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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT—Jane Ferris 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday 17 September U/16 Peninsula Cup Rugby Union Grand Final 

Wednesday 18 September Yr 12: Breakfast-7:45am ; Graduation Ceremony-9am; Yr 12 students, parents and staff-5pm; 
Dinner at Manly Pacific-7pm 

Friday 20 September Last Day Term 3 

Tuesday 8 October First Day Term 4 

Wednesday 9 October—6pm Yr 11 into 12 Information Night  

Thursday 10 October—7pm PHS Drama Night 

Monday 14 October HSC Exams Commence 

Wednesday 16— Friday 18 October Year 9 Camp 

    

  

     NAPLAN Results 

 

I have been asked to distribute the following message to all parents of Years 7 and 9 in relation to the release of NAPLAN results. 
  
―On Thursday 5 September ACARA identified an error in the placement of the national average markers on the Years 5 and 
7 NAPLAN Student Reports for Language Conventions. Importantly the NAPLAN student data is correct.      
  
ACARA made the immediate decision to halt any further packaging and distribution of NAPLAN reports while options regarding the 
distribution of correct NAPLAN Student Reports were considered.                  
  
ACARA is working closely with Test Administration Authorities (TAAs) in every state and territory to ensure correct reports are      
distributed.  
  
This matter may result in the delay of the distribution of student reports, possibly to the week of 13 October, however ACARA 
and TAAs will seek to minimise the delay.‖         
 
In the meantime at Pittwater High we are already examining the trends in NAPLAN results made available to schools.  We will   
continue to identify areas of strength and weakness in literacy and numeracy and how we can best support students improve their 
skills. One area to support literacy is through a framework called ALARM that engages students in higher levels of writing. 30 staff 
are giving up their time after school this week to be in-serviced in a two and a half hour workshop on this framework. Further    
workshops will take place through term 4. 

Farewell Year 12 
It is that time of year when we again say farewell to our year 12 students. They have proven to be a very cohesive team of young 
people and we will miss them greatly. This week sees appropriate celebrations including a year 12 breakfast, farewell whole school 
assembly, graduation and valedictory dinner. On their behalf, I know that they would like me to pass on their thanks to year adviser 
Ms Rosemary Allen, their Deputy Mr David Muirhead and all their teachers and mentors. After this week, students will then need to 
refocus during stu-vac through the holidays and first week of term 4 before the commencement of the HSC. Students, you are really 
encouraged to plan your time wisely as these weeks can be critical in maximising your HSC results – and don’t forget to balance this 
with rest, exercise and eating well. All the best! 

Bike Safety 
I would really like to draw your attention to the flyer in this newsletter on bike safety, particularly the necessity of wearing a helmet. 
Parents, it would be greatly appreciated if you communicated the expectation that this simple road rule is followed and enforce it 
from home. A helmet saved my own daughter from serious head injury as evident in the huge indent left in the smashed windscreen 
of the car that hit her.  So if you are going to ride to school not only keep healthy, but safe by clipping on your helmet.  



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT—DAVID MUIRHEAD 

 
P&C Project Ideas: Action Required 
The Pittwater High School P&C Association works with the school to support a range of initiatives that support our 
children’s learning and experience at the school.  Current P&C programs include the school canteen, uniform shop, 
instrumental music program, sailing program along with specific projects such as grounds improvement and the new 
school fence. 
  
To allow the whole school community a voice in new projects a Project Ideas Submission Form has been produced 
and ideas are being invited so that the P&C committee can assess which projects to support in the coming year. Three 
projects have been submitted to date and they are ―To develop a Digital Media Design Centre‖, ―To provide a    
technical help desk to support the School‖ and the ―Implementation of School Lockers‖. The P&C committee would 
like your contribution before the next P&C meeting in Term 4 to make some decisions regarding priority projects.  
  

The Project Ideas Submission Form can be accessed at the following site  
http://www.pittwater-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/our-school/parents-citizens 

 
Please email the Project Ideas Submission Form back to the P&C Secretary Michael Kotow at kotowm@live.com.au 
and contribute your idea(s) for evaluation. Please have your forms submitted before October 9, 2013 to ensure     
adequate time for the Committee to review submissions. 

It is with a great deal of disappointment that I write about the behaviour of some Year 12 students today. A 
group of year 12 students showed a great deal of disrespect to staff, caused damage to the school and incurred 
a cost to the school in cleaning. They  also intimidated junior students. They disadvantaged other students in 
the school in the name of their ―rights‖ to celebrate the end of school. With rights come responsibilities and  
these students showed no sense of the responsibility nor a sense of respect for other students and staff. 

It is a pity that the good spirit and enthusiasm they have shown for the school is dissipated by these kinds of 
actions. Parents have been contacted and individuals who have been identified will have consequences      
applied. 

Having said that, it is with real sadness that we farewell the 2013 Year 12 group who have been an asset to the 
school in their six years here. 

School returns on Tuesday 8 October.  
 

Full summer school uniform must be worn including the black leather lace up shoes. A reminder that knit 
shorts are not a part of uniform. 

We wish all families a safe, restful break. 

 

 

Wednesday 9 October School Hall at 6pm 

Assessment booklets will be issued and  
important HSC information presented 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=87cf51a025134745b59c66272021030b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pittwater-h.schools.nsw.edu.au%2four-school%2fparents-citizens
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=87cf51a025134745b59c66272021030b&URL=mailto%3akotowm%40live.com.au


DRAMA NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to KOBIE H (Year 8) who has been awarded 
a Helen O’Grady Drama Academy grant to 

further her dramatic training 

Kobie was selected from the Year 8 cohort by her peers and teacher, and is hoping that this will be 
the first step towards a career in the Performing Arts.  

BREAK A LEG KOBIE 

 

Junto Q (yr 9) for winning the Saturday Morning Premier League tennis   
finals against Northern Beaches Tennis Academy’s Lochie M and Jamie H (yr 
11).  He also placed first in round 2 of the District Championships.  

Congratulations to: 

 

The PHS Agriculture department  

has some 2 year old laying hens for sale.  

 

They are in top laying condition at the moment 

and are ONLY $15 each 

WHAT A BARGAIN 

Please contact Mr Thatcher for supply 

LAYING CHOOKS FOR SALE 



YEAR 12 INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

As we come to the end of year 12 formal lessons most of the students will be taking a deep breath in anticipation of their 
exams. I say most, as the Industrial Technology Timber class have already had a taste of exams as they submitted their    
Major Design Projects and Management Folios in August. This counted for 50% of their external assessment.  

The planning and research stage started in term 4 last year. The students carefully chose a project that allowed them to  
extend their existing skills and that met course requirements. The projects were custom built by each individual student and 
had to be made predominately from timber. Once the students had purchased their timber they began to manufacture 
their products incorporating fine craftsmanship and high quality. A wide variety of projects were made including a queen 
bed, modular shelving unit, chaise lounge, bathroom cabinet, outdoor day bed, children’s rocking horse, butchers block and 
entertainment units.  

Completing such a task allows the students to develop important life skills which they will take with them as they leave 
school. The students are very proud of their achievements and have been enjoying their new furniture at home.              
Congratulations go to the students for persevering throughout the whole process and submitting very pleasing projects. 

Miss C. Samojlowicz (Industrial Technology teacher, HT TAS) 

TIMBER AND FURNITURE PRODUCTS 



UAC, (University Admission Centre) books can be collected from my office, UAC applications should be done by 
28 September. 

EAS, (Educational Access Scheme) forms for any disadvantage suffered during the HSC year can give you extra ATAR points, 
see me for more details.  

Students MUST inform me if they are going to be absent for any reason!  Year 11 students 
planning to continue their TAFE course in 2014 will need to complete a new ―Expression of 
Interest‖ (EOI) form and return to me before the end of this week. 

 

CAREERS LESSONS are in HSIE classes next term, we will be looking at interview skills, investigating post-school 
options and finalising portfolios. 

 
Some students will be undertaking Work Experience too, remember the documentation MUST be in 2 weeks before the Work 
Experience week! Time is running out, only the first 5 weeks of term 4 are available for work experience!! Don’t forget to send 
me some photos! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Please log onto ―My High School Careers‖ website.  PHS subscribes to this website 

which advertises current careers events.   
To log in: use ―parent‖ or ―student‖ then password ―mhs2013‖.   
You can also register for email alerts!  The ―Calendar‖ is great  info! 
 

For more general careers information, look at our Careers website by checking out www.careersworks.com, (the password was 
emailed earlier to students and parents but please email me if you don’t have it).  

LANDSCAPING APPRENTICESHIP  

Get Smart Landscaping is a local landscaping company involved in all aspects of landscaping including structural and soft  
landscaping. They are currently looking for conscientious, reliable apprentices with a great attitude and a desire to enter the 
landscaping industry, to join their team. 

As most of their work is in the Wahroonga, Tur-
ramurra and Mosman areas, potential employees 
need to be able to get to and from site ( have a 
driver’s permit, starting at 7am). 

Please contact their office at: Vicki, Get Smart 
Landscaping  - 9450 1532 OR Email: in-

fo@getsmartlandscaping.com.au 

 

CAREERS 

YEAR 12:  

YEAR 11 : TAFE STUDENTS 

YEAR 10:  

Year 10 students who chose a TAFE subject as part 
of their subject selection for Preliminary/HSC  

will also need to complete an EOI form and return 
to me by the end of term. 

YEARS 10,11 and 12: STUDENTS:  

CONGRATULATIONS to Lochie M; Brad G; Jamie H; Darcy M and   

Angus M for winning the category  

“Channel 7 Best Film under 18’s” for their film called “Captain Sexalicious”. 

http://www.careersworks.com
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3a42233a3e66490bb5fba2810e2ec192&URL=mailto%3ainfo%40getsmartlandscaping.com.au
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3a42233a3e66490bb5fba2810e2ec192&URL=mailto%3ainfo%40getsmartlandscaping.com.au


PHS SAILING PROGRAM 
Be involved in Australia’s most successful Olympic Sport  

and be part of a 40 year impressive sailing history at PHS 
 

TERM 4, 2013 SCHOOL SPORT 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SAILING - APPLICATION FORM 
 

Wednesday afternoon school sailing will commence at 12.30 and finish at 3.30 pm Wednesday 9     
October 2013 (1st Wed of term 4), at Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club using AYF instructors.  It is     
available for students from beginner level and upwards, sailing club Hobie Waves & Pacers, from 
years 8 to 10. 

 

Students will be transported to RPAYC but need to arrange their own transport home.   

 

Cost will be $240 for the 8 week term payable the first week of Term 4, 2013  

 

Cheques made out to ―Pittwater High School‖, envelope clearly marked with ―SCHOOL SAILING‖ 
and STUDENTS NAME & ROLL CALL CLASS and placed in Red Box in A Block Foyer. 

 

Please fill in the details below along with the RPAYC Consent Form and place, with the cheque, in the 
Red Box.  Info re transport etc will only be forwarded to those who provide email address. 

 

STUDENTS NAME____________________________..ROLL CALL CLASS_________ 
 

PARENTS NAMES & EMAIL_______________________________________________ 

 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE____________________PARENT MOBILE_____________________ 

 

WE ARE DEPENDENT ON PARENT TRANSPORT. 

Please indicate whether you can assist with transport from PHS/RPAYC  
 

(circle)          YES        NO 

 

Level of sailing ability: (circle)     experienced       intermediate        beginner 

 
Leisa Stranack; PHS sailing co-ordinator; 0418 619760   





CONTACTS: 

President: Valerie Mavridis:  yurimavridis@gmail.com or 0416 444 303  

Secretary: Joanne Gwatkin-Williams:  joanne@thevastydeep.com or 0437 408 801 

Treasurer: Rick Elliott:  icycold@outlook.com or 0400 461 941 

Uniform: Geri Bergstein:  geribergstein@hotmail.com or 0407 602 795 

Canteen: Kim Jeffreys:  kimjefferys@optusnet.com.au or 0422 002 519 

 

Ensemble Parents:  

Concert:   Elizabeth Gardner:  elizgard@tpg.com.au or 0414 704 812 

Symphonic:  Anne Connors:   bcmcycles@bigpond.com or 0415 255 498 

Symphony Orchestra: Joanne Gwatkin-Higson (above) 

Strings:  Grace Marshall:  grace.marshall@ioof.com.au or 0408 811 066 

Junior Stage:  Julie Rodgers:   jl.rodgers@bigpond.com or 0438 635 048 

Senior Stage: Allison Meadows:  meadows2@iinet.net.au or 0412 564 674 

PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

.   

MUSIC NEWS TERM 3 WEEK 10 

PERFORMANCE & MEETING DATES 

 

Term 3 - Performances                                   Day                     Time/ Place                                  Bands   

17 September 

“Daintree” Concert 
Tuesday Bus departs from School at 2.40 

pm.  Concert @ 7.00pm.   

Sydney Town Hall.  Finishes 8.25pm 

Orchestra. 

Full Band Uniform.   

17 September – REHEARSAL TO REPLACE 

FRIDAY’S.  This is for the Manly Jazz  Festival 
Tuesday 7.30 SHARP 

Performance Space 
Senior Stage Band   

5 October (Holiday) – Emergency Contact 

for this event is Allison Meadows, on 

0412 564 674. 

Saturday 

During 

School 

Holidays 

4.00 Arrival; 5.00pm Performance.  

Jazz Stars of the Future Stage #4.  

Meet near the Stage. 

Senior Stage Band. 

Full Band Uniform.   

Term 4 – Meeting                                            Day                     Time/ Place                                  Bands   

14 October 2013 

Music Ensemble Committee Meeting 
Monday 7.00pm - Pittwater RSL Including Election of 

New Office Bearers.   

Stage Bands :   Roya l  Pr ince A l fred Per formance on 28 September has  been CANCELLED.   

Manly Jazz  Fes t ival ,  5  October  2013:   Al l  members  of  the  PHS mus ic ensemble  community and the ir      
fami l ies  are inv ited to come a long and support the Senior  Stage Band at  5pm on Saturday  5th  October ,  i t  
promises  to be  a wonderfu l  event .  Br ing a jumper , the jazz w i l l  be cool  but the late  afternoon sea breeze 
wi l l  be  even cooler !  

For  fu l l  deta i l s  of  the fe st ival  go to:  http: / /www.manly .nsw.gov .au/whatson/manly jazz/  

Fundrais ing :   In  the space of  7  days ,  (2  canteens  and E lect ion  Day) ,  we ra ised $ 1 , 1 73 .  Thanks  to a l l  he lpers  and 
to Harr i s  Farm Market ,  Mona Va le for  a l lowing us  to purchase jam f ru it  at  reduced pr ices .  

BA THU R S T  T O U R :   LA S T  CH A N CE  TO  PA Y  T HI S  WE E K !  

Mus ic  Ensemble T roph ies  Awarded in 2012 :   Could a l l  las t  year ’ s  winners  p lease pu l l  out  thei r  t rophies ,  dus t  
them off  and return them at the s tart  of  next  te rm please .  

Conservator ium High School :   Many congratu lat ions  to the two Year 9  s tudents  and good fr iends ,  Georg ina GH 
and Nata l ie  M who have  both been accepted  into  the Conservator ium of  Mus ic  H igh Schoo l  next  year .    

Our  newly  e lected Pres ident  has  to s tep down ( see above)  –  the shortest  tenure  in the Schoo l ’ s  h i s tory? !   Wou ld 
someone p lease s tep forward … E lec t ion of  New Of f ice Bearers  i s  14  October .  

HOT OFF THE PRESS:  
Sydney  Ei steddfod Stockland Orches tra l  Spectacu lar :   Sunday ,  15  September  at the Town Hal l .   Th is  was 
a Concer t with many of  Sydney’s  top music s tudents  and a lumni ,  conducted by Richard Gi l l  – and what a 
spectacu lar  concer t i t  was .   Wel l  done to Gemma , Cae lan  and Georg ina who represented P ittwater  
High School  at the Concert .   A great celebration of mus ic  headed up by the Maestro h imse l f !  

http://www.manly.nsw.gov.au/whatson/manlyjazz/






 

Wednesday 18 September; Vicky Gurman,  
Helena Nobs Helpers needed 
 
Thursday 19 September; Kim Grosser,  Diane Del Pozo 
Helpers needed 
 
Friday 20 September; Debbie Havenstein, Sue Nicol 
Helpers needed 
 
TERM 4 
Tuesday 8 October; Leonie Olivari, Deb Vandersaag  
Helpers needed 
 
Wednesday 9 October; Melissa Trbojevic, Mandy 
Daher, Mel Marshall, Kinda Newman 
 
Thursday 10 October; Keryn Gallgher, Sarah Jones 
Helpers needed 
 
Friday 11  October; Rhonda Scotter, Sunny Van Raad, 
Lisa Haworth Helpers needed 
 
Monday 14 October; Deb Bertock, Roger 
Springthorpe, Christine Bratkovic, Katie Scharkie, 
Karne Lambert 
 
Tuesday 15 October; Sue Stevens, Kim Jefferys,   Wen-
dy Mclean, Michelle Watts, Brigitte Mills 
 

If you are unable to make your rostered day please try to arrange 
a swap or advise canteen managers Lisa/Katrina (ph 9999 4035). 

 

7 people needed on Tuesdays; 4 people needed on Wednesdays; 3 
people needed on Thursdays; 3 people needed on Fridays.   

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents to the school are 
able to assist on any of these days please let me know.   
A full day is 9am to 2:30 or 3pm; a half day is 3 hours  

 
Penny Winterbottom; Canteen roster co-ordinator;  

Pennywinterbottom1@hotmail.com; 0432 679977 
 

CANTEEN 


