senior Ancient History and the Year 7    
History classes an experience of being an Egyptologist. She talked to the students about her personal experience excavat-
ing tombs in the Valley of the Kings near Thebes and gave the students hands on experience with artefacts. The seniors 
learnt about Dr Guerry‘s experience on the archaeological dig and were able to be involved in hands on activities       
involving artefacts. She educated the senior students on how to write a well-informed essay on ancient Egypt and gave 
them practical experience with interpreting artefacts uncovered from a tomb in the Valley of the Kings.   

The junior students were led on a journey about the process of excavating in Ancient Egypt. They sifted for objects and 
then had to find and classify artefacts and decipher hieroglyphs to uncover information about the site. The junior        
students also reconstructed a replica of a pot found at the site.  

The senior students gained an invaluable insight into how to craft a spectacular essay and how to analyse and interpret 
sources. The junior students thoroughly enjoyed their sessions with many students planning a career in archaeology. The 
school was buzzing with everyone jealous of the senior Ancient History students and Year Seven having such a wonderful 
and unique experience. Other Year 7 History classes will work with Dr Guerry in August. 

Alyce Peruzzi—Classroom Teacher 



 



 

This year‘s commemoration focused on the contribution of Indigenous Australians to war since 1914. The ceremony 
was conducted by our School Captains, Ainslee and Ryan . The welcome to country was presented by Year 9        
Aboriginal Studies student, Alana Reneman, who spoke from her personal experience. 
 
Ryan explained the Anzac Legend and Ainslee discussed the reasons for indigenous enlistment in wars from 1914.      
Prefects presented speeches and read recited poems during the ceremony. Mungo discussed the experience of Abo-
riginal soldiers in the armed forces and Tim Kovaks presented a biographical account of two Aboriginal soldiers,   
focusing on their lives during and after World War 2. Katie recited ―The Coloured Digger‖ which was written by  
Sapper Bert Beros in 1942 and Alessandro recited ―The Ode‖. 
 
Music enhanced the commemoration and thanks go to Dr Hardy and Miss Meyers for their organisation and      
preparation of the students. For the first time at a Pittwater Anzac Day commemoration the choir performed 
―Abide by Me‖ and led the school in singing the National Anthem. The band accompanied the choir and also played 
―Waltzing Matilda‖. Sharon Nobbs of Year Seven did an outstanding job playing ―The Last Post‖ and ―Reveille‖. 
 
Pittwater students always display a high standard of behaviour and respect at the Anzac Day commemoration and 
the event showcases the strength of the prefect body and the professionalism and talent of our music students.  
 

Sharon Behringer— HT HSIE  



The following students have gained selection to represent Pittwater High at the Zone cross-country carnival on Tuesday 
20 May at Pittwater Rugby Park (placings are in order) 
12 years Girls  12 years Boys  13 years Girls       13 years Boys 
Alice     Jordi     Samantha     Max  
Jessica    Kobe     Brie      Harry  
Alisa     Jayden    Ami      Kynan  
Charli    Jarrah    Morinda     Harry  
Kira     Matthew    Kiara      Fred  
Jade     Jed     Perri      Glenn  
Hanna    Michael    Jasmine     Noah  
Chanel    Ethan    Alice      Nathan  
Charlotte    David    Stephanie     Jacob  
Jasmine    Zane     Taylor     Robert  
 

14 years Girls  14 years Boys  15 years Girls            15 years Boys 
Grace    Sam     Jordyn              Liam  
Ciera     Max     Ella              Mitchell  
Lizzy     Jordan    Jessica              Ian  
Poppy    Oliver    Tanika              Liam  
Rinca     Finley    Isabella              Mason   
Chloe    Klay     Bethany              Joey  
Lily     Seb     Emily               Jacob  
Meredith    Felix     Zara               Liam  
Rebecca    Liam     Claudia     Kae  
Jenny     Liam     Nina               Callum   
    Joel                   Finn   
 

16 years Girls  16 years Boys  17 years Girls      17 years Boys 
Liv      Ben     Harley       Jayden  
Lucy     Harry         Darienne     Isaac   
Indy     Luke      Jahla        Jasper  
Maya    Luke      Chloe       Angus  
Zara      Caelan           Lachlan  
Candice    Harry -          Sam   
Claire     Dorian           Harley  
Ashlea    Rhys            Zac  
Zoe     Jack                       Rhayn  
Hannah    Connor           Max  
             James  

 

House Pointscore 
Warringah 180 
Lion  164 
Scotland 146 
Barrenjoey 131  

 
Zone Athletics Carnival—at the Sydney Academy of Sport on Thursday 29 May. The PHS team will be finalised and   
posted later this week. 

Rugby League 
After impressing at the Sydney Metropolitan Rugby League Championships Tom of year 12 has been selected in the 
Sydney Red (one of two Sydney teams) as the starting fullback that will play at the NSW CHS State Championships 
next week. Tom has been in scintillating form this season as fullback for Manly under 20‘s this year, scoring 11 tries      
including a brace against Melbourne Storm recently in a beaten side. He has excellent prospects of gaining state       
selection and we wish him the best of luck next week. 
 
Rugby Union  
Lachlan (12), Lachlan (11) and Connor (11) have gained selection in the Sydney North Open Rugby Union team that will 
compete at the NSW CHS Rugby Union Championships next week in Newcastle, as they vie for a CHS jumper. 
 
Swimming 
Freshwater Amateur Swimming Club held their presentation night on Saturday and they announced Caelan was   
Warringah Amateur Swimming Association (WASA) Age Champion for Male 15-29 years! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday 21 May   Melissa Trbojevic, Mandy Daher, Mel Marshallm, Linda Newman, Di Brian 
Thursday 22 May    Keryn Gallagher, Sarah Jones—Helpers needed—please call canteen to confirm 
Friday 23 May    Tracey Stubbs, Rhonda Scotter, Sunny Van Raad, Lisa Haworth, Rachel Pinner 
 
Monday 26 May    Deb Bertock, Roger Springthorpe, Christine Bratkovic, Karen Lambert 
Tuesday 27 May     Sue Stevens, Kim Jeffreys, Wendy McLean 
Wednesday 28 May   Anne Carolan, Giovanna Graziano, Martha Leonard, Nicole Graham 
Thursday 29 May    Fiona Little, Jodi Williams—Helpers needed—please call canteen to confirm 
Friday 30 May    Rowena Kempton, Lana Mares 
 
Monday 2 June   Jenny McDowell, Katie Scharkie, Selena Webber 
Tuesday 3 June    Natasha Zani, Gloria Hardman, Ann Clayton, Myra Tremi 
 
If you are unable to make your rostered day please try to arrange a swap or advise canteen managers Lisa/Katrina 

(ph 9999 4035 x 122). 

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents would like to assist on any day helpers are needed, please contact   
myself, or Lisa or Katrina in the canteen. 

A full day is 9am to 2.30 or 3pm; a half day is 3 hours 

Fiona Griffith—Canteen Roster Co-ordinator 
packfund@optusnet.com.au—Phone 0431 121 631 

 

 

A Special General Meeting and next P&C meeting will be held on Wednesday, 28 May 2014 at 7.30pm 
in A Block (Administration) on the 1st Floor in the Teacher Common Room. 

 

The Special General Meeting will precede the P&C meeting and has one agenda point, being the     
election of the Treasurer and Secretary. 

All parents are welcome to attend. We are still looking for nominations for the position of Secretary. If 
you would like to get involved this is your chance. If you would like to nominate yourself or someone 
else, please email me the details. 

Following the General Meeting the May P&C meeting will be held. 

An important feature of our meetings is that you can hear about the educational and other              
developments at the school directly from Ms Ferris, the Principal and from other members of staff who 
may join the meeting. There will also be the opportunity to ask questions and discuss matters of your 
interest, directly with the School‘s Executive team. 

Again, all parents are welcome!  

Hubert van Mierlo 
President—Pittwater High School P&C Assn. (Inc) 

mailto:packfund@optusnet.com.au




MAY 2014 — PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

MUSIC NEWS        Term 2 Week 4 

PERFORMANCE and MEETING DATES 

TERM 2 —MEETINGS AND EVENTS DAY TIME/PLACE ENSEMBLES 

CONTACTS: 
Secretary:   Joanne Gwatkin-Williams: joanne@thevastydeep.com or 0437 408 801 
Treasurer   Rick Elliot :      icycold@outlook.com or 0400 461 941 
Uniform   Geri Bergstein:     geribergstein@hotmail.com or 0407 602 795 
Canteen   Kim Jefferys:     kimjefferys@optusnet.com.au or 0422 002 519 
Ensemble parents:  Concert:    Elizabeth Gardner elizgard@tpg.com.au or 0414 704 812 
    Symphonic:    Anne Connors bcmcycles@bigpond.com or 0415 255 498 
    Strings:  Grace    marshall grace.marshall@ioof.com.au or 0408 811 066 
    Junior Stage:   Julie Rodgers jl.rodgers@bigpond.com or 0438 635  048 
    Senior Stage:   Allison Meadows meadows2@iinet.net.au  or  0412 564 674 
    Orchestra:    Caroline Cady cascade@outlook.com or 0425221 582 
Band Captains:  Patricia Gwatkin-Higson and Yannick Barford 

21 June – Northern Beaches Festival Saturday Time TBA/ PHS Hall Strings and Orchestra 

22 June – Northern Beaches Festival Sunday Time TBA/ PHS Hall Symphonic and Concert 

 

Anyone likely to be absent from the NB Festival should let Dr Hardy know this week please  

SYMPHONIC ENSEMBLE MUSICIANS:  Mr Hill needs to leave early for the next three weeks.  Please would all Symphonic        
Ensemble Musicians arrive in good time for rehearsals on Tuesday 20 May; 27 May and 3 June.  The rehearsal will start on the dot 
of 4pm and finish at 5:30pm. 

BAND UNIFORM AND UNIFORM PARENT:  Please note that the band ties are with Geri Bergstein, so anyone needing one should 
please contact Geri, not the school uniform shop as previously stated.  Also, we need a parent to take over uniform duties from 
Geri who no longer has a child in the ensemble program.  Anyone interested should please ring or email Geri to find out what the 
job is all about and to let her know your interest. 

RISING STARS PROGRAM AT THE SYDNEY CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIC (SCM):  From July 2014 the SCM‘s Open Academy 
Rising Stars program will introduce its inaugural Percussion Ensemble, a specialist program which is open to students in school 
years 10, 11 and 12 in 2014.  We are aiming to select gifted and talented young percussionists and provide them with the            
opportunity to learn valuable ensemble skills alongside their peers.  Each Saturday during semester, students will participate in a 
weekly two hour small group class session.  Class times will be 10am-12pm on Saturdays during each 16 week semester, held at the 
SCM where students will be able to use world class facilities and instruments.  There will be performance opportunities for the   
ensemble through the Rising Stars program.  Entry is by audition only and there are spaces available for the top ten applicants.  
We are now accepting audition applications from students wishing to enter in Semester 2, 2014—don‘t miss out!  Auditions will be 
held on Thursday 19 June.  For a full description of the program, including audition details, semester dates and fees visit the Open 
Academy‘s website openacademy.sydney.edu.au and find ‗Rising Stars Percussion Ensemble‘ under ‗Young People‘. You can also 
ring 9351 1207 for more information. 





GOOGLE PLAY STORE  

Everyone Applications in this category should not collect user‘s location data or contain               
objectionable material.  Applications should not share user content or include social       
features. 

Low Maturity Applications in this category may include instances of mild cartoon or fantasy violence or 
other potentially offensive content.  Applications may collect user location data for the 
purpose of providing location specific information or otherwise improving the user       
experience, but should not share the data with other users.  Applications may include 
some social features but should not focus on allowing users to find and communicate with 
each other. 

Medium Maturity Applications in this category may include sexual references; intense fantasy or realistic 
violence; profanity or crude humour; references to drug, alcohol and tobacco use; social 
features and simulated gambling.  Applications may collect user location data for the 
purpose of sharing or publishing with the user's consent. 

High Maturity Applications in this category may focus on or include frequent instances of sexual and 
suggestive content; graphic violence; social features; simulated gambling; and strong   
alcohol, tobacco and drug references.  Applications may collect user location data for the 
purpose of sharing or publishing with the user‘s consent. 

APPLE APP STORE   

12+ Apps in this category may contain instances of the following content that may not be 
suitable for children under the age of 12 

 Infrequent or mild medical or treatment-focused content 
 Infrequent or mild references to alcohol, tobacco, or drug use 
 Simulated gambling 
 Infrequent or mild sexual content or nudity 
 Frequent or intense profanity 
 Frequent or intense realistic violence 
 Frequent or intense horror-themed content 

17+ Apps in this category may contain instances of the following content that may not be 
suitable for children under the age of 17: 

 Unrestricted web access, such as with an embedded browser 
 Gambling or contests 
 Frequent or intense mature or suggestive content 
 Frequent or intense medical or treatment-focused content 
 Frequent or intense references to alcohol, tobacco, or drug use 
 Frequent or intense sexual content or nudity. 



 
 

              Thursday 22 May  

All Year 7 and 9 boys  

are involved 

 It is very important that students      

complete the course of 3 vaccines to    

ensure they have long lasting protection. 

 
Having breakfast on vaccination day is 

 highly recommended. 


