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Principal‘s Report—Jane Ferris  

Gallipoli 2015 School Tour 

As you will know from the media, the NSW Government is funding 

this important initiative which involves 100 students and 28       

supporting teachers taking part in a nine day tour to Turkey to visit 

WW1 battlefields and attend the Anzac Day Dawn Service at 

Gallipoli.  

 

With 420 high schools‘ Expressions of Interest to participate, 

Pittwater High School is very fortunate in being one of just 25 

schools from across NSW selected to send students to this historic 

occasion.  

 

The Minister for Veterans Affairs‘, Victor Dominello said ―They will be joining students from across Australia,         

descendants of those who served at Gallipoli, Australian First World War widows and thousands of other          

Australians who were successful in the national ballot. 

 

This trip will be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for school students from across NSW to learn more about the    

importance of the sacrifices made by our Anzacs at Gallipoli and to be part of the commemorative ceremonies 

to mark the 100th anniversary of the Anzacs landing at Gallipoli.‖ 

 

As part of the selection process, at Pittwater High 21 students submitted a project on a theme or topic related to 

the Centenary of Anzac and the significance of Gallipoli. They are all to be commended for investing time and 

effort in completing outstanding projects ranging from film, models, art work, music, research projects, essays, 

poetry and dance. Nine students then proceeded to interview where they discussed their project and what they 

saw as the significance of Gallipoli. The panel of five consisted of myself as principal, Mr Kovacs as the             

accompanying teacher, Mr Robert Stokes local member of parliament, Mr Brian Sargeson as Pittwater RSL club 

president and parent Natalie Isaacs. I thank them all for making themselves available for this important selection 

process.  

We offer warmest congratulations to the      

successful students from Pittwater High School 

being Noah, Kathleen, Jessica and Hamish. 

They will not only personally benefit from this 

great opportunity but I know they will  be fine        

ambassadors for our school and all youth in 

NSW. We look forward to them sharing their 

experiences at our school and in the           

community. For the other students I know they 

will make a significant contribution to our    

commemorative service at Pittwater High next 

year.  



 

 

 

Year 7 to 10 Clearance forms 

All students have been issued with clearance forms. Over the next 8 days students are to return all    

equipment to their class teachers who will then sign their clearance forms. We would appreciate your 

urgent attention to any outstanding fees to enable us to plan for 2015. 

 

Last day of term for all years is Wednesday 17 December. 

 

Year 7 – 10 Reports and Reflections 
Next week on Wednesday 17 December, student academic reports will be emailed to parents and     

students. If parents have recently changed their email address, please inform the front office by   

Wednesday 10 December.   

 

Please take the time to reflect with your son/daughter on their progress this year. You may like to discuss: 
 

What areas have they done well? 

What areas have they improved? 

What can they do next year to assist them? How can they improve? 

What support do they feel they need to progress next year? 

 

 
In the past few weeks there have been important updates and changes made to the Pittwater High 

School website.  In particular the technology and e-learning tab and the our school tab.  The PHS 7-12 

new student handbook is now available under the our school tab.  We will no longer be distributing hard 

copies of this handbook.  Please take the time to read through the handbook at your convenience. 

 

If you will be purchasing a BYOD device for your child to use next year over the holidays, please refer to 

the technology and e-learning tab on the school website. Important information regarding specifications 

have been included and the updated internet / user agreement has been uploaded for you to print and 

complete.  To register your device, students will need to see our technicians, Linus or John as of next year. 

The website has details on the process and their location in the school. 

 

Parent and students:  In the holidays – Register for the Parent and Student Portal! 
 

Please note: Ms Cesta will be out of the office (country) during the school holidays.  Any questions       

regarding technology will be answered from the 23 January 2015.  The information regarding technology 

on the school website is extensive, please refer to this before purchasing your device. It is recommended 

that you print out the specifications sheet and take this with you to show to the sales representative      

before you purchase a device. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 2015: 

Thank you to all staff, students and the school community for their ongoing support this year. It is            

important that parents continue to be actively involved at all levels of their child‘s education. When we 

have open lines of communication across the school it assists us in looking after the wellbeing of your 

son/daughter and developing suitable teaching and learning programs. 
 

We wish you a safe and happy holiday. 

Wednesday 28 January Year 7 first day; Years 11 & 12 – return to school - 8.55am - Quad 

Year 7 Start High School – 9.30am – School Hall  

Thursday 29 January Years 8, 9, 10 – return to school - 8.55am – Quad 

Year 7, 11, 12 – Normal School Day  

CALENDAR 

Friday 12 December Year 8 Excursion to Wet ‗n‘ Wild 

Wednesday 17 December Last day for students 

Thursday 18 and Friday 19 December Staff Development Days—no students 

2015 

Tuesday 27 January Staff Development Day—no students 

Wednesday 28 January Years 7, 11 and 12 commence 

Thursday 29 January Years 8, 9 and 10 commence 



 

 

Mrs Roulston‘s class made their cakes for their assessment task on Monday 1 December. 

As can be seen from the many photos they were exceptional and the judges found it 

difficult to make a decision. The students were graded on creativity, degree of difficulty 

and precision. Well done! 

 

 

 



The staff in the science department would like to thank all of those parents and staff who 

have kindly donated their old aquarium equipment to the Marine and Aquaculture          

Technology program.  

 

The support has been overwhelming and the students will put the equipment to good use in 

the coming year. We are asking for any old aquarium supplies such as aquariums, heaters, air 

pumps and filters. In order to improve our program we are also sourcing some old fishing   

tackle such as hand reels, rods, crab traps and fishing line. If you are looking to clean out your 

shed or garage and would like to donate such equipment please contact Mr Cannings or Mr 

Tucker in the science department. 

 

The students have also been involved 

in breeding blue clawed yabbies.   

Yabbies make great pets for children 

and we have some looking for a loving 

home!. They are low maintenance and 

fascinating animals. They live for about 

4-5 years in captivity. If you‘re looking 

for a unique gift this Christmas, you 

could adopt one of these animals for a 

small donation to the marine and     

aquaculture program.  

 

 

Thank you to Harry Lush in year 9, who has given up many of his lunchtimes in the care of     

these animals and without his help the breeding program would not of had such a successful 

year.  

 

Mr Cannings—Classroom Teacher 

 

 

  

Recently a group of PHS students: Alisha, Chloe, Zoe, Lucy and Jaz competed at the AASCF 

National Cheerleading and Dance Competition on the Gold Coast. With a high quality and 

very impressive display, the girls clinched first place in the Level 3 All Girls Small Gym Small 

Team Competition, defeating 7 other teams. 

 

Mr Dailhou—Relieving Head Teacher PDHPE 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember: 

JOBS:  Students need to check their department emails regularly for advertised jobs! There have 

been quite a few lately; it‘s a popular time of year to advertise! 

 

Also, checkout www.seek.com.au for more jobs or The Manly Daily for local jobs! 

 

TAX FILE NUMBER applications:  the school will no longer process Tax File Number applications in 

2015. 

 

YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 STUDENTS: Please log onto  

The MHSCareers website-Pittwater High School subscribes to this website which advertises      

current careers events. To login: use ―parent‖ or ―student‖ then password ―14cairns‖. You can 

also register for email alerts! The ―Calendar‖ is great info!   

 

Or for more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out Careers-

Works, (the password was emailed earlier to students and parents but please email me if you 

don‘t have it).   

 

Also, we have created the Pittwater High Careers website to trial this term, please have a look 

and encourage students to register!! 

  

I would love some feedback on the above websites, please email me on                                     

jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au  

 

J. Bates, (Careers Adviser, EXT 106). 

 

Happy Christmas and  

prosperous New Year!  

 

(A great time to research  

careers and refine resumes?) 

http://www.seek.com.au
http://www.mhscareers.com
http://www.careersworks.com
http://www.careersworks.com
http://www.pittwaterhighcareers.com/
mailto:jocelyn.bates@det.nsw.edu.au




Be involved in Australia’s most successful Olympic Sport and be part of a  
40 year impressive sailing history at PHS    

 

 

Wednesday afternoon school sailing will commence at 12.30pm and finish at 
3:30pm Wednesday 4 February till Wednesday 25 March 2015, at Royal Prince  
Alfred Yacht Club, using AYF instructors.  The program caters for all levels of   
ability from novice to experienced, sailing on club Hobie Waves and PHS Pacers, 
from year 8 and above. Seniors are welcome if their timetable allows. 

Students will be transported to RPAYC by parent volunteers but need to arrange 
their own transport home.   

Fees will be $280 for the 8 week term payable by 2 February 2015 using the    
parent portal online (POP) or cheques made payable to “Pittwater High School”, 
envelope clearly marked with “SCHOOL SAILING” and STUDENT’S NAME and 
ROLL CALL CLASS then placed in Red Box in A Block Foyer. 
 

Please fill in the details below along with the RPAYC Consent Form and place, 
with the cheque, in the Red Box. Information re transport etc will only be            
forwarded to those who provide an email address. 

 

STUDENT’S NAME _____________________________ROLL CALL CLASS ________ 

PARENT’S NAMES and  EMAIL ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE___________________PARENT MOBILE_______________________ 

Parent able to assist with transport from PHS/RPAYC (circle)          YES           NO 

Level of sailing ability: (circle)         experienced          intermediate          beginner 

Mr Johns, Head Teacher PDHPE/Sport 

 

WE ARE DEPENDENT ON PARENT TRANSPORT 
Please indicate below whether you can assist 



 







Wed 10 Dec Anne Carolan, Nicole Graham 

Thurs 11 Dec Karen Maguire– please call canteen to confirm 9999 4035 

Fri 12 Dec Rowena Kempton, Lana Mares, Alison Turner 

Mon 15 Dec Jenny McDowell, Katie Scharkie, Selena Webber 

Tues 16 Dec Natasha Zani, Gloria Hardman, Ann Clayton 

Wed 17 Dec Lara Floyd, Fiona Griffith – Helpers needed – please call canteen to confirm 9999 4035 


