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Welcome Year 7 students and parents 

Starting high school is an exciting time for students although some may have felt a little apprehensive on 

their first day. However by all accounts Year 7 are settling in very well. Be reassured you have chosen a great school that is 

moving forward from strength to strength with many opportunities. I look forward to meeting many families and students  at 

our Year 7 Welcome BBQ and information session on Tuesday February 12  - 5.00pm. 

New Senior Executive Team 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome Ms Renee Andrews as the new Deputy Principal at Pittwater High School. Ms An-

drews was an outstanding applicant and was appointed on merit through the interview process at the end of last year. She 

brings a wealth of experience from several different comprehensive high schools including Carlingford HS and Asquith Girls, 

and also as a Senior Education Officer in technology.  One of Ms Andrews responsibilities is working with the technology 

team to increase the availability and usage of technology across the school in teaching and learning. Also returning to the 

helm is Mr David Muirhead who was on leave during 2012. Mr Muirhead is an exceptionally experienced Deputy and I wel-

come the knowledge and wisdom he brings to his role. In terms of student welfare and discipline, Ms Andrews is responsible 

for years 7,9 and 11; Mr Muirhead is responsible for years 8,10 and 12. As a senior executive team we greatly look forward 

to working together as we lead the school forward. 

After School Learning Centre Initiative  

For all students 7 to 12, we are running a Learning Centre after school on Monday afternoons in the library until 4.30. This 

has been established to provide a supportive environment for all students who want to work on assignments and homework 

after school, and also may wish to have guidance of the teacher on hand. It is also an ideal place for students to meet who 

need to work on group tasks, or to access resources in the library including computers. All students are required to do is let 

their parents know when they are attending, sign in when they arrive and then make the most of this opportunity. 

Newsletter 

In future the newsletter will be published fortnightly and be emailed to parents and students by Tuesday or Wednesday of 

weeks 2,4,6,8 and 10 of each term. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HSC CLASS OF 2012  

ON OUTSTANDING HSC RESULTS 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Students and staff are to be congratulated on outstanding results in the HSC. Across all subjects sat at Pittwater High, stu-

dents achieved 245 band 5 and 6 results (marks in the 80s and 90s) placing the schools results well above sate average. 

Special congratulations to two students, Nicola McKern our dux with an ATAR of 99.1 and also placed 4
th
 in the state in 

French Beginners. Also Mallie Lambert is to be congratulated with receiving 100% in French Beginners placing him 2
nd

 in 

the state. Also for many students they are to be congratulated on clearly receiving personal best results as evident in value 

added growth data from the School Certificate. As a school we are committed to continuing to raise the bench mark and 

support students strive for excellence.  



CALENDAR—TERM 1 

Tuesday 5 February Band registration 6pm in the 

Hall 

Wednesday 6 February Information Evening 

Y9—6pm 

Y11— 7pm 

Thursday 7 to Wednesday  13 Valentines Day rose sales 

Tuesday 12 February Y7 Welcome BBQ 5.00pm 

Monday 18— Wed 20th February Y7 Camp 

Thursday 21 February French Tour Information  

evening 6.30pm 

Friday 22 February Swimming Carnival 

Monday 25 February  All Y7 and Y9 boys—HPV 

All Y7 students—Hepatitus B 

Tuesday 5 March Open Night—5.15pm 

Friday 15 March Blood Bank 

REPORT FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPALS 
 

Welcome back to 2013!  

As Deputy Principals we split the years between us.  

Mr David Muirhead is responsible for Years 8, 10 and 

12. 

Ms Renee Andrews is responsible for Years 7, 9, and 

11. 

We would like to share a few thoughts about this year.  

There are many opportunities provided here at Pittwater 

High School that will assist students to develop into inde-

pendent, responsible learners and leaders. We encourage 

all students to take responsibility in their learning , be or-

ganised for lessons and show a positive attitude in class 

that will provide the best environment for everyone to 

learn. There are many areas of interest to encourage in-

volvement at school including music, sports, arts, leader-

ship and much more.  We ask all students to demonstrate 

respect for each other and their teachers and to behave in  

a cooperative manner.  We are a uniform school and there 

is information available on the school website and in the 

student handbooks about the expectations here at Pittwa-

ter High School in relation to uniform.   

ASPIRE. BE RESPONSIBLE. BE RESPECTFUL. 

 

On Wednesday 6 February 2013, we are having an infor-

mation evening for Year 9 and 11 parents and students. 

Year 9 starts at 6.00pm and Year 11 at 7.00pm in the 

school hall. The focus for Year 9 is around opportunities in 

Stage 5 and safe use of technology.  In the Year 11 session 

we will be focusing on the expectations in the Senior 

School and assessment processes. Constable Denis Good-

win, School Youth Liaison Officer, will also be attending and 

speaking to parents and students in both sessions.  

We are both looking forward to working with our respec-

tive year groups throughout the year.  

 

David Muirhead and Renee Andrews 

 

 

 

 







 The Band Programme starts for everyone (including new members), week beginning Monday, 4 February.  

 Students in Year 7 should come to the Concert Band Rehearsal in the Performance Space (near the Hall), on 
Tuesday, 5 February at 2.45 with their instruments, ready to join rehearsals. 

 Registration for the Band takes place at outside the Performance Space at 6.00pm on Tuesday, 5 February 



Streetlevel Volunteering 

 

On the 11
th
 of December, seven Year 9 students went on an excursion to volunteer at Streetlevel Mission at Surry Hills. 

Streetlevel is a drop in centre for homeless and socially disadvantaged people run by the Salvation Army. There we played 
card and board games with the clients, listened to their life stories and found out how they ended up at Streetlevel. We 
brought morning tea which we shared with the staff and clients & went on a tour of the facilities. We had a great time and 
learnt a lot by talking to the people there. It was a good opportunity to experience another side of Sydney and an eye opener 
for us. We discovered how fortunate we are to have the everyday things that we take for granted. – Ella H 

 

These are the impressions of the girls who volunteered their time at Streetlevel: 

 

I really enjoyed helping less fortunate. It was really nice to chat and get to know them and let them know that people care. – 
Ebony G 

 

I loved bringing in morning tea and giving it to the clients. I also loved hearing their stories! – Anika S  

 

I enjoyed hearing the client’s stories about their life and playing games with them. – 

Charlotte M 

 

I loved meeting new people that are more disadvantaged than us. It really shows you that the happiest people are the ones 
with barely anything or much money. - Georgia B 

 

Everyone was so lovely. One lady said to me that she was happier with not much at all because she can see how kind some 
people are. – Molly J 

 

It was an amazing experience just seeing people’s smiles when we gave them the food and sitting and listening to these peo-
ple’s amazing stories. It really makes you realise how lucky we really are. – Chloe G 











On Monday 17th December Annette Mauer, Head of Learning from Ob-

ject: Australian Design Centre, visited Pittwater High School to speak to 

interested teachers and parents from the P&C about the centre’s Design 

Thinking education program, ‘Design Emergency’. Earlier in the year a 

small group of Year 8 students had represented the school at a full day 

workshop with six Australian Designers piloting the education program at 

the Museum of Contemporary Art as part of the Vivid Festival. 

Annette spoke to staff about the applicability of ‘Design Thinking’ across 

all Key learning Areas and the possibilities and opportunities to apply the 

principles of design thinking within the school context. Annette spoke 

about the nature of ‘good’ design and that this was not limited to ‘objects’ 

but included systems and methodologies. She communicated how de-

signers unravel ‘messy or wicked problems’ and come up with design 

solutions where no easy answer is initially apparent. As the school partici-

pated in the pilot program, the Object: Australian Design Centre is now 

offering any group within the school of either teachers or parents, the op-

portunity to be involved in their pilot adult training program.  



    

WEDNESDAY:   6 FEBRUARY: 
Vicki Gurman, Bess Brooks, Helena Nobbs – HELP NEEDED 
 
THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY: 
KIM GROSSER, SHARRYN BROWN, DIANE DEL POZO, - HELP NEEDED 
 
FRIDAY 8  FEBRUARY:  
DEBBIE HAVENSTEIN, SUE NICOL – HELP NEEDED 
 
MONDAY 11 FEBRUARY:  
Karen Vukobratovich, Martha Leonard, Melissa Livingstone – HELP 
NEEDED 
 
TUESDAY 12 FEBRUARY:    
Leonie Olivari – HELP NEEDED 
 
 

If you are unable to make your rostered day please try to arrange a swap or advise can-
teen  

managers Lisa/Katrina (ph 9999 4035 x122). 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers. This year we have a few changes to the roster, so we now 
have some great days and spots available: 

2 people needed on Mondays 

7 people needed on Tuesdays 

3 people needed on Wednesdays 

5 people needed on Thursdays 

5 people needed on Fridays 

If any parents, friends, family or grandparents to the school are able to assist on any of 
these days please let me know. 

A full day is 9am to 2:30 or 3pm—a half day is 3 hours  

Penny Winterbottom 

Canteen roster co-ordinator 

AN INVITATION TO HELP 

Welcome to all our new parents and carers.  Our wonderful canteen is short of helpers this year, so once again we 

extend an invitation to come and join us for a few hours or one day a month.  Please feel free to ring us and discuss 

a timeslot that suits YOU.  We look forward to hearing from you.  Lisa and Katrina, Canteen Managers. 



 

NSW SCHOOL-BASED IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 

 
Each year NSW Ministry of Health offers the vaccines recommended by the National Health and Medi-

cal Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the school –based vaccination program. 

 

In 2013 the following vaccines will be offered: 

Hepatitis B vaccine - a 2 dose course for all Year 7 students who have never received a course of 

Hepatitis B vaccine when they were a baby. 

Varicella (Chickenpox) vaccine - 1 dose for all Year 7 students who have not previously received 

Varicella vaccine or had chickenpox disease.  

Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis (Whooping cough) vaccine - 1 booster dose. This dose was previ-

ously recommended at 15 years of age.  Your child will only be offered this vaccine in Year 7. 

HPV vaccine (Human Papillomavirus) - a 3 dose course. The vaccine will be offered to Year 7 male 

and female student and Year 9 male students as a 3-dose course over the school year. Students 

who commence HPV vaccination in Year 7 at school but do not complete the course may be of-

fered catch-up doses at school in Year 8. 

 

Parent Information Kits will be sent home to parents/guardians. To consent to the vaccination of their 

child, parents/guardians are advised to read all the information provided, complete the Consent Form 

and return it to their child’s school. Please ensure the child eats breakfast on the day of the school vac-

cination clinic. 

 

Parent/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so in writing to the School 

Principal. The Procedure for withdrawal of consent is on the NSW Ministry of Health website at 

www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation  

 

To improve vaccination completion, students will be opportunistically offered any missed doses through-
out the year where possible. 

 

Please note that for HPV vaccine only, parents/guardians must record their Medicare Number (all 10 
digits and the 11

th
 number beside the child’s name) on the Consent Form, as this is required to record 

the student’s information on the National HPV Register and for female students only, link to the National 
or State Cervical Screening Program. 

 

A Record of Vaccination will be provided to each student vaccinated at the clinic. Parents / 
guardians should ensure that this record is kept for future reference and should not assume that 
their child has been vaccinated if they do not receive this record of Vaccination. 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation






BLOOD BANK VISIT 

The Red Cross Blood Bank will visit Pittwater High School again this 

year. The Blood Bank will set up in our school Hall on Friday the 15th 

March and students, staff, parents and ex-PHS students are able to visit 

to donate blood. We are hoping that you can volunteer to donate 

from 8am and last donations will be accepted at 2.30pm. If you would 

like to donate please contact Mrs Milliken on 9999 4035 or see her in 

B4 to make an appointment. More reminders and information will be 

available in the next newsletter. 

Thank you,   

            

Cathy Milliken Special Education Teacher MC Class 

NSW Premier's Student Volunteering Award School Coordinator 

Pittwater High School 



 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS THIS WEEK:  Thursday 7th  February 8.15 to 11.15am.                                 

         Closed Friday 8th February 

Maroon jersey sports shorts size 12 are now available. 


