
Pittwater Press 
Ph: 9999 4035 

Fax: 9979 5088 

Mona St, Mona Vale  2103 

 

Term 2 Week 6A                                        3 June 2013 

Website:  www.pittwater-h.schools.nsw.edu.au                             Email:  Pittwater-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Principal:  Jane Ferris                                          Deputy Principals:  Renee Andrews and David Muirhead 

Principal’s report – Jane Ferris 
 

 Preparing for the HSC Trials 

As the HSC trials approach, while Year 12 students continue learning new material in class they also 
need to regularly revise work learnt earlier in the course. Planning study time effectively at school and 
home is important to steadily complete and review work. During study periods at school the Learning 
Centre in the library is the ideal place to work - they should not be wasted as ‘free’ periods. Those with 
part time work may need to consider cutting back at this stage and certainly should be doing no more 

than 10 hours a week. For the many students already working very hard, do take a balanced approach and set aside some 
time to relax and exercise. A good night’s sleep and nutritious diet is also very important.  
There are many ways staff continue to support students. Year 12 students can sign up to study skill sessions in the library 
on topics such as exam preparation, note taking, study techniques and time management. Also mentors are on hand for 
any individual matters you would like to raise. Although Mrs Allan is currently away, Mrs Hawling as assistant year adviser 
is available, as is deputy principal Mr Muirhead. I am also very happy to assist students at any time, and have a large sup-
ply of lotus mindmap diagrams on hand which have proven to be very popular for revision. 
Parents can be of tremendous support to their children at this time. You may be interested in the department’s website 
‘School A to Z: practical tips for parents’ where there is a video about how parents can help their teen manage the study 
load and stress when they're preparing for the HSC.  
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/preparing-for-the-hsc  
 

Year 10 into 11 Subject Information Evening 
For our Year 10 students and parents, the Year 10 into 11 subject selection evening on Tuesday June 4 at 6.30 is an im-
portant event not to be missed. As well as receiving important information about the subject selection process and Board of 
Studies requirements in terms of patterns of study for the HSC, head teachers, teachers and senior students will be on 
hand to answer any questions about specific subjects. I look forward to seeing you all there. In the following days, there will 
be interviews with students and parents to assist in making decisions around subject selections. 
 

Gonski Update 
Teachers at Pittwater High School continue to lobby for Gonski reforms  - here they are gathered outside the school with 
the mobile Gonski billboard sponsored by Teachers Federation. Also Ms Behringer and myself attended the Stewart House 

community rally on Saturday 25 May along with 
other Pittwater staff. As the Minister for  
Education Mr Piccoli said to Fairfax media "I hope 
other states embrace it and I would hope the fed-
eral opposition embraces it too, because it's a 
good deal for schools." Last week also saw    
Tasmania and ACT support these reforms.  
To learn more go to Chris Bonnor (former col-
league and principal) and Jane Caro’s You Tube 
clip Gonski: what it is and why it's important  
http://www.youtube.com/watchv=ze9AxTOqRQw  
 
 

 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday 4 June Yr 10 into 11 Subject Selection Evening 

Thursday 6 June Vaccinations 

Monday 10 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Saturday 15 June Wilmette Garage Sale 

Monday 17 June Trial HSC Commences 

Friday 28 June Trial HSC  Ends 

Friday 28 June Last Day Term 2 

THE UNIFORM SHOP  

WILL BE CLOSED ON  

THURSDAY 13 June 2013 



 

Year 10 will be participating in the Subject Selection process starting  

Tuesday    evening the 4th of June in the Hall at 6.30. The program will 

include brief presentations addressing the senior experience at Pittwater 

High along with the opportunity to speak to the staff about the subjects they are            

considering.  

Parents and students are also invited to interviews at the school to discuss subjects, pro-

grams and options for the future. The opportunity to speak with parents is invaluable to 

teachers and parents as the education of a young person is a community responsibility. I 

look forward to the useful and interesting discussions with the parents at these times.  

I have been pondering what the ideal school might look like. I believe it should be a 

school that the local community values and one that attracts students from beyond the 

local area due to its individual characteristics, those things that are unique to the school. 

Additionally, the community should be confident that their children are genuinely cared 

for by adults who are experts in their subject areas but are also engaged in the education 

process at a deeper level. That is, that they know the children in their care and the way 

they learn. Caring for children will sometimes involve applying consequences for the     

actions of our young people.  

Historically we have not had the concept of adolescence. This is a uniquely Western     

phenomenon that has grown since the industrial revolution. By tradition humans went 

directly from childhood to adulthood often marked by a ritual. We have the ritual we call 

the HSC but we seem to be extending the period of adolescence. So a good school should 

be moving young people towards being personally responsible for their actions and giving 

them opportunities to share in leadership, personal growth and resilience. These things 

can be achieved through sport, drama, music, the chess club and many other                  

opportunities at Pittwater, not forgetting that the classroom is the place where these   

values and skills are continually developed. 

Back to my beginning around pondering the ideal school. I won’t get into the possible 

need not to have classrooms or even a physical space that the advent of technology has 

heralded. Education has always been a community activity, a partnership between 

schools, parents and students. Schools offer unique experiences for our children. We can-

not create these experiences ourselves. Pittwater High School is a true community school. 

I would encourage parents and students to engage fully with the opportunities available 

in the school whether they be sport, the P&C or just the chance to talk to your children’s 

teachers. 

  





Year 11 are currently studying a unit of work on families and communities.  As part of 

this course they study child development. To complement their  learning  we visited a 

local kindergarten which caters for children aged from 2-5. 

This was a fantastic opportunity to see in action all the things that had been learnt 

about in class. The students were able to spend time and interact with the children in 

the “wombat” and the “possum” room . They observed the children being involved in 

various learning activities – building blocks, painting, home  corner  and many more! 

They also observed their outdoor play time. 

Ms Hawling 







It’s been a very busy and exciting time in the TAS faculty so far this year.  The students are engaged and well 

settled in their classes and the teachers are in the full swing of their courses. Anyone walking through the corri-

dors would notice there is always activity going on in the Design rooms, Textiles lab, Kitchens, Workshops and 

Computer labs. Here’s some tales from TAS... 













 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
31/05/2013  
  
  
  
  
Dear Principals,   
  
  
The Northern Beaches Local Area Command has received a number of reports recently regarding 
alleged suspicious behaviour by persons driving vans in the area. It has come to the attention of police 
that newsletters, emails and other social media sites are posting and sending information regarding 
suspicious white vans driving around targeting children.   
  
Of the incidents that have been reported to police, NONE of these incidents have involved any 
inappropriate conversations or any suggestion of touching or coercing the children in any way. There 
have been a number of differing descriptions of vehicles given to police and NONE of these vehicles 
have been linked to any offences.  
  
Northern Beaches Police have received a number of phone calls from parents and members of the 
community concerned about these reports and the information that is being posted on social media 
sites. Of the incidents reported to police, there have been NO incidents indicating that any offences 
have occurred.  
  
We ask that any information sent out to school networks or via social media be confirmed with police 
prior to sending out. We encourage schools and parents to educate children on stranger danger and 
safety issues and be vigilant at all times. Do not hesitate to report any suspicious behaviour to police,  
  
  
If you have any further concerns please contact Northern Beaches Police on 9971 3399.  
  
  
  
Thanking you,  
  
  
Rochelle Bird  
Senior Constable  
Crime Prevention Officer  
Northern Beaches Local Area Command  
  
Northern Beaches Local Area Command  
Corner of Fisher Road and St David Avenue  

Dee Why 2099  
Telephone 02 9971 33998  Facsimile 02 9971 3375  ENet 52399  EFax 52375  TTY 9211 3776 (Hearing/Speech impaired)  
ABN 43 408 613 180  

  

 











* 80s style clothing (particularly formal wear)  

*  a highback wing lounge chair 

If anyone can donate or loan these items please contact 

Deb Meyers via email -    

deborah.meyers@det.nsw.edu.au or phone the school.   

 









Friday 21—Sunday 23 June 2013 

Balgowlah Boys Campus 
Sydney Road, Balgowlah 

 
Entry by gold coin donation 

Friday 21 June 4—9pm 
Sat 22 June 9am-5pm 
Sun 23 June 9am-2pm 

Lifeline Book Fare 




